
That the pericious Contreqences -which evîUentlyened upon thé dh
verting the Courfe of the Fifhery into -ts new Channel, wre d&e onr
Motives that induced Xing Charles the Second (afte every ircurftance
rèlating to the Trade had been ftri&ly examined and feniùfly contdered)
to order the Commander of the Convoyin 1675 to adnonifh the Planters
to return Home, and ta grant in the fame Year a new Charter, which pro-
vided and guarded againft every Inconvenieiicy and Abufe that had inter-
rupted the Adventurers in the Profecution of their Fifhing Trade.

That whep thefe Regulations were fettled there was a fair Profpe& ot
retriering and reviving the Traderi -but that the Indulgence fhewn to the
Planters in'.1677,-by permitting-them to remain in the Country, rerndered
the Charter ineffeaual, reduced the.Fifhery to> the loweft Ebb, and favoured
both the:Frenchand New Englanders in.carrying on theirFifling Trade.

And that theunhappy State of the Trade from that Time to this(which
is upwards of. Forty Years) is an undeniable Argument that itcannot:flou-
rifh under the préfent Regulations; which wil be faither demonftrated by

zexamining and ëomparing.the Rules and Methods that-were :formerly obo-
ferved by the Weftern Adventurers, with -the -extravagant and 4rregular
Meafures and Pra&ices that of lati Years have been intrôducedand.purfued
la thé Managément of the Fifhery. For Inftanee:

Before the Fifhing Ships became- Tranfports to the Planters and Bye
Boat Keepers, the ufual Complement of a Ship containing zoo Tons -fitted -
out for a Filhing Voyage, was So Men and 1o Boats, and this Pra&ice was
continued uati 1677; in which Year, according-to Sir Williatn Ëoole's
Account, there .were employed in the Fifhery 109 Fifhing Ships, contain-
ing 9,035 Tons and 4,475 Men which amounted to upwards of 49 Meh
for every zoo Tons; but upon a Mtdium of Four Years, fince the Ptace
of Utrecht, the 86 Filhing-Ships Annually-emplcyed in the Trade as-afore-
faid contained 9,oro Tons and but 1,839, Men,.which is little more that
2o Men for.every zoo Tons. The prefent Adventurers have therefore
Annually wanted 2,666 Men to complete die Nuniber their Predecefor
maintained, formerly on the fame Tonnage in the Fifhery; qnd had their
Ships been fully manned, the afbiefaid 2i666 Men would;lave taken to the
Value of at leaft £. 20 each, that is in the Whole £. 53320 ;per Annutm,
over and above what they have now gained, and whatfoever is taken by,
the Filhing Ships entirely belonos to and is a certain Addition to the tck
of Your Majefty's Subje6ts refi<i n this sKingdom.

Whereas al the Advantages that the Inhabitants enjoy at preent by tie
Fifhery (unlefs the Seafon proves exceeding favourable) never anfwers thcir
Charge; for as they are in general very idlç, indigent, and necefitous, they
are always indebted and enflaved to the Traders fron Iew England and
other Parts, by whorn they are fupplied with Provifions for their Subift.
ence, and with vait Quantities of ftrong Liquors, Molaffes, and 'tobaçco for
Sale;' and many of them not having wherewithal to ;fatisfy their faid Credi-
tors, they are in courfe ftript of all they.have taken before the Fifhery ,is
well over, and the reft when 'their Debts are difcharged have feldonenough
lefr to fecure a fufficient Stock for their own and their Servants Support and
Debaucheries in the Winter.; .fo that New England reaps all the Fruit of
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