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citizenship policy into the 21st century. It sets out a framework
based on five basic and key elements.

First, the enrichment of our social fabric through selection of
immigrants and their successful integration into Canadian soci-
ety as full participating citizens.

Second, the supporting of Canadian economic growth through
actively promoting our country as the best place in the world in
which to live and work, something that the UN has recognized
two years out of the last three.

Third, the recognition of the importance that Canadians place
on the family and maintaining that program in a manner that is
sustainable and responsible.

Fourth, the realization of Canada’s humanitarian mission
through a coherent strategy that separates the refugee and
immigration streams and meets the twin challenges of protec-
tion and prevention. It reflects fully the commitments which the
government made in September at the International Conference
of Population and Development in Cairo.

Fifth, the provision of fair access and ensuring that the rule of
law is respected at all times by all people in our country.

Throughout the elaborate and extensive consultations Cana-
dians pointed to a loss of confidence in the immigration pro-
gram’s ability to control who enters Canada and to enforce the
Immigration Act against those who have been ordered removed.
Through legislative initiatives such as Bill C-44, which is
before the House, we are seeking to restore Canadians’ confi-
dence and thus contribute to the government’s broader goal of
creating safe streets, safe homes, safe communities.

The consultations also reveal that Canadians are concerned
about the sustainability of Canada’s social benefit system. The
government is addressing that broader challenge by opening a
dialogue on improving social security in Canada. For our part
we will contribute to the solution by focusing more on those
immigrants less likely to require public assistance.

Changes to the sponsorship obligations and their more rigor-
ous enforcement will enhance the fairness of access to social
benefits. We have already begun discussions with the provinces
and agreements on information sharing have already been
signed with six municipalities in Ontario.

In closing, a successful immigration policy has always been
part of our history and our development as a nation. Liberals
believe that immigration has worked well for Canada. Liberals
believe that the forces of migration have helped build a nation
when many other people view these forces as a negative.
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Liberals also believe that we need to manage those positive
forces in the face of monumental change across the globe. The
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strategy and plan that I have tabled on behalf of my caucus and
government sets the right direction as we prepare Canada for the
21st century.

The plan is fair, sustainable and affordable to the newcomer
and to Canadians. I invite all members, indeed all Canadians, to
join with us as we move forward boldly, confidently and
aggressively into the 21st century.

[Translation]

Mr. Osvaldo Nunez (Bourassa, BQ): Mr. Speaker, although
we received only this morning the document tabled today by the
minister, we still have a few preliminary comments to make.

As the minister said, consultations lasted 10 months and cost
$1 million. Unfortunately, the paper before us does not outline a
real policy on immigration and citizenship. We do not detect a
dominant theme either in the minister’s speech or in the docu-
ment tabled today. We still do not know where the minister is
going with regard to immigration and citizenship. We thought
that today the minister would announce decisions or reveal what
he intends to do in the years to come.

All he said is that, in 1995, the number of immigrants will be
between 190,000 and 215,000 and the number of refugees,
between 24,000 and 32,000. Incidentally, this violates and
contradicts the red book, whose goal was 1 per cent of the
population per year.

The goals set by the minister himself for the year 1994 will
not be achieved. No more than 230,000 people will immigrate to
Canada in 1994, instead of the 250,000 announced by the
minister at the beginning of the year. We, however, agree with
the minister about reducing the number of immigrants. We were
told that the number of applications to immigrate to Canada is
down, and we are also aware that the economic recovery is still
creating difficulties, that the unemployment rate remains very
high in Canada and even more so in Quebec.

We would like the minister to focus on immigrant integration
in 1995. Thousands of immigrants who come here cannot find
jobs and do not receive government assistance either.

As for refugees, we want to ensure that the minister will
continue to honour Canada’s international humanitarian com-
mitments to this class of people seeking Canada’s protection.
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There are still too many refugees in the world—more than 20
million—and Canada must do its share in this regard; we in the
Bloc Quebecois are very sensitive to this problem. The docu-
mentation submitted by the minister does not give us a very
clear indication of whether he intends to respect Quebec’s
jurisdiction for immigration, if he intends to comply fully with
the McDougall—Gagnon-Tremblay agreement signed in 1991,



