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Mg. BrowN1ING will soon

ive us another play upon a Greek
subject,

SR ARTHUR HELPS has a new

v book ‘on the * History of the
Russian Court.”

Prruie VERNON Syirn has just published a work on the
* History of English Institutions,” It is too short, andhe omits
several important institutions, at least so says the Atkenacum.

A forthcoming volume on the “History of the English Drama,”
by Prof. A. W. WaRrn, isannounced. This is a subject on which
comparatively little has been written, and coming as it does from
the pen of so eminent a scholar cannot fail to sccurg favorable
reception,
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Forsan ct hac olim memsnisse Juvabit,

Zime.~A scorching
ber, the year of Grace, 1: 73

Scene.—Inside * the Hut,” on the Cricket ground; half a
dozen men in flannels in the easiest positions, with an equal num-
ber of soda-water glasses of * shandy-gafl';"” & monotonous still-
ness prevails in this * tobacco-parliament,” such as is consequent
on a couple of hours’ play on a capital crease, the consciousness |
of having held your wicket fairly for the usual twenty minutes,
and a regular dolce far nicnte fec ing produced by the fact of its
being 90 © in the shade. .

fternoon in the first week of Septen.

“Oh, for a little one-story thermometer,
With nothing but zeros all ranged in 4 row §
O, for a big double-barrelled hydrometer,
To measure the snoisture that drips from my brow ¢

Oh, for a soda-fount spouting up bol lly
From every hot lamp-post against the bl
Oh, for a proud maiden to look on me colilly,
Freering my soul with a glance of her eye *

A cab rattles up ; enter the Secretary with a telegram : # 1 say,
you fellows, Toronto wants to play us next Friday and Saturday
on their own ground.” It was too hot to grow enthusiastic, at
least outwardly, but half a dozen “all rights” settled it. The
Eleven is chosen there and then—business must excuse several of
the best men, so substitutes are notified—and the team leaves
on Wednesday night. But on that afternoon Toronto wires that
a prévious engagement prevents them meeting us on the days
named ; however, after a few cursory remarks and a great deal
of fresh correspondence by telegraph, the date is finally fixed for
Monday and Tuesday lowing ; so Pinkney gets orders to have
our traps down in time for Saturday night's Western,  The depot
is crowded, every one wishes us success— A% abo-o-ord,—we ump
on the platform of the Pullman, exchange cheers frantically,
watch the lights lessen in the distance, and then hunt up our sec-
tions, secure our pipes, and cleven fellows crowd into a compart-
ment intended to hold half a dozen. Song and story succeed each
other, and in this line the younger members rather astonish the
veterans ; much consumption of ** 'baccy”—ha!f an hour for supper
—then the sensible ones go to perch, but yarns and choruses keep
on, and it is at a most heathenish hour before Morpheus claims
the Entire eleven for his own. Breakfast and a rain-storm are
announced together ; the first is soon discussed, but the Union
Station is reached and still the latter makes us miserable. No
one to welcome us at the station—strange, we thought—but a
jolly good wash and a capital dinner at our hotel, made each of
us feel all seraphic, The weather continued moist all day, and
we killed time by lounging in the casiest chairs we could find,
and speculating on the match of the morrow. Most gloriously
did old Sol shew up next morning, and in the best possible spirits
we donned our flannels and hunted up the Cricket Ground ; it
was in fine order, the crease might have been improved upon,
but the out-field was capital, while the club-house with its dress-
ing-rooms, stands, &c., was just what the M. C. C. should have
for themselves. The report of the matches has been duly chro-
nicled in the daily papers; suffice it to suy we were out-bowled,
out-batted, and out-fielded ; and our two days’ match ended in-
an easy victory for Toronto. Nothing daunted we challenged for |
the return match, which came offon the Tuesday, and again did
victory perch on the Toronto willow, at a time too when we had
the match in our own hands; but the * glorious uncertainty of the !
game " shewed itself, and their score gradually overtopped ours, l
leaving us beaten on each day's play. ~ While at lunch on the se-

hyt

cond day, a elegram was handed our captain, and he read out
a challenge from the Colborne C. C. We had made up a party
to **do the Falls,” but our cricket proclivities triumphed over
our desire to see Niagara—we had been there before—and so the

vatchman called us in time for the carly train, and a few
hours' riding saw us deposited at Grafton Station. The cricket
ers th met us at the cars, drove us and our traps up to the
ground, gave us lunch, waxed us nicely in one innings, n,incd us
at the hotel afterward: d up with, saw us to the st
tion in time to catch the evening E press and sent the. Eleven ofl,
each and every member being ready to solemnly declare that at
Colborne was'to be found the best cricket, the prettiest ground,
and the jolliest fellows that had been met on this trip.  Perhaps
it was the decided contrast to the way we had been treated in
Toronto ; there, no oue met us at the station, took us to the

| ground even, or even said * good-bye "' before we left, while we

were asked to lunch, and asked to pay for it too—as for a dinner—
well, we dined at our own table at the “ Rossin.” Cricket is
supposed o he essentially the game to bring men into more intis
mate and friendly relations ; we became so very intimate that wa
question if one member of our team remembers the names of
half their Eleven. We grant that_possibly—and we have their
word for it—the Toronto Cricket Club could not afford to lunch
eleven men who had travelled nearly 700 miles to meet them ; but
certainly for their cavalier treatinent, their actual want of common
courtesy, we fail to make for them even a shadow of an excuse,
We must apologize for this digression, but in the mental notes of
this trip, our reception by the Toronto C. C. has ever been wime
pleasantly prominent.

We said our Eleven left Colborne true, but only half of them
returned home—some going to visit friends farther West, while
we were forcibly detained and carried oft by two fell-w-collegians,
Medicals, who™ had played on the Colborne team, and, in fact,
won the match for their side. Our Railway ticket was only good
for a week, but that was a mere bagatelle, so we borrowed an
Ulster coat, climbed into the trap, and composed ourselves for a
30 mile drive.  As a supplement to such steady cricket, we now
tinding ourselves in jolly Country Quarters, devoted ourselves -
equally hard to boating, fishing, driving, and dress clothes
heing hunted up, we went in mildly for * the light fantastic,"—

| but our time was soon up, College opens in a day or two, and so

our ax revoirs are said, and we soon found ourselves in Col-
horne, caught the night Mail and got back home in time for a late
lunch the next d On our appearance up at the Cri
ground the same afternoon, we had to stand no end of chafl

as Ottiwa had been easily beaten a few days before, the

remarks on our success up West, wi not quite so pitile
those which | 1 been showered on the fellows wio came str ight

[ home.  Our whole trip was a success, and looking back now,

we can even forgive the Toronto Club their sins of omission and
commission, although they seemed to forget the old saw, Victoria
concordid crescit.  Such foreign matches as these help wonder-
fully to foster the cricket spirit among us—and our only draw-
back in Montreal is the distance which has to be travelled before
we can meet any other club worthy of our steel.
We have taken the title of our sketch this month from Mr., R.

A. Fitzgerald’s brillian little book, descriptive of the visit of a
team of the Gentlemen Ptlayers of England to this country in 187 2.
In it he tells us how * The Twelve” visited Canada and the
United States, playing of matches, and that, added to the
natural excitement of the game, was a keen enjoyment of the
whole trip. ch place and each innings is described, and from
these observations we learn how to place our cricketing qualifica-
tions.  The Canadian batting was weak, the fielding anything
but firstrate, while the howling proved to be better than hacd
been anticipated.  We also read about their hearty appreciation
of the invariable kindness with which they were treated, and how
the prospect of seeing Niagara Falls was one of the charms of the
expedition, and it is also hoped that their visit would improve
and give an_impetus to Canadian cricket.  On _this very subject
we have had several letters from Mr. Fitzgerald, and had great
pleasure in assuring him how thoroughly it had stirred up our
Colleges and Public Schools, and that the chick of the is heard
more often than ever before ; and, to still farther encouragze
and promote the love of this essentially Loglish game, -we have «

paper from him ** to put fairly c{ ms of cricket before the
young athletes of your University ; as no cricketer, I am sure,
will deny me the merit of trying my best to advance the true in-
terests of his favorite game ;" and in our next, we will have much
g‘e:uurc in publishing in full our article from the secretary of the
arylebone Cricket Club, 2




