
Mother England, it aeems, declines to
meet her colonies on equal terms in the ap-
proaching, Conference. She senda the Earl

of Jersey simpiv ta listea ta what bier chil-
dren bave ta say tg each other and to
report. This mu'st be rather disappoint.ing,
though it is perhaps ail that could rea3on-
abiy be expected at this stage of the pro-
ceedings. We certainly should not have
expected more had anyone other than Lord,
il )sebery been Premier. Meanwbiie, one
is carious ta know whence Mr, James F.

*Hogan, M.P.,derived bis information, if bie
* is correctly reported as implying, if flot di-

rectly asserting, tbe willingness of the col-
onies "lta contribute their share of the ex-
penses of the clefence of the Empire." 1It is
possible that the question was put- in the
forni of a bypotbesis. Certainly no one
bas as yet beon empowered ta give assur-
ance of any such willingness on the part of
Canada. We bave flot hesitats.d to express
the opinion that the continued acceptance
of and reliance on the protection of tbe

* Imperial navy involve the moral obligation
* ta bear a sbare of its coat, under just con-

ditions of management and contrai. Yet
Euch an agreement involves poasibilities s0
great and sa far-raaching that it is doubtýul
whetber even any Parliament, not elected
with that as anc of tbe chief issues, would
be justified or safe in committing tbe
Dominion ta it. lIt is pre-eminently a
people's question. The fact of such a ques-
tion being tbus put in the British Parlia-
ment goes far tg confirmi aur surmise tbat
the appearance of tbe Dc.fence Committep's
pamphlet at tbis particular juncture may
be mire than a niera chanc,3 coincidence,
and that the queition of colonial contribu-
tions ta tbe support of the navy is ane
which will bave ta be answerecl at fia dis-
tant day.

Very many Canadians in other Pro-
vinces as well as in Oatario wilI,we believe,
be sorry that the Dominion Government
persisa in its resolve ta seil tbe geater
number of the Thousand Islandis at public
auction. Future owners, it is truc, fia
matter wbo tbey may be, cannot remove
t he Islands, or greatly mar the picturesque
beauty which bas made this part of the St.
Lawrence so deservedly famous. But they

* can, and in most cases no doubt wili, eff.-3c-
tually bar the public, wbetber Canadians or
foreign travellers, front f ree access ta these
cbarming places of resait. Tbe short de.
bate over the question in the Commons
furnishes another illustration of the injury

don ta the intereste of tbe country by the

be doubted that had the Governments of
the Dominion and of Oataria been of the
same pDlitical stripe, the rcquest made on
bebaif of tbe latter for delay ta give oppor-
tunity ta obtain a vote for the purchaise of
tlIn Islands for tbe Provincial Park, wauld
have been granted. There may be force in
thie objection of the Faderal Gavernnient ta
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the proposai that the Islands should be pur-
chased j )intly by the two Governments,
for the purpose of bcing made a national
park ; that if the Dominion provided a
park for one Province, itwouid be expected
ta do so for others, thougb there is but onc
such spot in the Dominion, and it is as can-
trial as could be desired. But fia great in-
tere 3t could bi tve auffered fron granting the
delay asked. It is atili ta bu boped thit the
Ontario (4overnment wiil Gind sonŽe way of
meeting tbe difficulty and making the pur-
chase, whicb would surely be a very safe one
at the upset price named, and thus save the
people of the country f rom the humiliation
of seeing theniselves shut out froni the
greater number of these beautiful Islands,
and a foreign flag flying over mnany of
tbem.

Sir William Harcourt's statement in
reply to a. question in the Cannions that
the imposition of death or e3tate dues bas
nothing ta, do with the receipt of money
from tbe Colonies for national defence

taso obvions tbat one wonders that a
supposed wilingness ta pay tbe ane
could be thougbt of as a reason for asking
exemption froni the other. The question
of exa-ting dues for praperty in the Colon-
ies must clearly stand by itscîf. lIt is one
of those q1uestions in regard ta whicb sa
mucli can be said upon bath aides that anc
wouid like ta, hear an argument by com-
pe t'ent juriats upon the abstract right and
wrong of the thing before forming bis own
conclusion. It is easy ta understand what
is, we suppose, the view of the British Chan-
cellor. Praperty is praperty, whether it is
beld in the form of landed estates at home,
or in that of tit!e-deeds of landed property
abroacl. To admit tbat a capitaliat may
escape taxation, or somte special fan of
taxation, of bis capital, by smmply investing
it in one of the colonies, carnies witb it the
passibility that Englaud's wealthiest men
mnight relieve theniselvea f rom the necessity
of making any contribution ta the national
trcasury by investing in tbe colonies,
while enjoying their full share of the bene-
fits resulting front the taxation of those
investing in praperty at home. On tbe
other band, n&~ hing seents clearer than that
propert)' of ail kinds, and especiaily landed
estate, should bear its burden of taxation
for public purposes in the country in wbich
it is situated. No colony cou'd afford tg
exempt a given estate fromt its shane3 of
taxation because it was owned in England,
and anbject ta a similar tax tbere. lit is
easy ta sec, tbaugh that does nat, wc sup-
pose, affect the pninciple of the thing, tht
the tax praposed by Sir William Harcourt
will tend directly ta discaurage thc invest:
ment of British capital in the Colonies,
wbcre it is se, much necded. The snbject is
a delicate anc andi will neeý ta be carefully
handled.

The calendar of the School of Mining
and Agriculture at Kingston, Ont., is now

t.JUNE 22nd. 04

before us. This institution bas natYetl'
long enough in operation ta have tuadO
record for 0itself. 1It must therefare for th
present be judged by what it praposestdit,

and hy the cquipment wbicb it bas forlos
that work. Oa this grounid there 8eg

littllý ta be dcsired,for a viLyorous0-Osi
ment, at ieast. The Board of GOveru orîl
made up of gentlemen represefltillg lO1

political parties-pity 'Ms that it should b'O

nec-3ssary ta mention that fact-1d8O't
of whom are widely and favourabi)' kooW»'

not anly iocaily but throughaut the 1'o

vince. The faculty, tao, containB gue
wbich will be generaliy accepted as'a gue'

antee for the quality of the work tb't '0 t
be done in the institution, wbile the four
yeara course laid ont cavera ail the gro0
nccesaary ta equip the student wbO follo~
it faithfully for the dcgree of MininigBu,

neer, which is tbe goal set befare biul
From. wbatcvcr point of vie6w the otu
is rcgarded, it is difficuit ta sec bow 000

mare suitable could'hava been chose, Th

place is cantral for tbe Eastern bahf of tbe

Provinco, for wbose benefit the sebooî io'

we suppose, intended. The situationi 1 0
lation ta the minerai deposits and the

facilities they afford for practical work i

goad, whilc tauching polifecal, or ratbe

party considerations, tbe fact,, for such it tg

if mcmory serves us, that it Nvas aPProve"
in the Provincial Legislature witbaUt
division sufficiently attesta the prapriet) ' O
the cha)ice. 0f course the schiol istrI
cballcnged in sanie of these respects§ bat

the samo objections which are now beingura
would have been available,and would no d01bt

bave been made during the beat of a Poli
tical canteat, had it been placed at an)' other

imaginable point in tire Province. à'$ t

the principle involved in the aid granlted ta
supplement local contributions, suflice 't tu
say that if Provincial aid sb)uld ever.V

given in aid of any institution whasc ebief
aimt is ta prepare men for a learned prOlOî'
sion, such a scbool as this sbould ba"v it.

If successful it cari hardly fail ta repsy
the Province a hundred foid in the future
for its moderate annual outlay.

POLITICAL AMENITIES AN»
ARTIFICES.

The electoral c ntest now rtgi0g-
do not suppose that is tiao strong a t)r
cbaracteriz-3 many of its pbases-seef 01be developing even more than the u

amount of regrettable incidents and rdvelq

tions. To confine atUention for thc 1100100b

ta this city ;there seemed good reaI5O1 t

hopc at the outset, from the high sadn

and characters of tbe candidates On bthe
aiethat the appeai miad.-- by anc 0f b

party j )urnals at the outset for Ila
campaign " would be respond A ta b)'
concernied. The expectation, it 8110aîd

said, bas been fuliy realized s0 far estb
candidates themselves are concerncdi.fhi

referencea ta their apponents, so f r


