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ýof George Heinry Lewves turned
lier into a nininal agnostie flot
.altogethier content withi lier roie."1

A brooding, refiective temipera-
ment Nvas the characteristic of
George Eliot. Shie is the pl-
*osoplier in fiction, portraving in
most sympathietic fashiion country
life and scenes, but at hieart neyer
entirely losiiîg the Clhristianî syni-
pathies of lier girlliood. lEssen-
tially shle wvas a believer withiout
a creed, a mnystic withiout faithi,
.and withal " in some attenuated
,sense an illustration of the doc-
trine of final perseverance."1

In ail lier books, fromn " Scenes
Fromn Clerical Life," to " Daniel
Deronda," there is an under-
*current of religsion, indeed more
than an undercurrent; for thiey
force us to the conclusion tliat
lier prime force after aIl wvas spiri-
tual. Slie tlioughit wvel1 to put
.away froiîî lier the Chîristian re-
ligion as un(leservilig of lier ac-
ceptance, and yet thiere is not onîe

,of lier \vritings iii wlîiclî there niay
flot be found many illustrations of
principles tliat are precise parai-
lels and analogies of thîe faitlî slie
rejected. Tliese illustrations of a
repu(liated belief suggoest wvliat shie!
miglit liave doile hiad lier lot been
*dçifferent, if slie lîad kept lier faitlî
instead of losing it, if slie lad
neyer met George H. Lewes; in a
word, liad shie: renîiaiined Marion
Evans, how mnuclh happier hiad suie
been, and liow inucx richer wc

Slie gives us a numnber of cleri-
cal portraits; a study of themi fur-
nisiies -as -witlî lier standpoiiît.
"Shie lias no over-w%\eeing fond-

ness for parsons wvho cithier iiiag-
nify tlîeir office or burn wvithi zeal
for special dogmias." Her clergy-
men of the Establislîed Cliturch
are generally surpliced Laodi-
ceaiîs; given cithier to iiild bet-
ting, or to rafilindolence, or
to swearing rouind oathis on fittingrZ
occasions.

In a iuniber of quotations 'Mr.

Selby shows liov Georg-e E liot
tauglit the trustworthiness of the
mioral instincts; Ihougli the liglit
of hieaven inay seîni to have been
lîidden froni lier vision, thiere
wvas vouclisafed an muiier lîglît
whicli gave a genuine guidance
iii practical affairs that could iiot
betray the dutiful soul.

It is pointed out that the authior
unider reviewv declares wvith no un-
certain sounld the fact of moral
responsibiiity and a day of grace.
Fate and hieredity are not the only
factors thiat make up humnan life.
Shie lias notlîing but scorn for
tiiose wlio w~ou.ld " tell a story of
tragic shaîne and tiien describe it
as the lîistory of a pure womax."

Tie story of Tito in Romiola is
of terrible significance. Here
again it is the spiritual trag-edy of
the two niain cliaracters of thîe
book tlîat niakce it great aiîd
nieniorable. The sinning youtlî,
îvitli the best opportunities before
linîi, fling-ingy aside duty and lion-
our, finds punislimient follows
quickly and surely on the lîeels
of sin. "In George Eliot's pages
those wlio, go, dowîî into the pit go
witli their eyes open aîîd after due
adinonition. Tie doctrine of re-
trîbution is preachied îvith sucli
iteration in lier pages as -%vould
wreck a nmodern pulpit."

However severe and caustic
Georgre Eliot nîay be iii lier criti-
cismns of evangelical tlîeologv, shie
recognizes the need of burdened
hearts for lîelp-" for a wise, hioly
personalitv on whiclî to leanl."
Mr. Selby points out lîow 'Meth-
odist doctrine is spared iii lier
satire, givixîg as the reason thiat
the tlîeology-v of Diniali MUorris liad
to bear the stigina of unidulv

enihaizîggood works. Ceas-
ingr to believe i divine niediation
slie soughit the best lîuni-an substi-
tute for it whvlîi lier imiagination
could. devise. Most oýfi the
niediators shie sends to th'ose
whiose lives aeblighited Nvithi sin,
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