RELIGION IN COMMON LIFE,
By Rev. W, T. Herridge, D.D.

It is ounly by the faithiul discharge of
present duty that we can hope to fit our-
selves for something higher, Every hon
est workman is a preacuer of vighteous-
ness, and helps to check those dismte
grating forces which would soon rend oo
cicty asunder. At the same time, he is
also strengthening his own faculties, en-
larging his knowledge, and deepening his
conscicntioisness, Many of the heroes ot
the Bible story were called from wenial
tasks to the prosecuiion of the more ex-
alted service which has made their nunes
mortal. Moses in the land o Midian,
keeping  the flocks ot Jdethiro, Gideon
threshing wheat by the wine-pross near
the oak of Ophrab; David m the forest
itent  on his  pastoral  care;  Elisha
plenghing with his yoke of oxen; Daniel,
the slave at the comt of Gabylon; the
prophel. Amos among  the herdsmen  of
Fekoa; Matthew sitting despised at the
receivt of custom; the trst disciples, hum
ble though hardy fishermen on the Gali-
lean  lake—these are some of the great
ones who have taughe us that he who is
faithind over a  lew things, some day
may be made ruler over many things.

Wien the Periect Man uttered those
pregoant  words, “My  Father worketi
hitherto, and 1 work,” He gloritied lu-
wan toil by the example ot a toiling God
It is true that Christ did not need, as we
do, to summon His energies into channels
of usciul service lest they should be dis
sipated by wsin.  Absolute rectitude and
unseltish love were the very breath of
His life. Yet it would be o mistake to
suppose that He was unconscious of any
other alternative. Who can miss the in-
spiving significance of the lowly manger,
the simple home of Nuzareth, the fearles
contact with reproach and reviling, tle
steadiast refusal o be any other than the
best Kind of Messiah for lsrael,
termined setting of His face towards Je
usalem though many of Ilis disciples went
and walked with Him no more, the
il the loneiy garden, the ruel
meoand then the trimaph over
the powers of darkuess, the resurrection,
vight hand, eter
mally enthroned because of Mis grand fi-
delity and the magnificent inhentance of
Dlessing it brings to all mankind?

The whole carecr of Jesus proves that,
it our religion is to be vindicated at all,
1t must be vindicated among the scenes of
cuch passing day. He did not hate the
world, but the worldly spicit. It was not
its work that He despised, nor any nat-
wral joy or sorrow in it, but sordid par

es, dgnoble ambitions, corrupt and sel-
lish hearts, He taught that religion is a
thing of the streets, not of the stars, and
instead ol praying that His diseiplos might
e taken out of the world, He prayed ra-
ther that they should be kept from {he
vl At different times the experiment
has been tried of seeking the highest type
ol spirituality in isolation from the usual
scenes of Jife. But it must not be forgot-
ten that into every solitude we take our
selves, and so create a little world, good
or bad, in harmony with onr own charac-
ter. It ois the will of God for most of s
at least, that in the midst of the tun
of actual affairs we should strive to de
a stalwart heroic Christianity,  1f
behind the most common tuil we feel the
wervor of Duty “stern daughter of the
voice of God,” we shall be sure to realize
with increasing force the solemn joy of
living, and shall prepare ourselves,” when
the time comes, for a place among
“The woldier-saints who, row on row.

Burn upward each to his point of bliss,
Since, the end of life being manifest

He had burned his wav through the

world to this.”

It doth not yet appear what we ahall
be. But it will appear in proportion os
we obey the self-revenling laws of Jionest
labor in the sight of God. To SUPpOse
that we must balance the true interests
of this world against those of the next one
is to miss the significhnee of both, It is
not in beautiful day-dreams that we feel
most the powers of the great hereaiter.
Li is in the faithful discharge of the tasks
now before us that there dawns not only
a consciousness of  the dignity of this
present life, but of the need of immertal
life to bring to completion the magnificent
powens of humanity, The brooding heay-
ens hang over us as we bend to our daily
toil, bright with hope and promise to him
that overcometh,
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CHRISTMAS ECHOES.
By “Bennie Brae.”

Christinas music fills the air,
There's joy and gladness ¢
\gain we celebrate the morn
i Christ in Bethlehem was born,
dow we would bow before Thee
Worship, reverence, love, adore Thee.

ywhere,

Shepherds guanding sheep by night,
Saw the heavens filled with light,
teard the angel choirs singing,
And the hills their echoes ringing.
Jesus. we would hear the story

Fliat bas tilled the earth with glory.

“arove not” the angels sang,
‘eave on earth” their voices rang,
“Good tidings now to you 1 bring,
For unto you is born a King.”
deus, we would own Thy sway
And Thy voice we would obey.

L, the wise men saw Thy star,
And came to worship from afar;
Our Saviour in His cradle bare
teceived their presents, rich and rare,
fesiw,” we would bow belore Thee,
Take cur hearts, Lord, we adore Thee
Ottaw

ORGANIZATION AND METHODS:
THE CONGREGATION.

1 Chron. 16: 20; Num, 9:13,

By Rev. Dr. D. MacTavish, Toronto,

1 educating and d recting a congrega
tion along the line of micsionary activity
a threefold aim must be kept i view :

L To give information. Facs and im
pressions must be presented, and these
o the pumpose

o produce Iis

1

must be so
Chirist in this ag
sionary convietion,

2 To have the 1dea of stewards
realized, Giving is largely a matier
habit, and, like all habits, if 1t is o be
strong, it must begin early. But it can-
uot mature ina normal way unless we re-

e relation to Chnot as His

tewaris,
4. To lay upon the hearts of the young
ition to missionary service, In
the vast nead and the marvelous
nities, every young Christian
1 iace the gquestivn, Moes God want
mie 1n the msstonary tialdy

The above being the three-fold aim to
be kept in view, the question nsiurally
follows, How can a congregation be so
organized as to complish  thess re
sullst

rregations differ greatly in :ze and
itiwms, but there are general prin
cip and methods which apply w all
congregations alike. As a inatter of faet,
swaller  eongregations, snd  congrega
ns i the country, bave been most
successful in missionary organization.

Haphazard wmethods  that create a
purions excitement, and draw forth. a
reluctant offering are beconing a thing

he past. Fantastie missions and fan
appeals and ethods of raising
no longer conmunend themselves,
The true missionary education of & con
gregation should lead the peuple, old and
younyg, to respond to duty, and not
wmerely to eamotional wissionary appeals.

A congregation may be classitied, ac
cording t8 age, into three divisions, (1)
The children. 2). The young people. (3
The mature members. A proper organ
ization will recognize the difference in
thece three clusses, and will aduapt me
thods and training to the peculiar con
ditions of each.

The general organization has been most
suecessfully manazed by a Missjonary
Association, with an executive committee
that oversees and carries on the work,
This exccutive should, with the oflicers,
be partly chosen by the congregation,
and have, in addition, me ubers elected

iy the Sabbath Sohool and the
Young People's Societie This execu-
tive would be a sort of Cabinet Council
to receive reports, devise and carry out
plans, and, generally, to ovepsee all
vidcsionary interests in the congregation,
We take it for granted that the pastor
is in active sympathy: he should be hon
orary president.  The president should
be w man fully alive, and one who has
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already shown his missionary interest.
A diligent, painstaking secretary-treasur-
er is n.ost indispensable.

Suppose the committee is organized.
At its monthly or quarterly gathering for
business, what are some of the problems
and questions it has to consider?

1. What methods should be adopted
in the Sabbath school to increase nis
sionary interest?

() Ts the Missionary Question in The
Teachers' and Scholars’ Lesson Helps
studied by the scholars and commented
on by the teacher each Sunday ¢

(hy What plans can be made for spe-
cial missionary lessons during the year?

(¢) Can pictures or photographs of mis
slonary work be obtained, and explained
to the classes in tum? Or, better still,
can lantern slides be used?

() Can wmore live missionary  books
for the library be seoured and attention
called to them by the superintendent
and teachers?

(@) Do all the givings of the school go
to the missionary  schemes of the
church? If not, why nott

2. What are the Young People’s 8o
cieties in the congregation doing w peo-
mote missionary interest?

.(u) Are they planning carefully for uns
sionary meetings and making them in.-
teresting?

(1) Are they carrying on any mission
ary study classes? With what success ¢

(¢) Are they securing, little by little, a
arefully selected missionary  library?
Is it usedt

(d) Have they some definite object to
which they contribute? Do they corres-
poud with missionaries on the field, in
whom they are especially interested ¢

(e) Have they a prayer list of mission-
aries whom they specially  remember,
and also a wall list of those who have
gone out from the congregation as mis-
sionarjes?

(f)y Dy thoy
of givingt

3. What is the general interest in the
congregation and how may it be increas
edt

@) Are sermons preached frequently
on amissionary themes? )

(b) Are returned missionaries lLieard?

() Are letters from the field read to
the congregation y

() Is the congregation supporting a
special missionary at home or abroad?

() Is the official missionary organ of
the ehurch carefully distributed and
used ¢

(D) Is there a systematic method  of
giving, weekly or moathly?

@) Is an effort made to secure contri
butions from all the members?

() Are monthly mi - uary meetings
for prayer and discus..ou of min.-»inuu'ry
!hgme:« planned for and carried out ¢

J.nexe are not fanciful questions, but
subjects that are being discussed and
methods in operation in many congrega.
tions to day. I see no reason why such
an organization as js suggested miay not
.".:"rupr\lu \l:'ilh these problems uml,' in
ime, make any con i is-
slontey ¥ gregation truly mis

adopt systematic methods

PRAYER.

. 0 God, Thy will be done. Death is no
n llu:ﬂ. Thou living One. There lln n":
ko ve in heaven; there is no night there

ok less death; even the first shadow
1+ ot allowed to darken the land,—how,
then, shall the great death-gloom spread
over it. and fill it with sevenfold night *
In Thy Jand of rest there is no night.
n> death, no sin, no sea, no meed of the
candle, no need of the wun, nor of the
mwoon: for the Lamb is the light thereof,
He wmaid, “I am the light of the world.”
He is the light of all worlds, and the light
of all ages, and in Him is no darkness at
all. ' We call him Lord, Saviour, Son of
[ Son of God, God the Son—the ex-
vress image of that which is to us in-
visible.

s s e———

A great many people blame their bad
habits on the sins of their ancestors,
when a little more grace would cure
both their morals and their manners,
The excuse of heredity is largely over-
worked.




