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p AR LIAMENT opens next week, and wil waste three days atthe job. Normaily Parliament oniy Wastes two days in get-
ting itself opeued; but when it is a new Parliament, it requires

three days, for the more formidable operation. The first day, the
members assemble in the Gommons Chamber and the Senators crowd
themselves into as mucli of the Senate Chamber as is not taken up
by ladies inu evening dress-though it is afternoon-or is it only the
next day in the case of a new Parliament thait the ladies come? Any-way the members are sworn in and await the dread'summons of the
Black Rod. A littie after three, some one warns the officials of the
Gommons that the Black Rod is coming,
and they hastily close the doors against
him. He miglit walk right in other-
wise; and the Constitution wold be
fataily shattered, As it is, he knocks with
ghostly distiuctuess on the cioseci do-ors.
The Sergeant-at-Arnis looks to see that his
sword is lu its scabbard, and then cautiaus-
]y peaks out. Discovering that the stranger
who imperiousîy demands admission is
none other than the Black Rod, he as cau-
tiously closes the door again on this
impressive personage and tip-toes up t o the
Clerk's table and reports the matter to hlm.

T îs, so, long since 1 have seen an openîng
of Parliameut that I may be transfer-

ring to the first day ceremonies which oniy
grace the second; but it reaily does îîot mat-
ter. The upshot of it is that the Gommons
are summtioned to the Senate Chamber to
mecet the Governor-General and-presum-
ably-to listen to the Speech from the
Throne. Whien they g,,et over there, how-
ever, they are toidl that they have forgotten
to eîect a £peaker; and, when they corne to
think of it, they have. Every first session
of a Parliament, they always forget in this
way. It never seems to occur to the oldest
Parliam~entarian that, whvlile they are stand- PRINCE GEORGE, THE SFing arouud waiting for the Black Rod after E-NT TO THE THbeing sworn in, they might elect a Speaker The Crown Prince of Sens

render the crisis ln the Nearand "fool" the Governor-Genleral for once. the world as possible. He liasBut they invariabiy go streaming o-ver to score, and, according to report
sary lie will even take arms ag,the Seuate without having provided tliem- George is the second chilci of Iýselves with a gentleman to wear a cocked tIst 27th, (old style), 1887. Hiborn in December of the follo'çhat and stand Up beside the Mace and look Helene, in October, 1884.

dignified. So they are sent back to elect a
Speaker and are not ailowed to hear the Speech fromn the Throne until
next day.

W~ HEN the next day cornes, the Black Rod makes another descent
on the Commons, and is again forestalled and then admittedby the cautious and armed-to-the-teetli Sergeant..at-Arms. I tell you thecountry member sings pretty sn-all while,~these two gentlemen areprying Parliament open. 1 will not bothêr you about the six bows-

or is it nine-of the Black Rod. They are not what they were when
I was a boy;.but they are stili examples of the poetry of motion. Ihave neyer seen anything like them elsewliere except at an African"cake-walk." This time the Gommons goes o-ver with its Speaker atits head, and gets a chance to be unable to hear the reading of the
Speech. J{çwever, the ladies are all there; and sometitues theJudges of~ the Supreme Court sit most uncomfortably on a baless
diivan in the centre of the room. Nor do the members miss the
Speech aitogether; for the Speaker announces on his return that he
lias brought away a copy as a souveir-wheul no one was looking-
and that they may have the benefit of it.

'T HIS takes up Wednesday and Thursday; for the Gommons dot~
flot think of even beginning its debate on the Speech that day

The journey to the Senate Chamber has unfitted it for seriaus busi-
ness. Friday the debate opens and may end if il is 'to be purely for-
mal. If there are aniendments to be moved and serious discussiol
to ensue, that is ail adjourned until next week. The first week is*tc
l)e devoted to the overture; and it is unconstitutional for anybody t(
work except the Black Rod. Saturday night cornes the Drawi11ý
Room when ail and sundry may be presented to Their Exceilencies
after which Society is officially aware of the fact that Parlia.
ment is open. The week after, the n2embers may escape from th(
succession of pageants, and take up the business of the nation whici
they have corne to perform. The grey and drab members of th(~
Gommons begin to ernerge more from the background, as it were
and we can get a giimpse of some people who do flot wear goid lac(
or.carry a sword.

TDARE say that this is ail very impressive, and is intended tc
A.estabiish the dignity of Parliament. I hope that it lias thal

eff ect. But it neyer seerned to me to raise the dignity of the HousE
of Gommons very rnuch to be summnoue'
over to the Senate Chamber like so maflY
school boys, to, stand up in a cramped spacE
in the back of the Chamber whiie Ottawa
Society sat ait the Senatorial desks and ofi-
diais in uniform pranced about, there tc
hear the reading of the Speech which a
Committee of Parliament had written and
which the House of Gommons could "waste
paper basket" if it so desired. To se
Edward Blake, Dalton McCarthy, Wilfrid
Laurier, R. L. Borden, George Foster, Wil-
liamn Paterson, F. D. Monk jostiing in the
lobby beiow the sacred rail which usually
shuts iu the Senators, whiIe the 'ir "betters',
-the Senators they had macte-sat in state
above them, and uniformed officers shep-
herded them like farmers at a 'side show."
neyer seemed to me to be particulariy edi-
fying. The best men of Canada have bee"
in that throng, while the Governor-General
was the ouly officiai, flot their own creation,
who lorded it over them. Persoually, I had
rather see Parliament opened by the arrivaI
of His 'Excellency to read his Speech to, the
Gommons, and then have business corn-
mence ten minutes afterward.
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manners and methods of certain members
that body shouild be amended speedilAfter a -motion had been brouglit in, expressîng regert at ti"enforceci parting" of three tru'stees, the gentlemen so address(acknowiedged the spirit of the motion iu varying termns. -One Of tideparting trio, so far forgot himself and the interests lie had reprsented, as to descend to "sewer rats" and other terms of abuse by wýýof describing his opponents' methods. A noisy member, iu replyluiretaliated in unamiable fashion and the incident furnisheci tlie eveling papers with a column of sensationial epitliets.

During the samne week, a few niotons youngsters at Jarvis StreCoilegiate Institute issuied an ill-advised circular regarding receltime regulations and the press proceeded to magnif this foolihmanifesto into a general insurrection. The comrpiaint is madethese ia y s that the youing people of Canada are not cliaracterisedrespect f or authority-that they are lacking lu that courtesy wbicgoes so far towards lubricating the commercial and social machiner
.What may be expected from t he pupils lu the Toronto public sdhoo.
i11 the matter of vocabulary or deportment, when thie mnembers at tihlead of the educational system show such a lamentable lack of ristraint? Behind this controversy w'as an appointmeut lu connecticwith which the Church of Rome was charged with exerting unduinfluence. Without pronounding at ail on t he merits of the case, orniay point out to certain agitated Protestants that they are doing thecause no good by a violence of speech and manner, siach as instructolin the clirch whicli they attack carefully avoîd. J. G,

A Matter 'of ý-Manniers


