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That -the pernicious Cornlequences which evidently-eafued upon the di-
verting the Courfe of the Fithery info-this -new Channel, wére theé' only
"Motives that induced King Charles the Second (aftér every Circumftance
- relating to the Trade had been ftriGtly examined and ferionfly confidered)
to order the Commander of the Convoy-in 1675 to admonifh the Planters
to return Home, and to grant in the fame Year a new Charter, whick pro-
vided and guarded againft every Inconvenieficy and Abufé that had meer-
rupted the Adventurers in the Profccution of their Fifhing Trade.

That when thefe Regulations were Tettled there was a fair Profpett ot

. retrieving and reviving the Trade; "but that the Indulgence fhewn to the

Planters in 1677, by permitting them to remain in the Country, rendered

* - the Charter ineffetual, reduced the Fithery to the loweft Ebb, and favoured
both the French-and New Englanders in.carrying on their Fithing Trade.

And that the-unhappy State of the Trade from that Time to this{{which
-is upwards of . Forty Years) is an undeniable Argument that it cannot.flou- -
rith under the prefent Regulations; which will be farther demonftrated by
" -examining and comparing the Rules and Methods that were :formerly ob-
ferved by .the Weftern Adventurers, ‘with -the -extravagant :and drregular
Meafures and Praices that of laté Years have been introduced and purfued
- .in.th¢ Managément of the Fithery. For Inftane¢: . - o
~ Before the Fithing Ships became- Tranfports -to the Planters and Bye.
Boat Keepers, the ufual Complement of a Ship containing 100 Tons fitted -
* . out for a Fifhing Voyage, was o Men and 10 Boats, and. this Practice was
continued until 1677; in which.Year, accordingto Sir William Poole’s
- Accounts, there-were employed in the Fithery 109 Fithing Ships, contain-
.ing 9,035 Tons and 4,475 Men which amounted’ to upwards of 49 Men
for every 100 Tons; but upon a Medium of Four Years, fince the,Peace .
.of Utrecht, the 86 Fifhing-Ships Annually-emplcyed in the Trade as afore--
“faid contained g,010 Tons and but 1,839 Men, which is lictle more than
.20 Men for.every 100 Tons. The prefent Adventurers have therefore
__Annually wanted 2,666 Men to' complete the Number their Predeceffors
maintained. formerly on the fame Tonnage in the Fifhery; and had their
. Ships been fully manned, the aforefaid 2,666 Men would have taken to the .
Value of at leaft £. 20 each, that is in the Whole £. 53,320 per Annum,
over and above what they have now gained, and whatfoever is taken by,
+the Fifhing Ships entirely belongs to and is a certain Addition to the Stotk
-of Your Majefty’s Subjeéts r;ﬁging in this Kingdom. o
Whereas all the Advantages that the Inhabitants enjoy at-prefent by the
- Fifhery (unlefs the Seafon proves exceeding favourable) never anfwers their
-Charge ; for as they are in general very idle, indigent; and neceffitous, they
are always indebted and enflaved to the Traders from New England and
other Parts, by whom they are fupplied with Provifions for their Sublift-
ence, and with vaft Quantities of ftrong Liquors, Molaffes, and Tobacco; for
Sale;" and many of them not having wherewithal to fatisfy their faid Credi-
tors, they .are” in courfe ftript of all they have taken before the Fithery.is
well over, and the reft when their Debts are difcharged have feldom enough
left to fecure a fufficient Stock for their own and their Servants Support and
Debaucheries in the Winter ; fo th;t New England reaps all thc‘Fnii}cl of .
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