
ROSALBA.

Thé old bellman had Scarcel There was a natu'
thu-n- 1-' " Y, ral stair which led ýdow-n

lad thcý last stroke ýof tÈe ninth h o*ur sounded, -the hill 'from the bouse to the river.'.. She'-
anon ban a crash louder tliaà the -first was heardy, knew-evýQry stepi of jt.9 windings .- bavin*g as-
)Iuto-" . Z, y

tallic nd the. masses of, ice in. front. of Varenpe,ý5 cended and descended it fiom childhood. - At
nk into the water like a ttimblin'--moun- tlic fé of the .stair 'irnd 'projecting into tý

feet, -A cry-of teiro'--flew.al.ong' thu crowd ri ver -. was a narrow. Plîatform. such âsis u sed by
[CI&W tLat. was -gathe'red, on the bank-. country houscwives-on washing.days. Fasten-

The water, risés!. The waier i'ii,, lier lio'od anddrawing lier shawl over liýr
Those who were below ru-shed il' the broad the 'girl descendud tlie

ople. P
leas from the watcrs ed-c t tir out on «.'tlle rilatform

.',ýaâ whic C o tho and v£-ntn tA
The ý*ônt of the eliti . reh. . Those «%vlio wère above* ere. tir.rnin(Ifill 'of the *ru s'il ili-, Water anâ-WU Il' . 7 y M

pushed. b,-'t'ck by the rctreatiýý- -crowds, 1 t),e iloatii)g ice she bent tô Iiýstea. A-

UP into, disorderly gronps le screc xi 1--oke towards the first thiril tinie tl au *f a-()ný- arose, from the'

1.11.1ousesofthe village. All was noise and con- hile of thé. str4,ý-ti-n, in a dirc -ut line
CkS7 .'illusion But clear above the u'roar tolled the hër. She W"'Is clectrifiud. What could she

1 7oný- 11 of the tower. do? ýAn.swer thé cry'? She st(,ý)d"agai list. the
wind and lier Yoice ,.voiild. be Icnst ? Rti.,7h« up-

,lent tlic bank for lie] 1) ? r
)r a CHAPTER II. .,otere gone, and'all that part of iliu parisli was
9. it d(,serted. She .'ran' back. alon- t1le platforra,E G-I R L -P I L 0 T 

n .
,Ied T Et an(l-'*àliù sfruck lier foot against sonie planks'
ýe-,d

1 'q As these« scunes were enacted in the vi 11 a*ge of 1-tliat lay ucross it. Sfie thcn reinembered the
arennesj where we eannot yet -estimatc. Iio,%ý In those days,, thére bting'no,
uc.h. mischief i's being done we sliàll desceji&ý ferries''or propellersi of aný kind nearly every

lew farmer alongthe river ïad Iii 'bùat-with which
Lsts he river a few miles, and the're detach an in-' 1 t s

lad "dent, which, while.-it will give.us 'a vivid - 'to cross from ' one bank to thé other, and. as-
11 idea ofthe da Ügers attendant on the ice-shove cen'd to the Foot.of thé Ctirrenti"' "-,vhen. that

'er, f the S t. Lawrence will' likowise' supply us 'wasý * reqex- 5 . uired. Often,* had. this girl row#d,.
with thp #rst event of the scries which is to single-lianded, across- the' wide St. Lawrence,-

ýws make up ther matterof our story. even in.early spriri- or late in fall.- She ap.ýVe » C . . fast

- Four miles below the 'village of 'Varennes,' proachied" the little s ' hed.- Mie lèck was

lh but within the parish, -on the' main rôad whie li but the'sides had been partly torn out by thee rn- ice. She stre tell,For overlooked the river, stood- an isolated far ed..her band to the boat. . It
house 'distant, somè twenty arpents from tbe. wa.ý-,.not.fr.oz'en to-the groundibutré cked easily

nearest nei* bour. 'On the night in question, on. its bloèks. She p.ulled it to- ber; it yîclded.

ýe- the father and'h-is two'eldè,,,t sons had hurried casily. Socin,* whie'.h, without further. reflec
sct6 what irý,as' on tion ;iiig.. to, liérself

up to thé villa(;e,,.to goi il, without expres. even M
be C y 2-

bc n 
the wild r*soliition.ý'he

and te render whatever hélp.mig'lit eudéd. mental words S. as,
They fèared nôtliin- fýr their oWn home, for forming* she drew. the", boaît -- from thé bouseas * ' , - * 'rý' 1-D 7 y 1

ce it Was so high up the bank that the riveý litud it into the. iva-ter, and Icapeil into it-.

)e never.yet rýcaèhed itI even'in its rwjst ê1-evatud. Sile- liardly k*riciv wli«t shû was'..doing,«-yet
flood. ý The mother roniai ned witliin. the -liO'US(l Cv(1rY-motioný' she made was elcarly dufin6dIr

the ioiin-(,rcllildren,' en in praver» and Le'r coura,ý,*(ý was %trung to thé hiq for.
for the salvaii on of such as mi (ffit be i à danger while siie rapidly p,1rformýèd' " these evolutiônsa
on thât dreadful iii,-,-Iit. Thui.r'*o,ilv grown loüd and slirill-loudùr and shriller-nuar

dau-hter aftor l'ooking and listenin*- from the and n(ýarer---.;eame the cry'for help, ý to her
'doors and windows for a Ion- tinie, at length, ears.

y crossed 'thê.'road* * ànd'. léaned « -upoli ýthè fLýnce Shcý stecred strai-ht in the direction of thé'
w-hich overha-n- tlic enibank'eut - She *Was voice'... One aftur an-dther' struck her

-there w hen. the. tocsinsounded- and thc"migl)tv j'boàt, biit'as she: -advanced. obliquely, ýhéy
1 tumult on shore and river aijnounced to flýr glanced barmIessI y Mf the sides. - Tite *ater
that the ice-sliovc was at its.height. Nothin- was very thick- and the eurrent..ýather slacker

51 more was need(ýd toý inflame lier ima*<rtnat'*on.. thàýn slie had expceted. Tli'ese circumstances AtD _ss bdIng in. her favour, the brave'. jýir1 plied aShe'stood, -aziii,- down intà the black abybefore ber 'What encouraged her was f',
lamenting over the fitte of thoýc vigorous, oar.

who might bc- battling for th.eir lives in. its the er bécame more and wore audible, se that.1
dangerous recesses. F ully balf -an hour liad wh(m she had rowed about two hundred'yards

,'.she, thus beën uncons*cý-iotisly buried. in her' from shore', the'-voice secmed. only a few. feet
»- thoughts when' on* a-. sudden she was aroused' froni her. SheÈawnothinýg,-hoý%v.everthoug4

by a faint cr fàr across the river. - Was it tliert>-was suffi cientreflection from. th ice t6
fancy ? was'-it'really.the shriek of a human allow 'o ect so lar ' as a human form to

7, béin in distress? , If it were e Suddenly, too, the voice ceased -ità.,g 'she fèIt--ýas sh' bc seen.
-J grasped tightly the upper rail of the fonce- cries. Had the sufferer, fallen intiD the wàter ?

beïn(- in the'water from -the fint
that shè -had the courage -to go to his assi'st- Ori C) ;ty bad

ance. She heard the, again louder, gone down, torise Do more.? Wasry
clearer and more poignant than before. Alas! ril- which she encountered to be ineffectual-?,...,

yes.1 it was a human cry,and È'Ossibly nobné For the firs.t ti'e, since she had left the pIàt--,ý--, -ght -to form d-id the poor girl understand the criticalbut'berself cou' 1 d hea'r it, as it was býoù, ýD
-ber by gust.ý of north wind which came beatý position in ý %vhieh shu hàd -placed' ker e
ing on the'bank at her'feet. Hâving. withdrawn ber oar from 'the


