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Without assigning any direct
causal relation in the matter,
Trade during 1909. ¢ ;s pevertheless to be noted

that Great Britain's trade dur-
ing the first half of 1900 made some of its best
comparative showings in dealings with preference-
giving parts of the Empire.

While total imports of the United Kingdom
for the first half of 1909 showed a shrinkage of
about two millions sterling from the correspond-
g six months of 1908, there was an advance in
imports from the overseas dominions of fully g4

Inter-Imperial

millions.  This improvement was achieved without
any rally in imports from British India, which has
scarcely yet recovered from the disastrous drought
of two years ago. As the following table from
I'he Standard of Empire shows, the most striking
gamns have occurred in the case of imports from
Australia and New Zealand, which together had
an expansion of over 4 millions, while a much
better state of affairs in South Africa is shown in
an advance of about a million in the value of ex-
ports to ‘he home country from the Cape of Good
Hope and & moderate increase in the exports from
Natal

o 'T'Il“ or lll’l‘.

Imports of United in first half
Kingdom for first half 1907, 1908 1009, | of 1909 as
yoar | eompared
| with 108

— e L —— ———————

£ r | £
West Africa,.......0 1,667,934 1,387,669 1,638 572/ + 150,903
|

South Africa—
Cape of Good Hope 3,725,746 2,941,163 3,945,352| + 1,004,185
Natal oo wonen 719422 740,569 036,372/ 4 195,503

e IRDBBR 172,076 223,540/4+ 51,464

Mauritios & D'p'dleie. 186,643 192,509 145,440/ — 41,069

Aden & Dependencier 177,094 71,252 92,089/ 4 20,807

British Todin.....o.. 20,280,444 13,475 149 13 088,442/ — 359,707

Straits Settlements. .. 4,690,634 3,690 97% 3,803,242/ — 87,736

Ceylon & D'p'ndencies 2,752,305 2,601,814 2,745,036 4

Fast Africa.. ...

Hong Kong. .vvsves. 300,264 20490 238 895 —
Australia. .ooooooan, 20,083,112 16,712,738 18,559,417 +1,876,67
New Zealand .. ... 12,869,043 9,837,606 12,156,600/ 42 318,010

Canada s ea0d RO D9T 8,216,146 8,097,914/ 4+ 181,768
Newfoundland, .. ..., LA 56,395 60,680 ¢ 4,185
British West Indies.. 1,295,106 1,484 013 1,326,307 = 157,706
Ertish Guiana. .. ... 21,985 194,859 370,890/ 4+ 176,037
Falkland Ixands, ... 127,087 109,549 132170 4+ 22,221

OF  course, increased  prices  contributed  con
siderably to swell the 1609 figures as shown above,
though m practically all instances there were

actual increases ain quantity
S

In passing from its compilation
Tmprovement  of British imports to its summary
Belated in Cuse  f exports, The Standard admits

of India. that a first glance at the figures

of the export trade of the home
country would seem  to detract somewhat from
the assertion of an expansion of trade between the
various parts of the Empire during the first half
of 1900. The total exports for the six months
were down 13 millions, and of this total 6 mil-
lions was due to smaller exports to the oversea

dominions—a  somewhat heavy  proportionate
shrinkage when it is remembered that the total
value of exports to British possessions was only
57 % millions, as compared with 119 millions to
foreign countries. A closer inspection of the
figures, however, completely dispels any idea of
the half-year’s trade depression having been es-
pecially marked in the case of British dominions
oversea. The whole shrinkage, indeed, is ex-
plained by the fact that British India has naturally
not yet recovered from the after-effects of the
drought, the decline in exports to that quarter
alone being 53; millions. If, therefore, this alto-
gether exceptional unfavourable circumstance be
climinated, it is found that, as against a decline
of seven millions in exports to foreign countries,
| there has been practically no setback in trade with
i‘ Greater Britain

' S

’ British exports to the chief
foreign countries in the first
half of the last three years
have been as follows :

Trade within and
without the
Empire.

~=HarrYear Expep Juxe S0vi,——

1907. 1908, 1909,
Exports to— £ £ £
United States.. . .... 16,247,678 9,706,752 13,444,050
Germany....ee coeeee 18,565,326 16,177,244 14,144,993
France.., 11,544,630 11,661,472 10,764,235
Belginm, .... 6,340,203 6,011,826 5,431,192
Netherlands.. 7,080,476 6,632,922 5,662,673
Russia..... 4,857,797 5,041,600 4,395,549
7,215,374 8,025,967 6,394,767
6,116,058 5,154,525 3,052,520
6,690,319 5,258,390 4,601,459
Argentine.. 9,272,641 7,858,635 B 979 457
Brazil .oieveiennrees 4,503,617 4,267,654 3,719,673

Similar figures for the chief British possessions

are given in the following table: —
~~—=Half-year ended June 20tlj—m—
1907, 1908,

T 1909,

Exports to— 2 £ £
Canada.....oo0vuaee 8,265,165 5,893,174 6,903,536
Australin. .eoeervoee 11,441,978 11,442,421 11,116,114
New Zealand....... 3,864,198 4,360,879 3,261,687
South Afri 7 6,348 720 6,610,481
India..covee w 3 25,809,254 20,031,253

Among the favourable points which The Stand-
ard enumerates in the matter of the exports from
the home country to other parts of the Empure, it
1s satisfactory to note that affairs in the Transvaal
continue  to show
perity, a substantial ncrease having taken place
mn the value of goods sent to that part of the
In the case of Australia, the figures are

i Empire
| remarkably stationary, having remained at a little
| over eleven millions for the past three years. Nor,
indeed, 1s there much greater variance in the
matter of British trade with New Zealand. In the
case of Canada, however, as with the United
States, ‘there are unmistakable manifestations of
a recovery from what cannot, perhaps, so properly
| be described as depression as a setback from the
conditions of extraordinary activity two years ago."

indications  of ro\'ning‘prgi- )
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