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50 THE WESTERN.

speaking with contempt of the old=fashioned conservative
n ethods followed by the Christian Church. For our part,
we camiot help feeling that the systein of teaching, coun-
taing! in what is known as the Church's year, will stand
fivoralle comparison with any mere secular system of in-
stinction, . in respect of ssimplicity, order, and completeness.’
So simple is it that even a young child can grasp the main
Tacts of the Incarnation, by simply giving ordinary attention
to the Church's services from Advent to Advent ; so orderly
iz it, that each historical fact prepares for, and leads up to,
the one immediately succeeding it ; so complete is it, that
all,the facts and truths do not stand ont singly as individul
atoms, but every one h'l\ its own clearly defined place in
one great whole—and’ one great idea—the Redemption of
mankind-—runs, like a golden thread, through ail.

The Christian year begins with Advent, which- this yeas
November 28th.  The name “Advent”
and refers, Jin the first place. to the fisst
coming to carth, in great humility, of the Incarnate Son of

commenced on
weans coming .
Ged 1 and; in the next, 10 the sccond coming of the same
Divine Being, at the last.great day, to judge the world,

The observance of Advent is of very great antiquity,
there being distinet reference to it, in Church history, be-
fore 450 A, D,

'i‘h_c Church calls upon us to kecp this holy scason by
teking cvery. :g(i\'nxlt:|i;c- of the special means. of grace pro-
vited, Dy:ising well the special opportunitics for prayer
that arc-afforded at this time in God's TIouse, and' by de-
vent meditation on the special-themes brought belore us in
the Church’s services for this scason.

If we are atall-in earnest; we cannot avoid looking baclk
over 1hc Christian year thai has goic ; and, in so doing,
we shall sec much 10 regret, and, at the same time,
things for which to be thankink

Tt is a good thing at the beginning of cach new period

many

ir ourlives to fix upon some thought which shall be ouir
‘most frequent and favorite thought throughout that period,
ard.give us something definite to aim at in our lives. N\
very suitible motto for those who are jiving in 2 clim:ite that
is. soniewhat stormy during the winter is this : “ Rejoice in
thie Lord always.”™ Do not wait till trouble comes belore
turning to Him, but try to live always in llis 1’1‘;‘5&:!1(:&::
“think ‘often of 1lim und His Love, and of what that Love
has done for us all. Keep counting up God’s Mercies ;
never Ay your prayers without -giving thanks for some-
thing, and go to Church to do so again in public. Do not
go to Church to get, but to give.
oi all. God’s people, to give to Him—worship,
pr‘lisc, alis, and’ themsclves.,

This 1s: the very first duty
thanks,
Constant giving to God can-
not help bringing joy ; and. the Christian fife was meant to
be a life of joy, not of gloom, éven in_ spite of afiliction.
Peaven was meant to begin in this life.  God made this
world beautiful inorder that we xmghl look upon it as the
avehue, or outer and plainer part, of ihe glorious G'lrdcn of
Gol. and this carthly life as but .the first stage .of. tlu.
‘Heavenly Life. It was for this that our Lord Jesus Christ
ordained “the Sacrament of His Lovc, llm we might get
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ancre vivid glimpses of that future Heavenly Life as ofen

as we like, and feel the bliss of His unending Companon.
ship, and breathe the atmosphere of His Love, as well as
tihe our shate ju 1Tis continual intercession now being of-
fered in Heaven, He has not left out any possible meatts of
helping us 10 live a life,of joy in the Lord.*

Py obscrving the Holy season of Advent in this way, ac
-our Christmas a-blessed time, in the truest scus
shall be puttmg ourselws in the way

shall make
of the word ; and we
te take the fullest advantage of all God's mercies through-
out the year.
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THE NATIVITY

* What means this glory round. our icet,”
The Magl mused—* more bright than morsn 2"
And voices chanted clear and sweet,

* To-day the Prince of Peace is born.”
“What ‘means that star ¥
Thaut brightens through the rocky glen 2

And angels, answering overhead,
ovid will to men.”

* the shepherds said,

Sung * Peace on carth, g
And they, who do their soni no wrong,
But keep at eve the faith of morn,
Shall daily hear the angels’ song,
To-day the Urince of Peace is boru,
~—James Russell Lowelk:
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CHRISTMAS.

in spite of the swrong tdndcnc__{ in certain quarters to
secularize Christmas, and make it a mere. social, ff,csti,val, the
faithiul Churchman will. never forget that it is one of .tm
three great festivals of the Catholic Church, and as: such
ought tc be observed rdng:ouxl\' aud- with deopest’ thank-
fulncss. In bygone days the Puritans saw only the . super-
stitions and disorderliness with which Christinas had be
come encumbered, and therefore triéd hard to destroy it.
fortunately failed in the attempt. \We hear it some
times sxid that there is 120 clear and definite evidence 0
prove that our Blessed Lord was bora on December 25
and, it is ofter. firged that, in the carly C_hur(.h, there was a
diversity 01 usage in regard to the obser -ance of the feast.
These-things nead not disturb us. That there is:an almost
1 celebrate the Nutivity of the Child Jesus
all will recognize 3 the question s to the exact dite of the
cvent may bhe'left as an.-interesting -study -for the, archiacolo-
It is quite suflicient jor us to know. ti)ag,. for 1400
wears at least, December 25 has been observed as Christmas
The * Christmas season”
is- ~ometimes used to-designate the time between December
21 ¢Christmus Eve) and )a:nz;fg'y G. 'ljilfiljg this p:.‘!'i_‘):l
there was. formerly, and still _goixt:in_ucs to.be, :i,_spirit of jox
aund {festivity, and .we do well.to. perpetuate -the Chu'rch'
custo: - The vigil of dhe \'\uut; was o\)scncd {rom v
carly duys: with -.\ccpuoml dcvouon. doubtlcss bccau<c Q!‘
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Day by the Chrstian Church.



