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In the Despatch above referred to I also described the state of feeling among
the English population, nor can I encourage a hope that that portion of the com-
munity is at all more inclined to any settlement of the present quarrel that would
leave any share of power to the hostile race. Circumstances having thrown the
English into the ranks of the Government, and the folly of their opponents having
placed them, on the other hand, in a state of permanent collision with it, the
former possess the advantage of having the force of Government, and the autho-
rity of the laws on their side in the present stage of the contest. Their exertions
during the recent troubles have contributed to maintain the supremacy of the law,
and the continuance of the connexion with Great Britain; but it would in
my opinion be dangerous to rely on the continuance of such a state of feeling as
now prevails among them, in the event of a different policy being adopted by the
Imperial Government. Indeed the prevalent sentiment among them is one of
anything but satisfaction with the course which has been long pursued, with
reference to Lower Canada, by the British Legislature and Executive. 'The calmer
view, which distant spectators are enabled to take of the conduct of the two par-
ties, and the disposition which is evinced to make a fair adjustment of the con-
tending claims, appear iniquitous and injurious in the eyes of men who think that
they alone have any claim to the favour of that Government, by which they alone
have stood fast. They complain loudly and bitterly of the whole course pursued
by the Imperial Government, with respect to the quarrel of the two races, as hav-
ing being founded on an utter ignorance or disregard of the real question at issue,
as having fostered the mischievous pretensions of French nationality, and as
having by the vacillation and inconsistency which marked it, discouraged loyalty
and fomented rebellion. Every measure of clemency or even justice towards their
opponents they regard with jealousy, as indicating a disposition towards that con-
ciliatory policy which is the subject of their angry recollection ; for they feel that
being a minority, any return to the due course of constitutional government would
again subject them to a French majority; and to this I am persuaded they would
never peaceably submit. They do not hesitate to say that they will not tolerate
much longer the being made the sport of parties at home, and that if the mother
country forgets what is due to the loyal and enterprising men of her own race,
they must protect themselves. In the significant language of one of their own
ablest advocates, they assert that “ Lower Canada must be FEnglish, at the
expense, if necessary, of not being British.”

I have, in Despatches of a later date than that to which I have had occasion so
frequently to refer, called the attention of the Home Government to the growth
of this alarming state of feeling among the English population. The course of
the late troubles, and the assistance which the French insurgents derived from
some citizens of the United States, have caused a most intense exasperation
among the Canadian loyalists against the American Government and people.
Their papers have teemed with the most unmeasured denunciations of the good
faith of the authorities, of the character and morality of the people, and of the
political institutions of the United States. Yet, under this surface of hostility, it
is easy to detect a strong under current of an exactly contrary feeling. As the
general opinion of the American people became more apparent during the course
of the last year, the English of Lower Canada were surprized to find how strong,
in spite of the first burst of sympathy, with a people supposed to be struggling
for independence, was the real sympathy of their republican neighbours with the
great objects of the minority. ~Without abandoning their attachment to their
mother country, they have begun, as men in a state of uncertainty are apt to
do, to calculate the probable consequences of a separation, if it should unfortu-
nately occur, and be followed by an incorporation with the United States. In
spite of the shock which it would occasion their feelings, they undoubtedly think
that they should find some compensation in the promotion of their interests; they
believe that the influx of American emigration would speedily place the English
race in a majority; they talk frequently and loudly of what has occurred in
Louisiana, where, by means which they utterly misrepresent, the end nevertheless
of securing an English predominance over a French population, has undoubtedly
been attained ; they assert very confidently that the Americans would make a very
speedy and decisive settlement of the pretensions of the French ; and they believe,
that after the first shock of an entirely new political state had been got over, they
and their posterity would share in that amazing progress, and that great material
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