
THE OWL

Burke says: The cause of wrong(-
taste is clefective judgmient.', WTé
agyree wvîth hini, andl naintain that
the taste for sensational literature
would not have grown to sueh dli-
mensions wrthout the exereise of
very bnci jucîgment on the part of
readers.

\'Vhere lies the remiedY for this
depiorable evii, the anitidote for this
poison ? Nccessarily in the institu-
tions of Iearning where the founda-
tion of the taste for good or bad
literature is laid. There is nio one
but will agree that the novels and
sensational iiewspaper which we
have beeni concleingiil are immoral.
A moral person cannot persist mn
reading theni. Now niorfflity and
religrioni cannot be separateci since
the former takes its risc and author-
ity from the latter. 1 t therefore
foilows that the inculcation of grood
miorals, and consequently religlous
teachingr is necessary to combat this
bad literature.

M\Yhlat is the tenclency of our
schools to.day if it 1c not to drive
religion from their cloors, andl conse-
quently to cleprive the world of the
only weapon whercwith to suecess-
fiully fighit the cvii sprcad broadcast
by ai venal press ? 'lhe result of this
tcndecy to drive Gocl out vf the
schools can onlv bc to lower thc taste
of the people, dlegrade themi step by
step tili a tinie Nvill come, xvhich is ini-
cleed aetually upon us, wheni the nas-
terpicees of Shakespeare will be read
as are the Aiaïg-ow anci the Acdz»-
Plli ts Rcx, onlv ini the Universities;
,%Y.hen Milton will ni- longer fincI
aniongy the people areader whiose
hecart will beat to the caidence of his
majestic verse; whien Zola wvi11 bc
preferreci to à Kemipis; whcnei thet-
Bile itself will be lookecd uponi as a
curiosity by, the great nmass of

l-iaving(r treateci of tiiose w;hose
sole reading is the novel. wc may
nlow notice the clifference in the ad-
vantages clcrived by those who read
for the storv alone, and those wvho
read for information as well as
amusement. hefrrthose who
read for the story alone, will natural-
ly choose such books as contain
stirringr narratives, while the latter
will take to books of a more prac-
tical character, such, for instanice, as
those: having a historical, a scientifie,
a philosophical, or a religious value.

There is perhaps no more pleasant
way of studying history thain through
the pages of a grood novel. Where

an we geet a better idea of the
border wars thani in Scott ?
\Vaveriy is a history written iii the
1grreat novehist's perfect style. Fen-
imiore Cooper's works are histories.
I t is no iatter for woncler that the
new literature introduceci by Scott
bccame so popular. jules Verne is
the chief writer of sc&entific, novels,
and the ingrenuity hie displays is
simply marv-ellous. 0f course hie
relates impossible things, but muc;-i
fact ean be gacltherccl froun imi ; and
lie leacis us to- anticipate the gYreat
.scientific cliscov'cries« that niay be
mnade in the near future. Steven-
soni's "« Dr. jcdkyl and Mr. Hyde"
is -an exampýle of the philosophical
no0vel :it lias its basis in Psychology.
Cardinal Newmanti's Callista. and
Cardinal Wýisema;n's Fabiola, arc
examples of the rcligîious novel, and
wha;.t charmingy and elev'ating(- tales
they are.

Perhaps as- great a paurand
certainly asà 'great a beniefit to the
r,ýmler. comecs from the stucly of the
Ianguagrc ancd style of an author.
Almost every sentence e<)ntalnis in
it the elemiients of satisfaction. With
whaiýt pleasure do we iiot rend and
re-read the maijestic sentenices of


