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IVA VERLEY NO VELS

Iica-cod
; and I will visit his Lindabiidcs,* by6amt (.eoii,'(!, 1,0 he williiiff „|. no!"

•

'}
"'.","nl

"''"^'y l"'y >"'"• ''lives of the risk,
sir, said liussihau 'to he i.ermittcd to accom-pany yon on the adventure.'

'Ill what would that advantaM you, sir!'
answered Lamhourne. '

ma,i"tr'''i''n'
'''.'

'

'?'"^ Trcssilian, 'unless to
niaiiv the skdl and valour with which you eon-duct yourself. I am a traveller, who seeks for
strange rencounters and uueonmuin i)assaL'es, as

of ann.!f'
'

"'' •^"''" '"'' '*'""' '^''^'''"'"''-« '""1 'eats

' Nay, if it pleasures yon to see a trout tickled
'

answered f.in.hourne, 'I care not how many
witness my skill. And so here I <lrink succe.s^
to my enterprise

; and he that will not i.ledKe
ne on MS knees is a rascal, and I will cut Ids
less oil hy the garters !

'

The draught which .Michael Lambourno took
"lion this occasion had been i.receded bv soinany others, that reason tottered on her thronene swore one or two incoherent oaths at the
mercer, who refused, reasonably enough, to
pledge him to a sentiment which inferred the
Joss of his own wager.

'Wilt thou chop logic with me,' said Lam-
bourne, thou knave, with no more brains than

H, "V .'if
'^'"*,''"' '^y Heaven, I will cut

thee into fitty ya-ds of galloon lace !

'

But, as he attempted to draw his sword for this
tloughty purpose, Michael Lambourno was seized
upon by the tapster and the chamberlain, and
conveyed to his own apartment, there to sleep
Juniselt sober at his leisure.
The party then broke up, and the guests took

tlieir leave; much more to the contentment ofmine host than of some of the company, whowere unwilling to .iiiit good liquoi- wlien itwas o bo lad tor free cost, so long as they were
able to sit by it. They were, however, compelled
to remove

; and go at length they did, leaving
Gob ng and Tressihan in the empty ai-artment.

«y my faith, said the former, 'I wonder
where our great folks find pleasure, when thev
ypend their means in entertainments, and in
playing mine host without sending in a reokon-

whenever I do, by Saint .Julian, it grieves me
beyond measure. Each of these empty stoui)s
now, which my nephew and his drunken comrades
liave swilleil off, should have been a matter of
proht to one ill my line, and I must set themdown a dead loss. I cannot, Ibr my heart, con-unvo the pleasure of noise, and nonsense, and
(II nken freaks, and drunken quarrels, and smut,and blasphemv, and so forth, when a man losesmoney instead of gaining by it. A nd yet many
a f^^ ,1 estate IS lost in upholding such a uselesi
cmii,..e and that greatly contributes to the decay
of publicans; for who the devil do you think
would pay for drink at the I5!ack Bear, when

.squire's''
"" '^ ''"'' "°''''"" ''^ "'7 l'"'d'« o'' the

Trcssilian perceived that the wine had madesome impression even on the seasoned brain ofmine host, which was chiefly to be inferred from
JUS acclaiming against drunkenness. As he him-

self had carefully avoided the bowl, ho wouldlave availed himself of the frankness of he"loment to extract from (;osling some IWther
i.itormat.on u,,on the subject of Anthony F sterand Mie lady whom the mercer had seem intl omansion-house

; but his in-iuiries only set tie

the w,ie.sol he fair se.v, lu which he brought at
full length the whole wisdom of Solomon to re-
.1 orce his own. Finally, he turne.l his adinoni-
ion.s, mixed with much objurgation, upon his

tapsters ami drawers, who'wtMe employed
•emoving the relies of the entertainn.ent. andu storing order to the apartment

; an.l at length
joining example to preee,,t, though with no g-oo,
Miecess, he demolished a .salver with half a .scoreof glasses in attenipting to show how such service
as done at the Three Cranes in Vintry, thenthe most tojqung tavern in London. This last

accident so tar recalled him to his better .self,
that he retired to his bed, slept sound, and awokea new man in the morniii".

*\Undairidcs, a female of doubtful reputation.]

CHAPTER III.

Nay, I'll hold touch-the game sh.-iU be play'd outIt Me er.shall stop for me, this merry wayer
'

Ihat which I say when gamesome, I'll .avouchJn my most sober mood, ne'er trust me else.

The Hazard-Table.

, 'A^° liow-^doth your kinsman, good mine
liost?' said Tressilian, when Giles Gosling fist
appeared ,n the public room on the morning
following the revel which we described in the
ast chapter. ' Is he well, and will he abide by
ins wager ?

•'

' For well sir, he started two hours since, and
has visited I know not what purlieus of his old
companions

; hath but now returned, and is at
this instant breakfasting on new-laid eggs md
muscaeline

; and for his wager, I caution you as
a friend to have little to do with that, or Indeed
auglit that iMike i)roposes. Wherefore, I counsel
you to a warm breakfast upon a culiss, which
shall restore the tone of the stomach

; and let
niy nephew and Master Goldthred swagger about
their wager as they list.'

'It .seems to me, mine host,' said Tressilian,
that you know not well what to say about this

kinsman of yours
; and that you can neither

iJlanie nor commend him without some twinjre of
con.science. °

',y°''^.f«
spoken trnlv'. Master Tressilian,'

replied Giles Gosling. ' there is natural affec-
aon whimpering into onee.-.r, "Giles, Giles, why
wilt thou take away the good name of thy ownnephew? -Wilt thou defame thy .sister's son,
Giles Gosling? wilt thou dcf-oul thine own ne.st
dishonour thine own blood ? " And then, again
comes .fustice. and says, "Here is a worthy guest
as ever came to the bonnie Black Bear ; one who
never challenged ,a reckoning" (as I say to your
fa.eyou never did, Master Trcs.silian-not that
vou have had cause), "one who knows not why
ho came, so far as I can see, or when he is going
aw;ay

;
and wilt thou, being a publican, having

paid scot and lot these thirty years in the town
of Cumnor, and being at this instant head-


