
Frit Ladinga Hir Sai.A fine Row of Submarine Teeth.

orne Strange Habits of the Hair Seal
By BONNYCASTLE

_e standing on a littie pebbly spit
*hing some salmen fishers arrange
r1 tackle. .Outside the spit the surf
(I tumultuously along the great Straits
uca, tellîng of some recent stormn on
Pacifie. Inside the spit the sheltered
inlet were calm and unruffled. Sud-

'Me towards us Up through this calim
lag, splasbing, dark-backed thing that
e like a knife. On it slid through the
right out onto the pebbles of the spit

ing dog salmon, and directIv in its
ng uip the water into great spouting
>big hair seal. It was oniy the, fact

on that lonely strand that saved that
the- seal. Alas! peor thing, it should
liberty after se desperate' a measure
shore; but the fishermen took it and
lont mean to write this as a common

nong salmon, yet they will do any-
e the savage pursuer. The lad Fritz,
and I have sat for heurs watching
usuially harmless animais in its swift

Salmon. It seems transformed to a
when it starts te hunt, plunging on
flats where the water is in places less

-lies deep, with the dark-backed fish
ýad. Some of the rapid twists of the
t actually tUrns a back somersault to
lat had slipped by, are marvellous ex-
hese carnîvorous animais that are so
ted to a marine life.
.order of Pinnipedia differ fromn the

[On in the absence of external cars.
ýn seen the varions rockeries where
ils breed. They do not frequent one
t ntrimbers, being scattered ail along
Pacifie coast, a few pair in eadh inlet
isequenitly these isolated females breed
'lit reefs and littie loneiy islands. It
111 eariy spring days that the barking
'ases about these chosen spots and the
'ale flops hier way Up ente the shelving
Slittie Dups these need to be as there
choicè of evenl a smooth spot for the

ýce'Ption. Right in a crevice of the
h ay retting an ancient Indian
ghastiy' buirden of bleached skuil and

es-for' this present breeding gromnd
ai hald in timies long past been chesen
Place of a nieighbouring native tribe-
th1 is sketch was borni. One thing that

If UPoli our notice was-tbe big femnale
ed at uis froni the rocky ledge where
3qUieainig beside hier had exactly the

expression as the time-discoloured
'er. Often since then when we have
g one of these active beasts flshing
dthe resemblance ail of tfiem bear to
1.Ju.st notice the niext one that pops

e tie sea and you will agree with our

O'wnil other hiad been feeding the little
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grey-and-black spotted chap with freshly caught
fish, as the way she had flapped up was yet wet ani
bits of the fish iay beside the pair. Although the.
surf forbade us landing, we had excellent oppor-

'He seized it by its bind flippers and threw
it on the deck."

Head of the Hair Seal Pup.

by the Au th or.

tuiides for'observation. The lad, of course, wanted
the wee one, but, rememhering our iast experience
with young seais I bade our Indians paddle away.
Let me tell yeu of the young seal Fritz stole away
fromn a iedge. It was eue of the prettiest silky
things one couid imagine. It was fuily reared and
no douht able to slip off the iedge and fish for itseif,
as they ail learn to do in the first few weeks. It
was of a clear grey silver coat thickly spotted with
irregular black spots. On the beily it was pure
white. Its delicate flippers were white and siiky,
its five long, streng claws on each were also pure
white; there were hard-cased claws on the fore-
flippers and -soft-cased on the back (I have noticed
that ail this family, sea lions and aIl, soon wear eut
these sof t hind ciaws).

This silvery white thing when dry was a beauti-
fui deve grey when wet. One would think -it was a
thing of beauty and a jey forever. When the lad
first got it we were camped. We were studying
the varieties of starfish in Puget Sound, It was
warm weather, se the lad partly disrobed before
getting into his iow hunk. Outside the teiit "Mer-
man," as wve called the seal, snored and sighed and
sobbed in its most peculiar seal fashion. Soon we
ail siept. Then the seal discevered it was hungry,
and as its naturai fishing greund was oniy ten steps
frem the tent, in it dived and caught, ne doubt, a
geod bellyful. Out it flapped its way, sighîng in its
usual mournful habit. Ahead ieomed the tent where
the two hig animais siept. Why should it aiso net
sieep in the tent? In under the curtain it rolled
and flapped its wet and sandy way towards Fritz's
bunl. That big animal had biankets ever it. Why
should net a littie wet seal have blankets over it
also? Se in it flapped into Fritz's bunk. The ,cry
that arese on that stili niglit air made ail the roost-
ing birds in the shorebrush twitter, and enly the
fact that they cannet umclasp their claws when their
legs are bent prevented themn from falling from off
their perches. The cry brought me awake sitting
up. It was repeated in a shriller key. The seai
had found the warmth ef the bunk and was clawing
te stay in. The wet body against the warm skin
of the yet oniy half-awakened lad was driving hlm
hysterical, and it was eniy wben I lighted a match
and threw hack bis blankets that we both had time
and seasen for iaughter. We kicked the littie beast
eut and he got even hy creeping into the open mouth
of the bread sack and sleeping there, causing Fritz
a ten-mile paddle for more bread.

Day by day this thing tormented us. Time after
time we threw it overboard only te find it at home
before us. Realiy it was mest comicai te see a beast
that we had flung inte the water a good five miles
away corme flapping dewnvi the path actually barkinig
eut a welcome te the. returning hosts. One day the
lad came hack in great glee; he said a lady had
offered hlm five dollars for Merman and he ýhad
told bier lie neyer took money but woulld be happy
te iv the seal te bier; and the last he- had seen
ef Mermian was bais strtiggles at the end of an
ignominious dng chain as lie barked and sohhed

Fritz Landing a Hair Seal.


