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Bial made no answer, for lie was
stfl iiia pet with tliis particular neigli-
bor.

",It's you that's got to bear the re-
Sponsibility too," pursued tlie old man.

"you can't disown your own clothes
that we've ail seen you wearin' al
these years, nir yot;r own liard bat,
and it's you tliat mýde- hîm."

"Wliat in timenation lie you taîkin'
about, anyway?" demanded Bial.

Uncle Cowallis merely jabbed bis
tliumb over bis shoulder in the direc-
tion of ýthe cornfield, and went on bis
way with a chuckle.

Bial, witli swift suspicion as to wha-,
ail these mysteries of tlie forenoon
tended, dropped bis harness and trot-
around bis barn.

His second self was flot on tlieknoll
attending to business. Black spots
giotted aIl over the corn piece sliowed
that the crows were strictly attending
to tlirs, however. His next natural
impulse 'was to seek furtlier witli bis
eyes and discover wliat had liappenedta the widow's scarecrow, in tliis dis-
combobulation of effigies. lis legs
wavered under hlm when lie saw tlie
..wful spectacle. Even from that dis-
tance, lie could see it clearly. Mis
scarecrow, in bis clothes bad to al
appearances rusbed over into the otlier
field and now stood there in broad day
affectionately embracing the widow's
sýcarecro'N in bier clothes. The woodcn
arms liad been bent forward arouini
thie plumply stuffed calico gown, ani
the liard bat on tlie pîllow-case liead
was tenderly close to the widow's
smart lieadgear.

Muttering profanity for the first
time in bis mild life, lie started post
haste for the sliocking scene, for the
first dizzy moment feeling wild, un-
reasonabie anger trward the culpattie
effigy itself. Tlie wliole tableau look-
cd so natural-so life-like, *w under-
stand! But wlien lie reacbed tbe lune
fence lie was swearingat the impudent
and miscliievous neiglibors.«

Now it happened that some sly re-
mark liad been deftly dropped in.tlie
widow's liearing at about the samne time,
for it was the design of the jokers to
notify both parties at thie psycliologic-
ai moment. She, too, was on bier way
to the cornfield. -ITe. two of tliem
came face to face beside theie ableau.

"If it isn't enougli to mad an angel,"
she cried, wrathfully. "Just" let me lay
bauds on the one wio, did it, tliat's

-You know mighty well I didn't do
it, Mis' Goff," lie quavered. ,'I feel
jest as you do about it. l'Il go and
lick anyone you tell' me to, Tbat's
how I feel to'ards you-I meaýn tliat's
the way I feel about tliis.",

lie made no attempt to pull away
blis scarecrow. He stood and 'looked
on the tender reéoiitre witl aými1d eve
*Ito wbicli some tenderness cre-ýt.

That painted, s lly facc sb cl:ose under
bier old hat seemed sa cosy and cou-
iding and tlien ,,ere not those old
clothes, basking;there in that simple
perfume of bers, the samne clotlies that
hiad grown into intimacy with h'im?

'"0f course I know you didn't do it,
.\r. Barton, she replied. "1,11 sit
this for you-you seem to bave more
got ic sense and mind-your-owil-buisi-
1:_ss than the rest of the folks in this
t<W n. I've noticed that mucli abou-t
Von)t from tlie start. I've noticed the
otiler about the rest of the folks. I
ai't used to their kind."

"Nor 1Ilneither," lhe blnrted. 'Th-tt'q
the reason why I ain't got mar-I
mnean that's wby I ain't tricd to lic
výry sociable witli anyone around
lieC.

-Fil warrant you' re a superior sort
of <fan to them ail, Mr .Barton," slie
cxelaimed '1Ilie fact tliat the two liad
]-n a vîctim to the same joke that

th ir neiglibors werc now maliciously
cillickling over seenied somehow tc
givc them interests in common.

1', re's no sureqr and quicker way ta
a womaf's confidence than to induce
hl r tn think thoughits of that kind.

I1clon't put myseif up over any-
hl"le answered, meekly, "but1

1:1-\ enougli to understand that whelr
¶ »îýngers come here to town tbey

gt to lie treated witb respect, es-
i-M11v when thev are hetter than ail

' ksarotind 'em-and tbat's whal
}c-,are."

hits compliment tossed at bier sa

bluntly embarrassed lier for a moment,
as her red clieeks indicated.

"Excuse me, Mis' Goff," lie stami-
mered, "but Ilbain't been mutcli used to
taikin' witli any ladies whatever, and
1 don't know liow to put it riglt-
but at least I amn lonest."

"*I know that you are, Mr. Barton,"
she saîd, gratefully, lookirig into lis
frank blue eyes. The glance w~as s0
straiglit and so sincere tliat lie feit a
littie catcli in lis tbroat-a quick up-
if t as thougli lis lieart had bobbed
suddenly. lie turned away,ý feeling the
red run up into lis face.

As his eyes fell on thedistant higli-
way he spluttered an angry wyord that
seemed, to startie lier.

"Look at the old fools," he gritted,
vibrating bis liand at tlie, road.

A hlaf a dozen teanis were lined
along tlie fence, and many persons
\vere leaning over it watching them.

'That's the way of tliis blasted
town," lie cried. "Wlien anyone pro-
poses to mind tlieir own business the
rest of tlie gang sets out to hector
and plague."
,,i don't give that for 'em," she ejac..
uated, snapping lier fingers at the

spectators, and whirling'again to face
bim.

"Nor Il" lie ecboed. The suddenSt imulus of bis angry resentment seem-
teJ to make a new-and different man
of huxîi. Here was someone to defend
and cliampion, to swear fealty to. lie
liankered for the riglit to be sometliing
more to this woman than the rest of
th2 gawkers along that fence. Tlie
queer feelings that lie lad been enter-
taining eyer since slie came to town,
and had been wondering over, now
suddenly took form in a desperate and
soleful resolve.

"Mis' Goff," he said, taking off bis
hat, you don't know 'me as well as
I wisli you did, but anyone can tel
you I ain't a coward, and that tliere
ain't many nfean streaks in me. P'm
steady and honest, an-I I've got enougli
nloney in tlie bank that I don'C~have
to' worry. Ever since you came to
this town I knew you were different
frorn the rest. I'd just like to see that
line fence there come down and stay
down. I ain't putting tliis on the
basis of property, for I-for I-well,
Mis' Goff, there ain't no two ways
about it-I think more of you than I
do of anyone else on earih, and I
want you to marry me. That ain't
very gracefully put, but it's man-fasli-
ion and riglit out of my lieart."

"I'm no silly girl, and' I know a
good man when I see him, Bial," she
said witli simple heartiness. "Tliere's
nîy band-and there's a kiss."

And lie-put lier arms around lis
neck. and smacked liim there in the
cornfield with tlie neiglibors looking
on.

"They're looking for excitement and
somethîng to talk about to-day ,and
we may as well give them a full dose,"
she whispered, with a littie note of
woman' s hysteria in lier voice.

"We'l mardi riglit up to that fence
and give 'em the news straiglit from
the shotilder," he declared stoutly, and
he took lier liand an they started with
resolute stride.

But the people suddenly whipped up
their liorses, and the pedestrians wvent

tscuffling- awav in baste. They evident-
*ly felt that there were personal rea-

sons wby tliey did not care to meet
at that timie two persons who seemed
to have sucli a perfect mutual under-
st-ndingr.

And in the general excitement of the
rincipals the two scarecrows were

left standing in the same attitude, an
tattituide tbt-speaking from the starnd-

point of birman beings-must have
becen extremnely enjoyable.
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Sentbence Berznons.

You do not lift another's burden by
treatink It lightly.

The only love that lu wasted Is that
which -i s paid out.

Meekness <loes not buy niastery at
the cost of manliness.

A man can be tender.hearted withouti
being put-t-y headed.

Whoever has a mind ta wori wIl
have a work ta mmnd.
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