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Physical Education Building

Adorning the expanding Uni-
versity campus, is the newly-
built Physical Education Build-

Since the back issues of The
Gateway take us back only to
1917, we may assume that it
was at that time the five wise
men and a coach discovered the
game of basketball on this
campus.

Now in its 45th year, the
sport remains a backbone of the
athletic scene on campus. Its
history records, years of suc-
cess, years of failure, years
when the team’s best men were
ineligible because of marks,
years when the team couldn’t
even finance a road trip to
Calgary.

The first years were plagued
by the effects of the first World

r War. Lack of finances forced
'y the cancellation of a trip to Cal-
- gary, Lethbridge and Raymond
al in 1916-17. The team did l:each
9 the Edmonton city league finals,
d but lost to Namao 56-36. The

next few years were none too

successful, the team lost out to

Namao again, and in inter-

collegiate play was beaten by

U of S.

The 1920-21 season was a joyous
one. The Bears swept the provincial
championships, and reigned supreme
for five years. In '24-'25 they lost
to the YMCA, and lost the city title
with the game.

Retaliation was quick, and revenge
was sweet the year following, when
the Bears defeated their former con-
querors and regained the crown.
The cup of victory was bittered with
sickness on the team and lack of
funds, which prevented the Bears
from playing in the provincial finals.
And in intercollegiate battle, the team
surrendered again to U of S.

Victory in the province, and defeat
in inter-varsity play remained the
pattern for a number of years. The
traditional defeat at the hands of
U of S was repeated in '27-'28 and
U of M replaced U of S two years
later. That same year, Lethbridge
took the provincial title from the
Bears, and the Dark Ages came.

In ’35-’36, the team looked
better than it had for years.
Everyone was enthusiastic, and
afraid. An enemy coach called
them the best team in years, a
fantastic team. This statement
was apparently inspired more by
lack of confidence in his own
team than a true assessment of
the Bears, for this coach’s own
team trounced the ‘fantastic’
Bears soundly and took the pro-
vincial title.

Even if that team was overrated, it
was a sign that things were looking
up for the Bears. In 1937, the Green
and Gold made the Northern Alberta
play-offs and won. The year after,
the Rigley Trophy was contested
with the old foe, Saskatchewan. Al-
though Alberta won two of the three
games, they were clobbered on the
third, and that was enough to lose
the total points score, and forfeit the

FOOTBALL CONTINUED

season. Under head coach Steve
endryk and ‘his four assistants,
Clare Drake, Murray Smith, Percy
Daigle and Frankie Morris they fin-
shed a strong second to the power-
ful UBC Thunderbirds. The ’'Birds

luring the ten year dry spell, in the
S}Vlft Evergreen Conference, of the
Northern Pacific States.

Golden Bears And Baskets

trophy.
In 1944, for reasons lost in the
mists of history, the Golden Bears
lost the protection of the Amateur
Athletic Union. Just what this
meant, is also unclear. Aside from
this blow (if it was one), the Bears
had a very successful season. The
Rigley trophy returned to U of A,
and the Green and Gold settled an
old score when they defeated U of S.
Mid-century was hailed around
the world as the beginning of a new
era. It may not have been for the

rest of the world, but for the Bears it |
was indeed. U of A opposed UBC

ing. This composite building
takes the place of the old Drill
Hall and Varsity Rink which
have recently been torn down.

for the inter-collegiate basketballiwnh its provision for new and
crown, and won. |expanded facilities, it has be-
Those first fifties were the period come a welcomed asset to the
of Ed Lucht, Don Mclntosh, and (Jniversity.
other names still recognized in g
basketball ‘circles. Located directly west of the
UBC regained the intervarsity, Students’ Union Building, this
kingship in ’53-'54, but that was theIlarge unit houses an artificial
only dark spot in that era of bright-!. 4 2 1
ness. The brightest season was '57-|1C€ arena, a swimming pool
’58, when Dun Munro was voted gymnasiums and special facili-
“most valuable player” of the West- ' ties for physical education and
ern Canadian Intercollegiate Athletic j.acreation
Union, and coach Steve Mendryk §
was acclaimed “most valuable|
coach”.

The spacious main gymnasium
provides facilities for basketball,

Sparkling Facilities

volleyball and badminton. Two
banks of folding seats increase
the seating capacity of the gym-
nasium to 2,700. Student dances
are also held in the gymnasium.
The smaller west gymnasium is
used by the womens’ service
classes.

Found in the southern part of the
building is the beautiful T-shaped
swimming pool. A racing area of 25
yards by 42 feet is complemented by
a deeper diving area. One metre and
three metre diving boards are pro-
vided for diving enthusiasts, Un-
derwater lighting, speakers and ob-
servation windows add to facilities
provided. The spectator stands can
accommodate 600 people.

Composing the west wing of the
Physical Education Building is the
artificial Ice Arena. It has an arti-
ficial ice surface of 85 feet by 195
feet which can be taken out to bare
the terrazzo floor for student dances
and concerts. Skating, hockey, danc-
ing, and curling can be accommod-
ated in this area. The seating capa-
city is 2,800. The arena. provides
storage area and dressing rooms for
the football team.

Other facilities included in the
building include two handball and
squash courts, a wrestling room,
gymnastic room, dance studio, cor-
rective gymnasium, weight training
room, striking bag room, athletic
training room, and research and test-
ing laboratory.

Three lecture rooms, one seminar
room, and staff offices are used by
the school of physcal education,
Locker and shower rooms can ac-
commodate over 4,000 students.

The staff of the school of physical
education instruct-or supervise the
bachelor of physical education pro-
gram, M.Sc. program in physical
education, the service program (re-
quired by all first year students),
the teacher education program, in-
tra-mural sports program, and in-
tercollegiate athletic program.

The physical education build-
ing, nicknamed PEB. is a gift
from the provincial government,
Friends of Winslow and Christ-
ian Hamilton, the Alumni Asso-
ciation and the students of the
University.
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