
—8—
;ulv;iiUT(l III the iiiiut!i->. aii<l v 'tli i i.wv a- [ilacni a- a putun
or a \mw of .lima Shi' liad twelve children, six sons and six

dauRlitcrs Her liu-liand liad licen onlv of re-pcctab!e use-

lessness. atid it liail fallen t.. Iier to rear tin famih -lie ncv^r
ill. u I'd tluin in any was t.. .!r. pp. SI c hn,k loducis. she sewed
I.M int'. the ini;iii. -lie -cni tai h uno . f tlio-c sons to the I'ni-

vor>itv. 1 Ik- tii^t oiu' luiaiiu' matiajjcr of tlic tjrcatc^t \n-tia-

''•iii I'.ink; tin- .(Tiiiid was nu'inln-r of ravliaiiicnt for tin-

Dumfrji's |',nii,'lis; tin- third wa^ in the Indian (nil Scrs uc
and Ma\or of ( aKiitta ; the fourth wa- a liarri-tor. and. thonRli

hclu'd \onn),'. had rcarhod a hi<;h place in the lloinliav liar; the

iil'ih IV an areliiteet of mark, -till livinR in .Scotland, and the

M\th hai! ihe inisfortinie to m.iirv a rich wife. That may Se

an exceptional ca-e. lint not wh.illy >o. The '

'niversitv is held

np to (verv lad li\ parent- a- his j^oal when he is at school,

and as an open approach t<> any s,,iirce of influence.

This interest in the thinf,'- ,if the mind shows itself with

the most coniiilete .treiuiineness in the extent of reading on the

part of tliosr \\|-,,, are readitt),' simply for their pleasure or

tiuir own np-l)nildin,<,'. My hrst charge in the ministry wa.s in

.\vrsliire a'loii!.,' the weavers. They were all of them extreme
radicals, of course; the descendants of the Chartists of earlv

da\s. Iliit ilu're were certain books on which thev exercised

their wits; lio(.ks that needed a rare power of concentration to

master; ".Sartor RcsartUs" wa- the companion of the leisure

and !ii,diter hours. The real sUidy was Mill's 'T.ogic" and
Mill's "Political F.conomy." It was at the sale of a weaver'.s

hooks that I bought nearly all the .Arabic literature I possess,

as well as many another good volume, liurckhardt's .\rabic

Proverbs. Don (_)m\ote with the Dore illustrations, the "lian-

natvne .Memorials" --all these came from the library of a

man who never in his life had mrn-c than Sf\.QO a week. Pass

.along the streets of l'".dinburgh or .Aberdeen and you will be

;ima/ed at the number of tirst class Ixiok shops. There is

nothing in ('ana<la to compare w'nh at least half a diizcn of

the .Aberdeen book stores, .and these book shops of the old

country are a true indication of the major interests of the

mind. \ou mav remember how Piarrie tells of his mother


