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for the hand of his beautiful sister, Mary Tudor;
and after the negotiations were completed, they

were married at Abbeville. As far as Louis's pur-

pose went, however, the marriage was a failure, as

the King died a few months later, and the Due
d'Angouleme, his son-in-law, ascended his throne

as Frangois I". To his reign belongs the second

alliance in the history of Abbeville, the pact signed

between the King of France and Cardinal Wolsey,
on behalf of Henry VIII., against the common
enemy, Charles V.—a figure so commanding, so

infinitely greater than his contemporaries, that

beside him the brilliancy of Frangois, the gallantry

of Henry, and the pomp and magnificence of his

favourite Wolsey, seemed entirely eclipsed, and the

three men appear almost as puppets, unstable and
vacillating, now the closest of friends, and now
the bitterest of enemies.

Abbeville still maintains many of the old pic-

turesque landmarks which made it a favourite

sketching ground for Prout and for Ruskin. The
market-place is surrounded by a number of houses

with high pitched gables, coloured in various tints

of white, grey and pale green. Some beautiful draw-
ings by Ruskin, executed in pencil and tint, which
have lately been exhibited to the public, bear testi-

mony to its picturesquen-ss, of which a great deal
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