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Tliere are two ways in which we can measure Hi.-

irtluence of the liihh-,—viz., intcusivelv, and cxieusivcly.
Looked at from one point of view it is the U'aven piaicd
in the three measiii-es of ,ieai. We take into accouni iis

inllueuce upon individual ciiaracter and upon tiie iih-aLs

and liabits of a nation. We mark its effect upon hom<i
life, upon art, ;ind business and politics. Looked at from
the other point of view it is seed cast forth upon the soil

of the world, and we watch the larycr and lar>;er areas
that iu-e open to tlie sower-.

It is I Ills hitter point of view that th.' Bible Socii'ty
lays stress upon. Its aim is u> make the Bible accessible
to all mankind. As there is bread for all, ami water and
ail', so there is to be a r.ible for every one. It is to b(>

reco-iiized as havin<; a place anionji: the univer.sal and
easily accessible blessin;:s of humanity.

The full implications of this aim we see now more
plainly than the writers of the Bible were able to see them.
It is probable that not one of these writers liveii mnn-
thiin three or four hundred miles from the Mediterranean
Sea, and the majority of fliein 'ess tlian one liuiHli-ed
miles. What lay beyond their visible horizon, what na-
tions, what civilizations, what varieties of humanity, it

was beyond their power to conjecture. The members of
the Bible Society know. The jK^ojile of the world are
counted, f^iesar Augustus' census of the Roman Emitire
has been improved upon by computations that embrace
the whole huma'i fnmily. We know what it m.-ans [<\

trive the Bible to the whole world, in what cities it hns to
be circulated, in what vast territories ir has to l)e diss-M!!


