
ON MAKING HAqTE TO BE iLICH. a

any thing in wrath. This is the case often in regard which is altogether fictitious and delusive. Another
tri riches ; and tlicn, instead of yiclding happiness, is
they are altogether uscless, or even h ecoine tlie ix
rneans of distracting and destroying the anliappy ti
individunîs on Nvhom they lave been bestowed.

Another way in which mcan make haste to bie rich, %
and faîl into temptation is, by induiging the spirit of
inonopoiy ; and, therefore, strike out into many
differeat lines of business, or multiply shops nnd 0
stations in one and the same business. I have heen a
Surpriscd 10 sec flot onîy mcn of the world pursue this !p
lino of conduet, but even profcssing christians. Oiie,
ý%vhoa, 1 well knew, hnd many branc'hes of business, tlicy
latY go remnote from each other, and involved him in s0
Mluch care and anx;ety, that earîy and hate hie wvas ail
bustie; hoe was running from Dan to Beersheba lu t
bOrTow money, or t0 procure discounts; hie broke his t
Promises to his friends ; wns so irritable in lis family,r
that his wife and children couid scarcely procure ar
kind or a civil answey-, and, in the midst of nil this
'eage. Pursuit 10 amass wealth, he wvas snatdhed away
hy death, and left his affairs in so disorganized a st ate, t
thnt il required no lttle time and sagacity 10 disentangie i
thern; and tins after having given his eyes littie stumber,
and his haads and feet "no rest, and after working
harder than any of hie own dependants, instead of
halving amassed, as some îhoughl, a good fortune, it
aPpeared that his fnmily were left with but a scanty
upport, and were of course painfuliy disappointed.

Wherever I see this disposition to engross an undue
Bhare of the public favour, I think 1 sec one who is
cc ntaking haste to lie rich." It lias heen said, that
ca covetous man cani scarccly lic an honcst man."

'One person, and lie a great taiker about religion, flot
long ago openty deciared himnself ln langunge that
8Seemed 10 intimate, tliat lie should rejoice in the ruin of
ail those wlio were of his own profession in that
negburod Whiat can be thie issue of such a
temnper of mind but disappointinent and disgrace on
th' Ono hand, or, if successfui in amnassing riches on
lie other, must these flot be embittercd by shame at the
re'ohkectioa of the mens by whicli they have been
ProCured 1 How often have we seen the wealth of
%orae men so weigh thein down with remorse and
despair, that they wouid have pnrted witli te last
farthing if they couid have procured sleep for their eyes
and peîtce for their consciences ! HEow truc the words
of Solomnon...i There is a sore cvii which 1 have seeti
Under the sun, nanieiy, riches, kept for the owners
thef of1 their hurt."

SOITIe malce haste to be rich by downriglit fraud.
TrheY have a variety of tricks t0 set off their goods
andIl ifiduce the purchaser 10 take them ; antd whcn îlicy
have carried their point, they glory in tIc suc-
e'le of Iheir iniquitous manoeuvres.

11'iere are mnany ways in whîch this may lie donc.
()ne Wvay is, by giving an appearance 10 an article

-i

by concealing soute defect, whichi, if seen, wouid
ievitably Iead the purchater to declinc the article, or
ike it at an inferior price.

Others cient, the purchaser by false measures, f<iisc
,eighits, &C. Solomon lias deiivered many interesting
,ssons of instruction uponi these cvii practices; t
niurious effect of 'vhich generally faits most hieavily
n the poor-îo rob whom is one of the greatest
,bominations in the siglit of «od. IlRobi not the
oor, because lie is poor; neillier oppress the afflicted
n the gate; for the Lord will plead tlieir cause, and
poil the s@ul of those that spoilcd them.")

Sorte make haste to bce ricli by an unjustifiabie
vithhlolding from others what is their due ; they cheat
heir families of wvlat is rig-itfally due to them for
he comfortable supply of ther personal wants, and the
naintainence of îlieir respectability in society. They
ire often pinclied in thir food, in their cloîlies
ind otlier domnestic comnforts, and sO stinted in
becuniary supplies, that thcy are seldom or nover abic

,indlge4 the best feelings of humnan nature, in
n-parting assistance t0 the poor and atlicted.

They exact froni tl<eir servants and labourers an
undue portion of service, witliout cause diminish their
wages, and withhoid wliat is lue to the tradesmnan,
that tliey rnay take advatitage of any speculation
that may seem 10 promise an increase of tlheir
grain. To sucli the apostle James says, IlYour
goid and silver is cankerèd ;and tlie rest of themi shall
be a witncss against you, and shall cat your fleshi us
it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure to-etlicr for the.
hast days. Bchiold, thc hire of the labourers, wvlio have
reaprd down your 112lds, whicli is of you kept back
by fraud, crieth ;and tlie cries of them widli have
reaped are entered iinto, the cars of tlie Lord ot
Sabtsoth."'

Others make hiaste to be ridli by absolute
robbery. Thcy rob God, tle church, and the poor.
Thnt proportion whicli ticy suliscribe to their clcrgy.
for their support, tliey for a shiort Lime pay, but they do
even this grudgingly; and wlien applied to for soinf
charitable contribution, culher to objects of distress, Or
for reiigious purposes, they nover fail to talkz of tîto.
provision made for botli by the governmcint or pklrhi-
ment, and liow clie-rfuhlly îlicy contribute; than whictî
nothing- can be farîlier froni thc trot],. It was to 111(li
of this chass that God said, IlWill a mani rob God
yet ye have robbcd mle."

AIl the weaith wliich God bestows upori a miati ta
10 be considerecl as a talent, given to lota in trust.
Hie is a steward, and miust give.afl aceovnt tb Godi.
Tlie respensibility of ricli persons is therefb-.re ver\-
great, and it is so solecmtuly stateci in the parable of tilc
talents, iMatthew 25, 15-30, tltd 1 tiilie th-n liberty c t
urgtflg a close attention to it ltpori aIl rich per;ont,,
but especially 01)00 ricli poiso an ad moa of 911
upon thos- î'rot'ssors, Nvlosn ,'Il ijvlIicraii


