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Coastal Eves to the Rescue
By Francis J. Diclaie

Kiteilanol, QupilIano, Siwaeh Squaw,lKlef how, yu tillicurn ekookum wah,
Ki you no Muchae.nmh aeppp
]P .C. Varety! Rip! Rip! Rip!'>

OATED shrilly yet music-
aldy by a score vf female
voices, the above e only one
Of' the many' trange work
ceries and »ongs of Britishi

Columbia trousered wonuan enY, two
thoueand Strng, now workirig among
the tberry vineis sad bushes on the
fertile Iruit faimSeon the mainland
a.nd Vancouver Island. Frein every
profession, from every rank of life
bas tais wOman e.rmY corne. Daughters
of judges, lawyers, maybap the offspring
Of e. thief mre gathering iu the luecious
crop of straw9berries and respherries on
blai a hundired farnis. Here ide by side
yen will find tun ex-irnitress froin soeie
Vancouver restaurant, a milliner, a col-
'lege girl and a dittie ,Siwash maid or
quarter breed.

And 9~11 are patriotioc*'orkers. it may
be Liaid hey ubre patriotie workers plus,

&bout the way they finally put up *heir
proposition to the worried government.
"Instead of îiporting (Jhinese labor, ,iiy
not give the women a. chance. A womnau
army - an. be secured 'thet wIll do this
work!" ,

Thus was tihe matter eettled.. And
woman army fias been supplied. To-day
they are garnering ithe uLnaiberry ier4ps
on thousanids of acres, while more and
more are comi'ng for the oaspberry ses-
son, wih is at 'ite heigh.t about the loth
of August,

The berry gathering ie not herd work,
though -the peculier 'cro"ding pýosition
necessary to, gathering%4he berrie -* 9,t
Girt heSd to get usedt& A tenhou ~day
prevaiks on most r-anches, from seven to
six, with an (huro lunch. Comnfortaible
bunk houses, efuipped With mattresses,
and il utoves for cooking purposes, ;À
built on most of the raànchies, and where
there hae sot been time the girls are 0
eomnmodated in tente. The rate of paylia
30c. a crabe for strawberries and forty
for raspiberries, witàh-an eidditional ten
cents s crate na bonus te, thoge workers
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(1) Women worlcers on B.C. fruit farm doing heavy work of boeing, forrnerly done entirelyby maie labor, rnostly Chinese. (2) Gathering in the fruit.
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for their salaries run al the way frorni
$1.50 to $3.50 a day. An'd this wvhol
irrinyiy due to -the initiative of the
wvomn of thie Provlince.

Fia.rlv in the -season itlit- fruit growers1
of thi iProivince were ficed with a seriousi
problein; hile they coul manage theirq
crops tili harvest tUrne, tbhey saw no pos-
sibility of gathering more than a third
of the promised heavy crop owin- to the
shortage of labor. Aceordingly tley pe.
titioned -the Governimnent to afflow the
speîcial iimportation of several thousand
Chinese coolies to hêhüd-le this work. -Now
of all ithings -the Gvovernment w-as iuost
lnxious that every navailable bit of food
niglît e gathered, for nlot onl'y vas this
a supreme necessity iat homne, but the,.
Britigli Government and its Allies wvere
crvi'ng for %ali that the Dominion couýIl
spare. On the other hand there had to
be taIen into cowideration the problei
of împor-ted Labor. That nmade extra

pEpeto feed. and besi(Ies thie Clîinese
coolies kare notod for sending (11Ilite
inonevt:hev cari ont of the countrv.
Wliile the governrnt ivas stîli heavilv,

podeiiisonie o i-l igwoînen,
wbio for maîîi- nioi)ithq- nowv have heu
vati.int lv and sceflvpuing uýiiqua I
fenini lu rights to the foi-e, got biusy aiîd
looked idto the que-stion 4f0!uppliîC
labor for the berr -v grrw-ers.

-Wv ot that idva beat a inle"wxs

rta-ing thle eîtire seirscyii. Many ofthie
girls have -e raeled a l)roflciency of iiiiie
werateýs a day, whiil places thamn on un
equal footin;g îvith many of mans best
payitig triades; certainly by -Mie enîd 01
the se'ason there w-lIt be a goodly erowd
of women wdVh « fie stake saved up, and

Two litUe pickers-not chicken pickers.
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