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by the view that is ubtainecl front the Uc:k uf a paMsing or an in-
coming steamer.

liverylHHjys imprvsitiuns are to a certain extent tempered b)
the state t>f the weather, ami what mijjht appear under unfavourahlo
conditions a l<leak and barren scene might liave a panoramic etTect
of beauty with the advantages of a tine <lay. Itiit this sea girt isle

has some attractions, and inchided in these is its capital town of
Stornoway. which stands at the head of a tin-.- natural harbour on
the east side of the island.

The founding of the town is t<M) remote for even surmise, be-
yond the belief that it was first settled by migrations from Xorway.
f'>r Lewis had a connection centuries ago, through its tra«le with
Bergen, with that northern country. The name is umloubtedly
Norse, being derived from "Stor." signifying "Steep Peak." anil
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"\agr, • a bay. Therefore, it probably dates from the Xorse occu-
pation, about 870 A.D.

The inhabitants are naturally proud of their town, indeed t is
said its appearance so imi)resse(I the i)oi)ulatioM of other parts of the
island when they visited Stornoway that thev thought no town in
the world could be so imposing, for thev always spoke of it as "Great
.Stornoway of the Castle." and declared" that "it is a wonder that the
King himself does not come and live there."

Stornoway, nr as the natives sonu'times call 1 "Styornowav."
IS the important town in the Hebrides. It is well lai . out. Its streets
are well paved and have the merit of cleanliness. The shops are ex-
cellent structures and compare fav.nirabb. with th.ise of nianv a


