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BOWS FRI BREBWSTER AND B.c
The Pending' Election May Brin g Surprises to Both Parties

NOW, If it be true, that "an insttution is but
tbe lengthened sbadow of a man," it is aiso
true, that the fortunes o! a political party
are so bound up witb the personalitp of its

leaders, that politics becomos to a large extent a
study ln character. 0f course, even a strung leader
cannut croate the Issues, but hoe can put his uwn
stamp upon them. Tlie elocturs oit Britishb Columbia
,will, on Sopteunber tourteemnth, decide, not su mucli
betwoen pulicios as between persuns. Taken ab-
stracbly, the plattorms of the two parties are sut
very different. A year or t'wo ago, they cud bave
boos contrasted, but now the voter wiil bave pre'tty
mucb the ame aifficulty In diistiaguisblng between
tbom, as Alice lu Wondorland had in finding the
difforence betwoen Tweedledum and Tweedlodoo.
The eituation remlnds one of Lloyd George's saying
that the cburcb to wbicb be belonged was tors by
two factions, that bie, himself, was passionately
attacbod to one ut ýthem, ýbut hoe could nover remem-
ber juat wbicb one it was, not that this cuming elec-
tion is devoid ot sîgnificance, for, as a matter o! tact,
there ls a very olear-cut issue at stake. Mes are
themselves issues. Thoir record and character are
factors o! vital importance In a vuter's decision. The
Liberal party dlaim, o! course, that the platiformas are
simillar, bocause theïr opponents bave stolen ail tbieir
planks. But public opinion, and the logic ut events,
point in a certain direction and buth parties must
perfurce foliew. The record of the governiment, and
tbe resuit o! that poiicy, as it relates tu the prescnt
ecunomic situation, will play a large part in the
cuming electios. But the electors are, by no means,
focussIng tbeir attention upon the past alune. Thoy
expeet to hoe shows some way out of the present
muddlo.

The situation in B. C. Is o! a kisd to keep poll-
ticians awake at nigbts. Tbey cannot at ail count
simply os party loyalty to carry elections. Thore
bas aiways been a pronuunced streak ot radicalism
in the Pacifie Province, but prosperity, widely dis-
tributed, bas evor bad a tesdency to put radlcalism
to sioep. Witb the -pincb of bard Urnes it again
wakes into activity. Now, B. C. bas ba.d bard times
enougb te produace almost any'tbing. Worktng men,
wbo bave walked the streets ot Victoria and Vas-
couver desperately hunting work, wbiob could not
be t'ound; business -men, witb tbeir eye on- the cales-
dar, knowing that their (business could stand Just se
nxany weeks or mon'ths more o! sucb ecunomic star-
vatien, and tben, tbe deluge; property owners, whoso
bouses stood empty or wore filod wltb tenants wbho
could not even pay tbeLr wator rates, were sot la a
mood to bie roused Into frastie entbusiasm, simply
upos bearing the party slogan. The first year et
the war saw depression everywbero la Canada, but
now'bere was It se grim and bitter as os tbe Pacifie
Coast. Men la $20,000 bouses lived lu their kitebene,
bocause tbey could nut pay for fuel and liglit. Men,
rated as wel-.to-do, or oven wealtby, the year >eflore,
were Klad to pick up a job of $2.00 a day s'weeping
the streets and there wore five men to every one et
those jobs. B. C. liadt practlcalily nu factory oquip-
ment, wiich could be readiiy turned to munition
making. It bas nover been a manufacturisg provintce:
agriculture is 55till in the embryonic stage, and one
of lis muet Important Industries, timber, wsas fleaa
becaupe e'bips could not bo secured tu expert it. It
wae a situation to inake oves the muet con-serviitivo
do a great deal o! bard thisklag, and the Pacifie
siope is sot conservative. The country was, exceed-
lngly well aware of the tact, that the old spéeculating
regime was over, and that It was neeesary to get
down te a -productive basis. The ordinary citizen
seemod to hoe awaire of this mucli sooser thas the
members ot the governmoint, 'w'bo drew regular
salaries, and were net aitraid, at any rate, ut- the Vax
collecter. Whes political meetings were beld, and
government speakers, attempted to blamo the war
for. the whole situation, lt was a very ceol and criti-
cal1 audience wbloh, tbey met. Speakers who were
greeted with enthueiasm a year or two before, now
found that their perorations a'wakened no respanse,
usnless it wore cat calîs and interruptions. It may
net bave been entirely fair to blame tbe government
for ths plight ut the country, but iV wus certalsly
humas and, atter ail, govoxrnments who capitalîze
pWosperity must be p reparea tehbave ecosunic de-
pressioni put on the debit acouxsV The country wus
noV enIy critic3l of pat policles, but iV wanted~ te

kbw w-hat thie government prapoeod to do liw--
The attitude of ibhe man on the strftt eoui4 be
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summod upýis the sentence, "Weil bore we are, and
wbat are you going to do about it'P' There Is nu
province in the Dominion vrbere public opinion is
more alert and keon tban it is lu Britishx Columbia.
The iooseness ot political tdes is seen lu the great
turuover o! votes in the rocent bye-olections. In
1912 Vancouver snd Victoria, whiuh elect five and
four inembers, respectively, went solidly Conserva-
tive by large majorities. Last spring a cabinet min-
ister was, in ýbuth o! these constituencies, deteated
by Liberals, whose majorities 'were much iarger than
woro thuse ut the Conservativos lu the previous olec-
tien. This moans that a tremendous numbor o! men
are cbasginig thoir votes, and will face the electios
coming this Septesxber with openiminds, very largely
treed trois party Ïllas. There were nine Conserva-
tives returned by acc'lamation lu 1912. There wiii
lie su election by acclamation this Septembor, and
there is prctbably not a sisnile seat whiceh Conserva-
tivo -party managers can regard as safe. This radi-
callsm. ut temper hy ne means confines itsel! to criti-
cisis ut the goverument, but scrutinlzes wlth equal
treedem, although not witb the saine asperity, the
utterances of the Liberal leaders.

Buth o! the party leaders, thon, have in a political
field sucli as tbis, very difficuit roles to play. Witb
public opinion su keon andearnest, resounding cern-
mon Places will win scant approval. In B. C. the
politician is sadly exclaiming, 'Lite is rosi, lite is
oarnest," but is keenly apprehensivo lest, notwith-
standing the poet, a politicai grave should bie its geai.

~T RE mas wbo leads the Conservative party pro-
snts a curious study for the psycologist. One

look at that great square head, with its strong face
resting upon those maissive shouidée, would con-
vince one that the Hon. W. J. Bowser le sot a mas
to hoe easily catalugued. Iu many respects lie is the
astithesis o! bis predocessor lu office, Sir Richard
MeBrlde, in wboSe cabinet holi ad been. Attorney-
Generai sisce 1907. Sir Richard was courtly, urbase
and polished, and had sucx a gracefurl and triendly
way ot recoiving a deputatios that i'ta momabors, do-
ligh'ted at bis sympathetie hearing, would not bave
the discourtesy to asalyze bis statements, ta find out
precisely what lie had prumised. Il was only wbes
they hadl left that magnetic presence and had begun
te discusa os the stops outaide exactly what the Pre-
mier bad said that tbey would begin tu realize tlley
bad sot really beos promIs'od very much. The
presont Premiîer is blunt and decisive and when ho
mMles a public statement, IV dees sot take a doctor
et pbilosophy to understasd wbat lie means. H-ies
very asppearance suggests ruggednoss and puwer.
This dues sot mean that the Premier disdaîns diplo-
macy, for a mare a4roit and subtie politiclan dues
set exIet ln Canadian public itfe. Ho dues sut possose
the persoual papularlty o! bis for'mer leader, and
bath 'wlthis asd without tés party hoe bas very
numeroue enomies; but when a choice ut succossur
for Sir" Richard bad ta be made, Mr. Bowaor had but
te choose himeself and isf.erm the party. There was
,certainly su u'tbor mas lu the party os a par wlth
hlm ln intellectual power. If one wisbed te geV as
estlmate utf tlie mas lie could, ln the course of a
elnagIe aiteruoon, b;y isterviewing mes o! prominence
lu Vancouver or Victoria, collect thie muet djvergent
sud cosficting view 'points ln regard te him. Ose
significant tbing woul bie that thoro weuld -be nu
seutrals, every ose lsterviewod would bold decided
views ln regard to hlm. Hie bas se lImpressed hies
persoualîty upon the public lite ot Britishi Coliumbia
that loir indeed tbere would be to wbomn iso sane
brought su eonerete couVent of judgmneut. Eves If
one walked do'wu Chinatown and Interviewed, Its
slant-eyed inhabitants, hoe wou4d find Vixat even here
tb.is mas was known and discus-sed. The veil o!
Oriental passivity would not lift at the names ut Sir
Robert Bordes or Sir Wilfrid Laurier, ýbut mention
Bowser, and a ray et understasding will liglitert up,
their faces, If we cose out ot the divergent v140ws
the twu muet frequently expressed and muest clearly
eunciated, sometiunes lndeed wlV'b cunsîderable bout,
they wouldise up about as foilows: Ose viair wuuld
lie, that this mnas mas the evil goulues of the Cosser-
viptive( pay tbat h bas beMn the gulding spirit of
thle uiost corrapt <w6vrument that an~y province bas

eo beucrsed- wl(1i, that BritIsh Çolumbla lias
bees fgr1ý iphndered, until thse anly thlsiu lef axe

the mountains; the iiber, minerai and land 'WB
o! the province have been scattered wi'tb a la'
band, to satlsfy the greed of the hangers on Of
goverament, and that the directing bead of ail
plunderbund was Mr. Bowser. The other vieW
Mr. Bowser is an essentially honest mani, wbo,
forturiately, was nlot able to carry througb bis
policy, becausee of other influences; that Sir 11îcI
McBrIde had so com.manded the allegiance of
Conservative party as to bie in the position to di,!
Its action, and that bie, and nlot Mr. Bo'wser, was
spoffsibbe foer that pollcy, w'bicb bas alienated s
a vast amount of the country's wealth. Lt Is full
urged t.bat this specu'lative policy ef the gover;l
was realIy wlhat was wanted, and that no gOv'
ment could have heid power tbrough those, frax'
get-ricb-ojuick years, w4hich did net minister to
gamibling mania. When Mr. Bowsûr is ýin full Ce"
of the goverument, they say that a very diffel
condition of affaire will resuit.

T HE onlooker wéo seeks an unibiased view
se in both ot these viewpoinits a large &J61X

o! truth. Mr. BoYwser has been for mnany Yeax5
brains of the Conservatlve party o! British Collini
i-s influence 'botb as a cabinet minister and 3

man have been very great. Tlie policy of the g0v~
ment bas been admittedly disastrous. Cali
Bowser, who had sucé. a potent influence inisS

that policy, now ligbtly escape responsibiltY?
Bowser, the Premier W< Britisb Columbia, cannOt,
own Mr. Bowser, the Attorney-General of the preVI

years. Some, at least, of the econornie diaasteri
B. C. can bie defluitely laid at bis door. AS 01'(
the Liberal polliticians bas urged, the preseft
deavour to escape responsibility would roulliS4

of the Jewisb prooedure -on thbe great Day et Ati
ment, when tbey sèlected a goat and sycflbOlic

loading it wl.tb the oins o1f the whule peuple, dr'
ont into tthe wllderneas. The attounpt has ben
to maire Sir Richard fufll tbe functions o« that
for the Conservative paity. Put tie peu>ple Of Bri

Columbhia will nlot se ligbUly relleve those silo
main of resiponsibility. This present electiOli1
sbow tbat In spite o! sfil his efforts Mr. BOlv

'ifound no place for repentance, though lie SOI~

it carefuily witb tears." On the ot.hor band,
quite true that in the boom days the pressurei~ 01
governient to Otve way to the speculative spirit
exceediaigly strong. Il the railway and land P

of the governmenlt bas proven disastrous, tbaft P
was. none the less enthusiaistically endirsed b

people et British ColumVbia ln two genoral eletl
The record of Mr. Bowaer since *bie has bail a

band bas been an exceedingly good one. Tbe ss
last spring osf the British Columbia Legil't
undor bis leadership, basý a great Output to S
of really constructive and usetul filatlol -l.ie

played failr with the teinporanco party, a"t d

the time bis pledge te tbem 'sas once givOin, te
a prohibition act (subject to a referendum) W>
wou#ld uneet their wisbos, be bas nover re
lis course, dospite strenuous opposition itil

ranks of bis own party. Mr. Boweer Js nlo ek

He bas a disclplLned and powerfui wlll. 14e bSg

-spicuous ability and a thoaugh and intifliate 9

Wt thbe situation ln British Col'umbia. W-b&te'ye

b is previous record, siace bie bas assuined the

mîiership, bis leadership bas ibees wise and able*

question wh the people of B. C. will bayRe te d
is as to 'wbetber this new attitude ot blis rýe,

the real conivictions o! the man, or wbohe
represent concessionis extorted tramn hilb

awakenod and vigor'ous public opinion. one z

îs certainly true, the Premier loves pcwer

men do. Wbatovor be bis own predictionn,
break no lances ln foolisb lEnight errafltry,bt
coni!orm to whatever Io necessairy teo ildh8 'as
of affaire.

Mr. H. C. Brewster, snembçr for VictO"L
leader of tbe Opposition, presents a inudhil

problem In character analysia. Hoe was frtee

ln 1907, representiug Alfberta untFl 1912, h.11 ruo
In an«ffther constiituency, lie was overwhelae
the great Couservativo landsllde. LIUYt sp5 g

again took bis seat In thbe legisiaiture, havi
the bye-electios against t~he Hon. A. C. Fl3ie
Minister ut P'iu.anpo, by a two to one maJol y

la a sucees2tul business mas, being largelY Iner

in the eanulng Industry and other ýbu-5i~le
Prises of tVhe Coast. Ilo bas san absOlt',-

(Co>ncluded on page 21),


