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THE GIRLS ON THE FARM
A Friendly Talk With Ail of You

"PROM ONE COUNTRY GIRL Tb ANOTHER"

D ID you ever try to talk to a person to wliomyou had neyer been introduceti, or to force
yourself inic a position ivhere you didn't

know whether or flot you would flnd a welconic?
If you have ever felt eitber of tbose uncertainties
you can readi'ly understand the state of my aind
when I wrote that first letter to "ail the girls on
ail the fans." I1f elt like a shy young man trying
to caîl on a girl at boarding sclool-if ie isn't a
brother, or a cousin, or an uncle of the girl, he finds
it bard to explain to the lady principal just why
lie is wliere he is. However, the editor deemed nie
eligible for an intruduction, and now I feel free to
svork niy way toward your syrnpathy, and your
approval of my ideas and sentiments.

Please bear in mind, if you consider the matter
at ail seriously, that 1 amn not setting myseif up as
capable of giving advice or dictatîng as to the
proper course anyone sbould pursue-no indeed!

l'mi nerely giving you somne of my opinions and
theonies, and surely everyone who bas a mind at
ail, bas some independent ideas concerning the
things wbich nnost closely touali bis or her own life,
1 don't ask you ta agree wth me, but you are quîte
free to question me, rny notions, and anything that
I have said. MIl stand -by my guins and try to prove
that I meant what I wrote, and that my statements,
althougli perhaps a bit conflicting, in so>me niinds
when the utterances of one article are cnipared
with those of -another, are tucked away in my mind
in unison and harmnony. And now we're ready to be
fiends, sa let's ta business.

In amy last (and llrst) letter, 1 talked of gener-
alities, ttying ta look ut tbis quiet country life of
yours and 'mine in sucoh a way as ta get the most
out of it. and flot bave aur rninds too rnuch
trampled upon 4,y the common round. it was -only
the lack of space that kept my enthulsiasm tied down
to the discussion of hobbies alone, for 1 wanted,
as 1 told you, to go on and talk of that indefinite
quiiantity, our special talent. However, 1 have de-
cided to be very practical this ture, to leave thenries
and mental adjustnients strictiy alone for a sea-
son, and, in short, ta talk about tbe subject of hiens.
Hens, cbickens and eggs are always in de'mand from
the ýAtlantic ta tbe Pacific, sa it surely is a subject
whilch 'will appeal ta one and al of tho-se who have
the necessary facilities and requiiremnents for car-
ing for a featbered Rlock.
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Tbe choice of a special breed of liens is influ-
enced by tbe abject one bas in view, whetber the
market nearest at hand offers better opportunities
for eggs or chiokens.

For ail round flook, the egg 'basket and the din-
ner platten bath considered, I think flfty Buif Or-
pington or Rhode Island Red fowls sbould deigiht
the heart of any proud owner. The Buf 'Orpington
is a gentle, placid fowl, always of the sanie cean
Egbt bnown calor, and the spring chicks develop inta
the plunipest, most satîsfactory table lowl one can
imagine or find. Thle Rhode Island Red is but a
handsonie, much ehowier edition of the 'Orpington.

The White Plymouthi 'Rocks or Barred 'Rocks are
of the same bigli class as the above-mentioned
breeds, but will give better results as egg pro-
ducers tban the cbicks will as early 'broilers or for
general market. 0f course, tbere are many varie-
ties of fancy fowls, but, as I said before, tbe or-
dinary ben raiser will do much better to get a flack
af good reliable fowls best suited ta ber needs, and
work with that varîety and that alone.

1 am sending with this the plan of a henhouse
wbich is ideal -and would make it possible ta keep
more than one variety of flock. it is quite a pre-
tentiaus building whicb -would cost seventy-live dol-
lars ta build, and wbicb would moreover require a
large piece of land, nat ta mention the wire, fer
the runs. Tbe plan, bowever, is a splendid one and
could be simplifled ta meet individual requirements.
TPle separate rooxus in this hanse are most conven-
ient wben the liens are setting, as it gives them. an
.sparttent quite 'by itself, wbile the third roorn
may be used for tbe baby cbicks. I have neyer used
an incubator-an encourager of race suicide-and
had naturally liatclied chicks in April of this year,
which mrade excellent broilers in june. I am sarry
I hiaven't space enougli ta dwell an the meits of
this benliause and ta tell you of an excellent plan
for caring for the yaung cbickens, whether from
the fien or an incubatar, when one bas nat a regu-
lation brooder. Howeveér, I niust keep ta the sub-
ject in a general way.

H AVING cliosen your flock in general, the
numnber of fowvls ta puroliase is the next
question. If you want taqnial<e a business-and

a profitable business of your hens-bave a large
fock. lTt is alniost as easy to care for fifty liens
as for twenty-flve ar tbîrty, and your additional
profit will averbalance the extra cost and effort.

I seldom winter the same fowl twice, and a year-
aId fowl is always in good dernand in the market,
so it is easy ta keep one's flock in a flourishing con-
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Look over this list and scee ow many of these articles
are grown or procurable on your own fartm or bome-
stead. This lessens the expense of raising liens
matcrially, ns you cati readily ýsee, and simplifies the
problem. One can procure ground oyster shelîs,
bone foods, and other preparations from poultry
supply manufacturers. Tthere are several excellent
fanm and ponltny journals publislied in Canada,
which deal extensively witb tbe raising of bens and
the proper care of a fock. When one bas made the
start, has discovered that ier private income can be
satisfactorily increased by giving up some tume and
attention ta llfty or more or less bens, and bas got
a proper bouse and a suitable Rlock, then she is in
a position ta profit intelligently 'by tbe advice of-
fered in the colunins of a poultry journal.

Tra~p nests, for instance, arte etplained explicitly,
and one can readily àppreciate t'leir practical effect
on one's profit after a little experience, but mny idea
is merely ta arouse interest and ta point out that
xnany a girl and wotnan, wlia longs for an oppor-
tunity ta go, to a langer field and earn a wage, may
stay at bome and be happy in an occupation whicb
can he -made profitable and pleasant.

Have a good ienhouse, a good flock, and use
judgment a.nd cammn' sense. Don't starve your
liens nor feed them until they are sluggish and
stupfid. Keep tbem active and cheerful and neady
to appreciate sucli a treat as a raw turnîp or a cab-
bage suspended by a string. Give theni tbe variety
of food wbich the lien nature craves. Keep every-
thing in cannection witb your flc6ck and its abode
clean and sweet. Do ail tbese things and you'Ill bc
sO satisfied 'with yourself and your acquirement that
you'Il want te learn more and more of the subject
and the best nietbods ta pursue, You cannat expect
ta get that ail at once any more tban you can ex-
pect tao learn ail the reasons wliy yau 5should keep-
liens or ail the fundamental pinciples of the busi-
ness, in one small article.

I've been sa very practical that mayn't I digress
in one paragrapli? Have yen been enjoying the
autumnn sunsets and the wonderful alluringness of
the autumn atmaospbere? I wish I had ýtbe space
ta quote y'au Bliss 'Cannian's poem "Vagabondia," à~
is se tbrillingly applicable and apprapniate teoaur
Canadian autumns. These sunsets of September and
October must surely appeal te you girls who live
in the free, uncnaniped open-the sunset of thxe
mountains which ceases se abruptly but leaves sucli
a niarvellous afterglow on the fresh wbite peaks, or
the sunset of the prairie with its "long light" sa
like Tennyson's "Bugle ýSong," or the quiet, peaceful,
beautiful sunset of the East.

You girls can one and ail do two things at least-
Yeu êan miÎse liens and you cati enjoy the sunset.

Don't averlook the latter ini the excitenient of the
former occupation. iMake aIl the money you can
witli your liens and enjay it, but don't farget ta take
time ta marvel and be inspined by the glory of the
setting Sun.

Consumption of Candy
"~'lSfeniinine craze for being Slender lias

J.'knocked the bottom out of Our business,"
said the mati in charge of the down-tOwm
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