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| planter.
| black raspberry plants in the spring, asked

The Family Fruit Garden

ByaG oD BLACE
ANY families do not have and enjoy
home-grown fruits because they
have become discouraged by failure
on account of improper planting. Many
mistakes of this kind have been made and
would sometimes seem laughable, were it
not for the serious disappointment of the
A neighbor who had bought

us in August to go and examine them.
He said they were all dying. He had
planted the crown of the plants six or
eight inches below the surface of the
ground, and the new growth had been
unable to force its way through the soil.
The portion of old cane that is usually
left on the plant to facilitate handling had
naturally died at the usual time.

Another party went to the opposite
extreme by setting his grape vines so
shallow that the middle and upper series
of roots were left dangling in the air.
Another man said that he had probably
killed his with kindness, by placing a quan-
tity of barnyard manure around the roots
when planting them. Many failures of
this nature could be cited, but the follow-
ing rules, which have been successful with
experienced planters, will be of more value
to the amateur:

1. Never expose the roots to the wind
or sun until they become dry.

2. Place the roots in the ground in their
natural position.

3. Never place anything except good,
moist soil in contact with the roots when
planting.

4. Firm the soil well to the roots by
tramping with the feet.

5. Keep the surface of the soil loose and
free from weeds so as to conserve the moist-
ure in the soil.

If these rules are strictly observed by

the planter, he will be reasonably sure
of success, and a good growth will result.
If the garden can be located so as to have
it in a few long rows, it can be more easily
cultivated, and most of the hoeing which
deters many from having a good garden
can be avoided.
. While waiting for the trees to become
of bearing age, the young orchard can be
used to advantage for growing small fruits,
sweet corn, potatoes, vegetables, etc.
Apple trees should be planted in rows,
running north and south if possible, so
that the trunks of the trees and the ground
will be shaded during the heat of the day,
and not closer than fifteen to twenty feet
apart in the row. There should be at least
two rods space between the rows and the
same distance to other trees adjoining the
orchard on the east or west. A good,
thrifty tree four or five feet high is better
for planting than a larger size. It is a mis-
taken idea that a large tree will come into
regular bearing sooner and at the.same
time make a good, thrifty tree.

Unless it is raining when ready to plant,
keep the roots of the trees wrapped in wet
blankets, or cover them with moist soil,
and take them out one at a time as soon

| as you are ready to set it in the ground.

Trim off any broken or bruised roots just
before putting them in the ground. Dig
the hole large enough so that the roots
may be placed in the natural position.
Never bend them. Where trees are liable
to root-killing by severe freezing when the
ground is bare, they should be planted
from six inches to a foot deeper than they
grew in the nursery, unless the ground is
low and wet. Then they had better be
mounded up to this height or more for
several feet around the tree. This deep
planting will cause the tree to grow new
roots above where it was grafted, and they,
being of the same hardy variety as the tree,
will be able to withstand severe freezing.

Cover the lower roots with two or three
inches of moist surface soil. The subsoil
that is dug from the bottom of the hole
contains very little plant food. Work the
soil among and under the roots with the
hands and then firm well with the feet.
Be sure that the soil is packed well under
the roots as well as on top. It is not nec-
essary to use water when planting if the
soil is quite moist. Fill the hole nearly
full and tramp hard again, and finish with
fine, loose soil without tramping. If you
lean your tree slightly to the south it will
probably be perpendicular when large, as
the sun causes it to grow toward the north.
If each tre¢ is not pruned as soon as
planted, in proportion to its roots, you
may forget and not know how much to
prune each tree later. The limbs should
not be left closer than about six inches on
the body of the tree, and pruned back half
or two-thirds of their length. Do not cut
back the center growth.

Plum and cherry trees should be planted
closer than apple trees, as they do not
grow so large. Many advise planting
plum trees in the chicken yard. Cherries
do best where the soil is not naturally wet.
Berry bushes, such as currafits and goose-
berries, may be planted in the apple tree
row, as they do best in partial shade and
do not harm the trees until they begin
bearing. They should be planted three
or four feet apart in the row and deep
enough so that the crown, which is the
place where the roots are united to the
tree or plant, will be about four inches
below the surface when the ground is
leveled. Always firm the soil well to the
roots, but be careful to cover the crown
lightly with loose soil until the new growth
is a few inches high, when the ground may
be leveled up when hoeing. Many black
raspberries have been ruined by neglect-
ing this precaution.

Plant grape vines from six to eight feet
apart. Holes in which to plant them
should be eight to ten inches deep and
about two feet in diameter. Shorten the
roots to ten or twelve inches and place
in the bottom of the hole like the spokes
of a wheel and proceed as in planting trees.
The top of the cutting from which the vine
has been grown should be a little below
level with the top of the hole. Cut most
of the vine away, leaving only a few buds
and drive a stake or four-foot lath beside
it to which the new growth may be tied the
first season.

Plant strawberries eighteen or twenty
inches apart in the row and have the rows
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three or four feet apart. A hundred plants
will set a row about ten rods long. The
ground shoulq be well firmed and smooth
as a floor, as in no other way will you be
able to set the plants at just the right
depth, which is very important, so that
the top of the crown from which the leaves
start is about half an inch below the sur-
face. We make the holes for setting
strawberry plants by putting a spade
about six inches in ‘the ground with a
slightly rotary motion, making the open-
ing at the top about two inches wide.
- Take hold of the plant with the crown
etween the thumb and fingers and with
& swinging motion, as you place it in the
hole, the roots will be spread out in the
shape of a fan. This is much better than
leaving the roots in a bunch as when
p}llantmg with a dibble. At the instant
tte }E)Iar}t 1s in place, a pressure of the foot
? % e side of the hole will cause the earth
<1)1 old the roots in position. Then with
all your weight on the heel of your shoe
tramp twice at the side of the hole so as to
pack the soil firmly to the roots and en-
tirely fill the cavity made by the spade
Ij‘x;nsh by smoothing the surface of the
soil and keeping it fine and loose by shallow
c?ltlvatlon. While planting, the roots
ie t?ewplém_ts, but not the tops, should be
ncg 5 x?/atle;a pail containing about an
&

Note Books and Diaries
By M.E. B

O begin with, I think it is a mis-
take to combine the two; you
need both. I have had a note

book for years; a diary only four sea-
sons, but I am sorry 1 did not keep a
(ll;u'yAbcfox"e, as its usefulness is obvious
especially in arranging a perennial bor-
(}cr to get a fine effect. - When you can
}cfcr to your diary and see just when
2 plant h.looms, what are its contem-
;forzlfxcs,.nts. predecessors, and what
LU}}}SS iI]]lQX‘t in order, the rest is simple.
. }l.stratc, 1 will give the notes
om my 1909 diary for a day or two:
May 22nd—

L&utl'lcre(_l las.t of daffodils,
zl)utensza virginica waning.
Po;yanthu_s in perfection,
Iu monaria maculata in full bloom
Anium maculata, ditto, : '
Lilac buds unfolding,

May 23rd—

Lily of the valley ;

bl 457, ley 1n perfection.

11)1';’11“”" grandiflora turning pink
lox am B

oena at its loveli
P. subyl - 1S loveliest.
’ ata beginni <
show: ginning to make a
Iceland

-3¢ poppies in perfecti
{{ly?31471L Saxatile, l()iiltgttlon_
Lulips nearly over. :

Arapi. ]

bczl;fity.:‘llpma (double) in full
Arabis "Alping (single) nearly over
Another iy

e ; ; :
of’ Y»'ol~k (lpllletr())’r ?ng(lil: 5(())\1\1;1“ Iletltll(lebf,
.\l)(l‘lt_c‘ forbids more, [ find a ;mz(x)ll
pocket diary costing here fifteen 5
ans\yvcrs[cver}y purpose. i
Now for the
dinary blank mi]t(éteb(l))glcgkbfllggt . :)1"-
<{1chlllllg the long way, on the leftliﬁ%gii
r)ll(l'fl)é)ti;cmhli(l:llzll mu}l;ed and cut an‘al—
ravetical mdex Phis s
Lll'h,(i 1t': For instance, I ‘rlesadthiz :thyG ‘I
den Magazine an article on the Eremz":
l\l\Sh,ulll tlhcgg;o‘ursle of time I will forglet
Whe Saw that article. To i
]tiltlts I i:n.tea In my note book undearv?l'll(é
Muerg). ,E. Eremerus. See Garden
Apotier S
i BT i i
book Or magazine theatscl)mj(t)hlr?gt l(?wnz}
we will say on p2ony nomenclature : so
under the letter “P” T enter: “P. Pa
Nomenclature, In Weekly Florz:sts’ ??ty
vjew,for June 28th, ’o6, ‘page 342 4Mr—
2 V\:}rd says:” etc, and I would ,ente'
what is useful to me from his paper, ;
malge it a point always to underline th
subject of entry; then you need not skie
a line betw_een each subject. If in co 3
Ing an article, say, on pzonies soir)ri,;
g(f)odhvarletlles are mentioned in 't’he body
gqmteqe g(r)tltc}zg,t It a]waysfur;]derline the
ames, t 0 see i i -
:Emg mentioned abour a séeceirael \I:lr?;ltj;
unedeer)l,iie}gjas only to run over what is
i » and it can be found at a
One more entry will suffi ]
how us‘f‘:ful is such a note bg(e)k.to IS};ﬁOnwd
under _C”. the following: “C, Campan-
ula' latifolia, _Saw this at Queen Vic-
toria Park, Niagara Falls, 6th July, ’o6.
% lov_ely white campanula, very large
ooping bells, deeply cut into points
lo(iks hlt(‘e a glorified C. punctata” :
0 noting anything I alw i
authority if I kno%v it, %yeia%lsvee :ﬁ:
value of a note, say, on spraying, or
;)rumng, or anything else, depends lzxrge—
ly on whether the person quoted really
Is an authority on the subject. ¢



