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party to the British North Amerios Act, nor
hasit ever recognized that Aot as having any
force or obligation on the people of Nova
Scotis. Upon that point our statute book is
completely dumb—the British North Ameri-
ca Aot is not ratified or confirmed by any
statute of ours, and without some such stae
tute the people and Legislature could not have
expreesed a desire to be connected with Cana-
da  Theee are arguments for the people of
England, and for the coanstitutional lawyers
of that great country,—they will pass from
my lips to the Crown Officere of England.
The constitutional officers of Nova Scotia
bave shewn themselves unable to deal with
the question, and we would have supposed
that when all the leading Barristers of Nova
Scotia, a8 has been stated, are Confederates, it
18 strange that sraong them all there has not
been a man sble to produce anythimng
in the shape of an argument, or bearing the
slightest resemblance t{o an argument.
shall state the case most simply, so that it
will be plain to the meanest understanding,
and I assert that throughout the debate 1n
the Legislatare and throughout the press of
of the country with the i1mmense array of
professional talent which has been spoken
of not & man has been able to state anything
like 3 simple and reasonable and proposition
in favor of Confederation, and against the
arguments which I have advanced. I will
first turn attention to that great leading case
which was decided, not by Lord Mansfield
slone, but by the whole King’s bench of
England, and which stands on the books
an icontrovertible leading caee on the sub-
ject I mean the case of Hall and Campbell.
The hon. member for Inverness talked of Lord
Mansfield, and seemed to 1nsinuate that his
authority was not of the highest character,
and when I heard him I was a little astonish-~
ed I must confess  That astonishment is ins
creased when I retlect who Lord Mansfield
was,—that he was decidedly and without ex-
ception the greatest jurist who ever sat on
the bench of England. Lord Coke was emi-
nent 1 the Common Law hike Lord Mans-
field, but the latter had travelled much fur-
ther than Coke,—he had gone on a voyage of
discovery all around the world of juris-
prudence, oritically  examining and
mastering the systems of Rome, Greece
and Palestine—he was a most acocomp-
lished scholar, a man of the finest intelligence
and the highest integrity. Therenever was a
magistrate on the Bench who discharged his
duties more satisfactorily, and with greater
credit, since the world began, and yet that is
the mau of whom the hon and learned mem-
ber presumes to speak slightingly' Why, sir,
ag compared with Mansfied, the best lawyers
1n thig Province are as the half-hatched eag-
lets compared to the full grown bird that
soars almost to the limits of the atmosphere.
to gaze with unflinching cye on the dazzling
radiance of the meridian run. What was
that case of Granada in whioh the decision of
the King’s Bench was given? The king had
conquered the country- Qranada had yielded
to the royal arms, and in April, 1764, the
king, by & Commission, (the same, I believe,
» ag that conferred on this country through
Lord Cornwellis, for Lord Mansfield, in his

decision, cites the very words whioh conferred
lezislative powers on Nova Scotis, and the
Charter to Granada has, besides, the words-
¢“ in Iike manner as we have conferred similar
powers on the rest of our Colonies,”’ or to
that effeat, showing that the Chartera were all
copied from one original,) under the great
seal of England, conferred on the people of
Granada the privileze of gelf-government
He bhad at that moment supreme legislative
power over the country,—i1t was his own
country 1n right of his soverignty,—he was
1ts supreme legielator, and, as Lord Manafield
says, could have put to death every inhabi-
tant, or have given any kind of government
be pleased By that Commission, in Apmnl,
1764, he divested himself of his legislative
power. The Sovereign, it will be seen, 18, a8
regards her rights and property, no more
than another individual,—she has herrights,
the people theirs Theso rights are perfectly
distinct and well defined by the constitution,
and the Queen can no more interfere with the
rights of the Province than the Province can
interfere with her prerogatives The two are
perfectly distinot and independent, excepting
that the relations of sovereign and subjeot ex-
ist between them In July, 1764, the same
king undertook to exercise the legislative
powers himself, by imposing & tax upon the
trade of Granada A merchant who had paid
the tax came to England, and sued the Col-
fector for money received to his use, or as for
money 1llegally exaoted. The action was
tried in Westminster Hall, and after four most
golemn arguments by the ablest conatitution-
al lawyers, a decision was arrived st. And
what was that decision? That the king, hav-
ing put his seal to the commiesion of Govern-
or Melville, and conferred legislative power
on Granada, had deprived himself of the pow-
er of legislation,—that he had thereby irres
vocably lost the power of legislation,—that
therefore his subgsequent act was void, and
the plaintift thereupon recovered his money.
That was the decision arrived at after the
fullest deliberation, after the most mature
consideration, and after the exeroige of the
first constitutional talent in Great Britain.
The tax was held void, and why was 1t void ?
Simply, because the King’s seal estopped him
from levying such a tax, they were declared
void, because he was estopped by the first
seal from issuing the subsequent letters pa-
tent. My argument, whxoh(i shall now com-
mence, shall be sucoinctly stated, and I shall
endeavor to make it as clear as posmble, But
wishing to argue logically, I shall take the
hiberty of making two postulates. I shall de-
mand it to be admitted 1n the first place that
the people of Nova Bootia were never cons
sulted a8 to whether they would part with
thoir constitution or not That is the first
postulate, and let any man deny it who dares.

In 1863 the last electione preceding those
of 18th September, 1867, were held, at that
time the Canadian Quebec Scheme was not
concocted. Therefore the question of Con-
federation was not before the people, and
they did not pass upon it. Now the hon.
member for Inverness became angry with
gome one for using the term “‘blacklegs,’’ as
apphed to some of the statesmen of Nova
Scotis. I do not hike calling names, but itis



