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The Doctors' Dilemma is an article in t'he October l4th issue
of The Spectator, dealing with Mr. Lloyd George 's National Insur-
ance Bill, and its relationship to iembers of the profession and
the friendly societies. As, Mr. Punch has reeeutly put it, Mr. Lloyd
George now understands wh ' thes-e societies are eialled friendlv.

Mr. George recently had an important conféence with represen-
tatives 'of the inedical profession and members of the friendly
societies which has served to emphas.ize, the points at issue. While
the doctors, are trying to escape th.e presenït tyranny of the friend]y
societies, the latter arc drtermined not to lose conlirol over the
members of the medieal profession m-ho attend th'eir inembers. As
they cannot hope for nteans of sett]in'g their grievanices against the
Bill, the friendly societie.s in some qiarters are dernanding the
measurel~e dropped.

The Spectator takes a very judicious view of the entire matter,
and praeticaily endýores the stiand takein by the inedical profession.

There are six cardinal points which physicians say must be
carried out before they accept the Bill:

1. The patient is to have Ir.ee choice of his own deerbor. As
this is in the, interes't of the patient more than the physician, The
Spectator states, this should receive the hearty support of the
general publie.

2. The doctor mus't he free of friendly soýiety control. This,
in the language of -The S1pectator, is absolutely vital to the medical
profession, as the Bill proposes to convert fri.endly societies from
voiuntary org-anýizati-ons into stiate a gencies.

3. The wage lirnit should bc £2 for those insurýed. This the
journal considers too inodevate.

4. The medical profession sh.ould be adequately represented on
the hêa1th coenmittees. It doubts if the medicai profession would
obtaju any real value froin this concession.

5 and 6. That the niedical profession determine the method and
rate of pavment in each district, with (lue regard to the duties
performed. Th,- S'pectator considcers it would be better for the
pirofesslien to say- " JJnless you pay us at sucli a raîte as we con-
sider adequate, we m'ill refuse te work."

The Spcctator. after having given considerable thought and
cônsideration to this Bill, helieves that the doc-tors under the new
régime will be m7orse off thian under the friendly soeiety control. as
at present, and goes further and says flat'ly th'at the whole idea
of any compulsory seherne for in-mranee against t-einporars- sickness
ouglit to, be dropped.


