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ON BEING A PADRE
By W.F.B.

“Chaplains are rather useless social orna-
ments.” That is a popular idea, and one
which most of us have held, though some
have had reason to change it.

The Service, despite all the kindliness, in-
terest, and concern of officers and N.C.O.s,
cannot adapt itself to all human conditions
and needs. There are always a few indi-
viduals made to suffer accidentally through
situations and rules necessarily imposed by
the circumstances of so vast an organization
operating in many lands in time of war.
Often it is possible for the Chaplain to dis-
cover such cases, and to do something to
make life more bearable, and its injustices
less bitter.

In wartime, with huge masses of men
under training and in service, it is necessary,
if there is to be discipline, order, and effi-
ciency, that human considerations, friend-
ships, and courtesies, be subordinated to the
jobs which must be done. It is of the first
importance that there be an officer on each
station who is not bound by these limita-
tions, who can mix easily and freely with
all ranks and types of men and women,
and, understanding the needs of all, can
explain misunderstandings, and interpret
people to one another.

There are many who, though they have
good pals in the Service, have troubles and
difficulties which they must discuss with
somebody, and who feel that they can't talk
them over with those with whom they live
and work. To many of these the Padre is
a confidential friend, ready to listen to any
complaints, to try to advise about any prob-
lem, and to help to think out many a dilem-
ma.

It is always the business of a Christian
minister to be a teacher, and it may some-
times appear that a Chaplain neglects this
side of his work. But there are some who
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try, with little preaching or moralizing, to
bring the light of Christian faith upon the
questions and circumstances of airmen, and
who think that such “teaching” may have
more value than dry and dusty sermons.

The most difficult and delicate phase of a
Padre’s responsibilities, however, is to re-
mind all ranks of the laws, the claims, the
justice, and the love of God. He tries to do
so through the Sunday services, but prob-
ably he does it just as often by a gentle,
laughing hint; or by an explanation of the
needs of the Service, or the responsibilities
of an individual’s position.

How can any man ever do such a job?
None can, but a few can dare to try. And
there are some important ways of doing it.

Padres try to understand all phases of
the life and work of the Service. That is
why they lurk quietly on the edge of con-
versations, why they are often turning up
at unexpected places. i

Padres try to know, individually and per-
sonally, as many officers and men as they
can. It is obviously impossible to be intim-
ate with everybody, but it is hoped that one
can be known as open to all. And it is the
aim of a’ Chaplain to be able to take as
much time as necessary for each individual
and his concerns. That is why he is left
free from administrative responsibilities.

Being a Padre can be a very lonely job,
and there are some who suffer from its
loneliness. But it can, at the same time,
be one of the happiest and richest jobs in
the world. Part of that depends upon the
Padre, but just as much upon the men he
seeks to serve.
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YOUTH AND SUCCESS
By J.M.B.

It is a truism to state that the R.C.AF.
has drawn to the Colours the pick of the
Canadian -youth. The young men who have
flocked to join its ranks have a clear un-
derstanding of the  principles at stake.
Flaunting death and with a splendid ideal-
ism, they stand ready for the great sacrifice
that Right may prevail and that the world
may be made better for others to live in it.

Youth is the exuberance of Life, conscious
of its own strength; it is a contemptuous

devil-may-care attitude in the face of diffi-

culties, an unwavering assurance of over-
coming any obstacle with a slight effort.

Youth is a Faith in the goodness of life in
a World which asks only to be conquered;
it is an undaunted Hope of a glorified to-
morrow whose realization never seems
doubtful, a Hope with a surprising aptitude
to bloom even among ruins and almost on
tombstones; it is a Love of all things which
are noble and true.

Youth is all this and it also appears under
a thousand-and-one other forms more fan-
ciful, more lovely. and perhaps also—more
deceiving. Indeed, in order to be such a
bright and beautiful form of life, youth must
present itself with the forceful armour of
intelligent, persevering Action and not with
the graceful but vain cloak of Dream. How
many are there not who are deceived by the
dreams of a young man!

When asked his opinion as to what con-
stituted a great life, a certain philosopher
replied:  “It is a dream of youth realized at
maturity.” True enough, provided it is ex-
plained that from youth to maturity a great
career is prepared, made and confirmed only
through sustained effort and uninterrupted
action. Dreamers who lack the will-power
and the energy to reach for the objects of
their dreams never achieve anything, They
only add to the number of the discontented,
the envious and the misunderstood. Another
kind of dreamer is he'who, blind to his own

interests, refuses to accept the inevitable
discipline imposed by social order and by
divine and human laws, and, through pride
or over-eager ambition, spoils his chances
of success.

In a certain sense and to a certain degree
it is true that one makes one’s life. But Life
itself is a symphony whose every note is es-
sential to the beauty and perfection of the
whole and every one of us has a part to
play. What that part will be in the end we
do not yet know; but the part we must play
now we do know; and we must go on, faith-

ful to our present duty, accomplishing our

daily task to the best of our ability, earnest
in our efforts to improve our work and our-
selves along the lines of our calling. How-
ever humble that task may now be, there
rests upon' us a real responsibility
to do it well. A man’s responsibility is not
measured by the apparent importance of his
situation but by the obligation which binds
him to his duty. In the R.C.A.F. every man,
from Air-Marshal to AC2 is bound by the
same _obligation: to serve his King and
Country to the utmost of his strength and
ability within the limits of the task to which
he is assigned.

Your present task' may seem dull and irk-
some, devoid of glamour and pleasure. Men
will perhaps judge it so: they are short-
sighted. But you will always keep a right to
their respect if you are patient and do it
well, while your situation will not be im-
proved by grumbling, negligence in your
work or breaking the rules.

If you thus understand your responsibility
and the beauty of Service, you will rise ac-
cording to the talents which were given you
and which you cannot make for yourself. A
man deserves to rise above his fellow-men
only inasmuch as he can see his responsibil-

_ities and can man enough: courage to assume
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HE WALKED
“Perhaps you’ll explain,” said the female
pigeon icily, “why you're two hours late for
dinner.” :

“My dear, 1 was five miles away when I
started homing,” said her husband, “and it
wals such a nice evening that I thought I'd
walk.” .
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Plan to Attend
BARRIE KIWANIS

KARNIVAL

Post Office Square, Barrie
TUES. - WED. - THURS.

JULY 14-15-16

Proceeds in 8id of Kiwanis Club Community
Welfare and War Work

MILITARY BANDS IN ATTENDANCE
FUN - FROLIC - AND AMUSEMENTS
' GAMES OF ALL KINDS

Grand Prize Draw - Thur. - July 16

THE FOLLOWING ARE THE PRIZES:

® Lane Cedar Chest complete with linen, etc.
® English China Dinner Set, 97 pieces

® Rolex Oyster Wrist Watch

® 7 Tube RCA Victor Radio

® Lounge Chair with Ottoman




