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pointe Worth Ponderiflg.

A N editorial correspondent of the Halifax Wesleyait,
.Xwriting from St. John, N.B., has sorte sugges-

tive, remnarks touchiiig expenditure on our Home Mis-

sions. As these remnarks apply ta, otber Conférences

quite as mucb as to, New Brunswick, we give them

the beniefit of tht OUTLOOK'S circulation, and trust

that ail corcerned will " read, mark, learn and inwardly

digest the same ":

The ministers of tbe Conference of New Brunswick

and Prince Edward Island preach in three hundred and

ninety-nine different places within the two Provinces that

constitutc the Conference territory. The total Methodist

popuilation wýitbin that area 's 49,10oo. That will give an

average of 123 persans ta cvery appointnient in the Con-

teirnce. Plerhaps we do not often consider the matter,

but it mneans that if next Sunday morning evtry Methodist

in Nuw Brunswick and Prince Edward Island-infants in

armns, the sick, the aged and tbe infirm-were to corne to

the p)lace where the Meutbodist minister is accustomed ta

hold service in their locality, there would be just 123 per-
sons present in eacb place. The spaiu Centenary and

other churches in St. John, the Freercon church, tht

Charlottetown churches, every Methodist church or school-

hause or mission hall would have just 123 persans presenit.
We kno)w, af co-urse-, that ail the city churches, and many of

those in villages and country districts, bave regular congre-
gatians very 1argely- in exctss of tht figures namned. And it

is very daubtful if, when we exclude from our calculation.-
infants, the sick, the infirni, tht aged, it is possible for more

than 75 per cent. of tbe 'Metbadists returned in tht census

ta bo prescrnt at service at any ont tinit. When, therefore,

we reduce the numbebr, 123, by these considerations, we

shahl see ta how smnall camrmunities of Methodists aur

minusters are carrying the ministries of aur Church. We

dIo not mean ta say that service is held by theni every Sun-

d ay ai ail these appiointments. In somne of theni, service is

fortnightly, and, in rare instances, perhaps once a montb;

but in these places other denomninations are conducting
service an the intervenîng Sundays, and cases are flot rare

in wbicb tht anly reason wvhy the Methodîst minister does

naot hald service more frequently is, that bie must await bis

turn with ministers ai four or five other denominationis,
wba eacb have an appointment at the same place. in view

of these facts, we dIo not think we can be raid ta be guilty

of neglecting aur own people in tht sparsely settled parts of
aur Conference territary.

It is somnetimies urged that it is aur dluty ta preach the

Gospel ta) others as well is ta aur own people. That is

true : but we then are entering upon mnissianary xork, and

tht first questions in that case are, wbere cati we do that

work ta tht nmost advantage? and, where is the need tht

greatest ? Now, we have no doubt that aur Baptist, Epis-

copal and Preabyteriafi bretbren would be greatly bene-

fited by receiving Methodism, but we do flot tbink that

even tht maost bigoted Mlethodist -if a Methodist can bc

bigoteti at aill-beheves that any memnher ai those denamnin

ations will perisb for the iack ai it. Indeed, it is conceiv

able that thero are persans for whamn those Chuirchos art

better uuited than even the Methodiet Cburcb.
If, thon, vo are called to mission work at ail, it is to g

wherc the meods arc greatest. And with 40,000,000 japan

ese and 400,000,000 Chineso aImait at aur doors perishini

for the lack of the Gospel, Iet no mnan say that we ar,

calltd ta carry an missionary work amaflg other denomini

tions who arc aur neighbars, and niany Of whose gmmber

rebuke by their Christlikenesu and devotiofi our ovu worle

lineas and un Christian lives.
If, howver, anyaflo stiUl thinks the home fields nie

increased missionary cultivatian, the great North-West an

the Province ai Quobe lie next us, and arc invitzng sphert

ai labor.
Wec hope that thoso charged with the responsibulity i

relation ta the mnatter viii nul disiregard tva or thrE

Unpeasntlesbons that sanie ai the circuits sought 1

unpleas n aUr rnimds at tht lamit Conference. çjOt

our leading circuits reported a very large decrease ini the
contributions to the Missionary Society, and several otheve
reported decreases varying ail the way from $30 ta $1@n.
When an explanation was asked, the decrease was in each
case accounted for in this way-that many of the regular
contributors had given their subscriptions to the Woman'su
Missionary Society because in that way their money waa

used for Foreign Missions instead of being spent at homne.
The representatives front ont circuit were stili more pire-

cise and circumstantial. They said that they had ohserved
that a certain portion of their missionary contributions had
been used as a grant towards tht support of the mînister on
a circuit adjacent to their own. They were sufflciently weil

acquainted with their neighbors to know that they wcre
easil), able to pay their minister, if they would, wvithout help

froin them. Tbey therefore contributed a considerable
arnount of their usual subscriptions to the Womnan's Mis-
sionary Society, that their money might be spent in the
foreign field.

It is a most serjous and unfortunate thing that thr G;ene,

raI Missionary Fund should suifer a decrease hy the diver-

sion 'of money even to so excellent an organization as the
Wonian's Missionary Society; but it is time to look tht,

matter in the face whien our people thînk it necessary, so to

speak, ta take the law into their own hands, because they

wish that their contributions should reach the foreign work.
C. il. P.

Woman's Meclical Mt5ionarY Work.

BY ROSETTA SHERWOOD HALL, M.D., SEOUL, COREA.

STHINK 1 have told you before of the sad results that
often follow treatment by the native doctor in Corea.

is year, for tht first, 1 saw one of them at his work, and
1 will try to tell yau about it. 1 was called one day to the

bouse of one of the higher class to set a child wbo had

become very sick twa or three days before, aiter being
carried a long distance, strapped to the back of his nurse,
as is their custonm, bis bare head and the nape of bis ntck

exposed ta the fierce heat af a july suri. 1 found him in~

convulsions, and after a careful examinatian 1 told the

father I feared there was littlt or no hope of his recovery,
Both father and mother bowed before me and*begged me

t A "give life," as they express it bere. I told them only

God could do that, but we would do ail that we could, and
1 left them rnedicine and the necessary directions, with the
promise to return in the marning. Now, this child was the

only son of these people, and their love for hirn was just as

strong as that of fond Amnerican parents, and, like theni,
they wanted ta leave nothing undone that could bc done

for their darling. They had had the Corean doctar belore

they called me, and when they saw the child surely growing
warse they thought they would try the foreign doctor ; but
now as marning dawned and no irnprovement they again
sent for the Corean doctor, who arrived sbortly after 1 did.

*The motiier and Esther, who accompanied me, had then t,
]clave the roofli, as noa Carean woman may be seen by a
man who dots flot belong ta ber own family. Alter exam-

> mrng the littie boy 1 told tht father that he was dying. 1
could do no mort for him, that God was surely going to
takt: him very soion ta his heavenly borne. Then the

ufather bade the Carcan doctor ta again try his skill. Th,
L_ first thing the doctor did was ta make a little pyramid of a
s brownish-ooking powder upon each breast af the child and
1- thon ta set it afire, As it began ta burn the tender skin 1

begged the father tohave it removed, and I said ta the
d doctor; " You know it can do no good;-» but he only
d calmly smiled, as ho obeyed the now almost frantic father

~sta go aon with his treatment. Ht then toak out from itb
sheath a needie, half way between a darning needie and a

n surgeon'. probe in aprnc, and this he proceeded to
'e stick thr<xlgh etichli hUit footý through the palms af the
aO band, the thumb-joints, anid through the lips imita the jav,
cii just benoath the n----. Again 1 tried to make him stop.


