dechred a short time ago that people
0 do not speak the same language as
Tarte are “naturally open to his sus-
icion.”” Why open to suspicion? 'The
iplication is manifest. The Sun wishes
‘to. be understood, as the Mail and Empire
‘bluntly put in, that “Tarte hates Protes-

tants” and distrusts English-speaking cit-

Hoens,
' On occasions the anti-British allegations
1.: . been put forward with special bold-
s. This was done when General Hut-
on was recalled. General Hutton was
ed back to England by the imperial
government, because that government
found him guilty of giave acts of insubor-
dination and indiscretion...The real rea-
"‘ ns were in doubt, however, for a few
ays: and this circumistance was seized
on by the Mail and Empire to announc:
"Geneml Hutton:has gone amid the ex-
taons of the Tartes, the Bourassas,
o Monets, the ,Desammm, the KEthiers,
e Dandurands, a'ﬂ’ the. “Lauriers; but
he carries with hit e ‘good wishes and
I high respect xmhtm. and the
yal people of Caj In disgrace, as
Tarte and his faction’would have him go,
,‘ has not left usi#+On the contrary, he
ithdraws with homor. | For Sir Richard
" wright, Mr. Mu ock, and Mr. Borden,
f¥lio were consenting parties to the dis-
sal of the dificer because he was sup-
- to be ‘400 Brit'sh, there can be
:» hing but absolute pity. "They have
fhown themsélves to be ‘mere instruments
 the hands of Tarte.”
Loyal people” are represented as be:
on (zenera_l Hatton’s side, while those
.were supposed to have been instru-
nental in st:cur]h,, hig recall, “the Lausi-
e bemg among them, are pictured aq
Q oppcwed to anything ‘““too British.”
a¢e is not left us to deal with -the
gually wigked and unpatriotic course pur-
td by the Montreal Star.
> we showed how it had been caught
ed ;h.andcd in a shameful act of misrepre-
ta.tlon. As was then pointed out, the
far is being sent broadcast over the do-
inion by the chief Tory whip, with
jese inventions brought out in bold re:
w; suled by venemous and inflammatory
adlines and . cartoons. The Mail and
_<pn'e is. being similarly distributed by
e (.onservatlve orga.mzatnons which, to
; y the least, is suggestive of the parti-
an nature of the whole movement.
'he most disgusting feature of this busi-
remains, however, to be told. The
es at Ottawa are boasting, with na
npt to. oonceal their satisfaction, that
ey have captured thousands of L]berals
roughqut the country by their racial
pngn They chuckle and ‘rub -their
: over the thought that supporters
,)the goverment have been gulled into
a fear that; after ai, 3t is not a good
ing to have a French Canadian premics
fe do nqt. believe these assertwns They
Mect too much upon the’ “intelligence
d sober judgment: of Liberals at large.
e cannot conceive it ‘possible that a
le friend of the adminisfration has
éd to see tnrough the tricks and
Bemes of those who would like to see
e Tories restored to power at Ottawa.
fe should despair of honest administra-
bn and successful work being recognized
"Canada if the‘men who have put the
psent government in office were to heed
r moment the willainous appeals
Hich have been made “to ‘them by the
Sicning journals' referred to above. We
ould also.feel.discouraged if it “were not
& disposition of -every true Capadian to
fwn upon iacticgwhich, if successtul,
'd go a long way toward undoing the
y edera.tlon we now have; for upon the
monious: co-operation of the two great
ves in (apada turns all our hopes for
& continued prosperity and happy des-
Y oi this great dominion.

v“

4 'nu:_ BUDGET.

ver since Canuda became a- Dominion
| any finance minister had such a
svellous tale of progress and pr osperity
late as that which was told by Mr.
ding yesterday, in his budget speech.
: not only was he able to boast of the
rmous growth of the commerce of the
mtry, of its increasing revenue and its
gnificent surplus, but he was in a posi-
"‘:,to show the House of Commons and
'whole world ;that the credit of Cana-
d become practically equal to that
e mother country, and that C: anada
v in a position not only to aid Great
with the blood of her bravest
5 but to give her commercial advan-
ps of such a character as must enor-
hsly increase her trade and enable her
iﬂ.splace foreign rivals in the markets
is country. No one can bz surprised
Ejfafter cuch a declaration of policy the
e house joined in singing “God Save
,” or that men felt a new pride
"vir' country which, in three short
, has emerged from the darkness of
‘times and deficits to the glorious
_:of boundless prosperity and abundant
:‘h We trust that every reader of
_ Telegraph will peruse carefully the
; speech, a report of w hich will be
itl ‘elsewhere, and study the figuress
& it d'scloses. This is, indeed, a grow-
‘tune in Canada.
Z'hcn the aggregate trade of the Do-
was. shown to have increased
1 75239,02.),36‘0 in the fiscal year 189596
,661,213 in the fiscal year 189599
might be excured if they said that
a rate of increase could not be maiu-
3 , but the current year is likely to be
eh th advance of its immediate pre--
gor as 1898 was in advance of 1897, for
dy for the eight months that have
ed our aggregate trade is $32,000, 000
er than it was last year and there
'?"doubt that by the end of the year
r"ach the gigantic total of $370,900,-
r more than 50 per (.e'lt greater than
rade of 1896.
‘:‘ not neces:ary to repeat here the flg-
f the largesurphus-of lastyear, or of
till greater surplus that there will
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be this year; the figure that is anticipat-
ed being $7,500,000. Surpluses “have be-
come so common under Liberal rule that
we cease to look for any other result. The
two great features of the speech were,
however, the announcement that the Brit-
ish government by legislation, would place
the bonds of Canada on the list of pre-
ferred securities in which trustees might
invest and that the preference nowlgiven
to British goods in the tariff of Canada,
which now amounts te  per.cent., would
after the first of July next, be increased
to 33 1-3 per cent. Here we have at once
a practical illustration of tlie prosperity
of Canada under Liberal rule, and the in-
creased consideration she is receiving, and
also of the large hearted loyalty of the
I\atriot statesmen who now control its
affairs, a loyalty which does not consist
in flag waving or in speech making, but
in the conferring of practical benefits on
the people of the mother country, and
thereby c¢reating a union of interests as
well as a union of hearts.

THE TRANSPORTATION QU ESTION.

There is no subject that should be of
more gencral interest to the people of
Canada than thc transportation questlon,
for it affects C\ery one east as well as
west, and in the cheapness with which our
heavy food products can be moved to the
sea board much of our prosperity will de-
pend. The Hon. Mr. Blair's’ exposition
of the transportation question in the
House of Tommons on Wednesday even-
ing was a masterly effort, and as it stated
the intentions of the government with
regard to this matter it will be widely
read and generally accepted as a_happy
solution of a problem which has engaged
the attention of successive go;'emments
ever since confederation. This statement
of the views and intentions of the govern-
ment was the more necessary because it
would _appear as if some members of the
ITouse of Commons were inclined to ad-
vocate the practical abandonment of all

that had been already done on the line -

of the St. Lawrence and adopt an entire-
ly new policy, viz., the construction of the
(ieorgian Bay canal.

The present improved canal system was
comrnenced by the Mackenzie government
a quarter ¢f a century ago, its aim and
object being the completion of a 14 foot
waterway from the great lakes to the sea.
Any one looking at the map will see at
» glance that the St. Lawrence route,
pther things being equal, is in a position
to command the western grain trade and
that thé competition of New York with
Montreal for this business must always be
carried on under great disadvantages. Tt
is true that various circumstances, with
which all business mén are familiar, have
conspired to give New York much the
larger part of the grain trade, but this

"potition of affairs cannot be maintained

much longer, for the Erie canal is a mere
ditch in comparison with the Canadian
canals, and even if enlarged to the same
depth as the latter it would be much more
costly because of its great length and the
amount of lockage involved.

The minister of railways made the wel-
come annom}cément that this spring, as
soon as the season of navigation opens,
there will be a 14 foot channel. from ‘the
¢reat lakes to Montreal. Something like
¢60,000,000 Lhas been expended on the
¢anals of Canada, but now the work is
done and the people of the Dominion will
begin to reap the benefit of their vast
outlay. There is little doubt that the
present year will witness a very large in-
crease in the grain trade going down the
St. Lawrence, but there is still one ob-
«tacle to the complete development of the
business in the lack of a suitable harbor
¢n Lake Erie on the Canadian side. For
lack of such a harbor the large grain car-
riers on the lakes go to Buffalo and that
means the diverting of traflic to the Erie
canal at the expense of the St. Lawrence
voute. The present government has under-
taken to amend this state of affairs and
o give Canadian ports the trade which
now goes to New York.

With the exception of the rapids of St.
Mary, between Lake Superior and Lake
uron, there is a free channel for large
vesscls from the head of Lake Superior
{0 the mouth of the Welland canal or to
Buffalo. The rapids are overcome by the
“ault Ste. Marie canals, one of which be-
iongs to Canada. These canals are very
large, have but one luck and are capable
of passing a vessel of almost any size.
"here is now nothing to prevent a grain
laden vessel of 10,000 tons capicity {from
passing from the head of Lake Superior
to Buffalo or Port Colborne at -the en-
trance of the Welland canal.

From Buffalo to New York the route is
by the Erie canal, which can only carry
barges drawing six or seven feet of water.
I'rom Port Colborne to Montreal the
route is by the Welland canal, thence
across. Lake Ontario and down the St
Lawrence river and the canals conneceted
with it. TheyWelland and St. Lawrence
canals are now capable of floating a vessel
dradving 14 feet of ‘water, 255 feet long
and 40 feet wide. A vessel of this size
would carry an enormous cargo of grain
in comparison with the petty barges on
the Erie canal, perhaps 3,000 toms, but
would be much smaller than the large
steamships on the upper lakes which bring
grain cargoes to Buffalo.. The American
port now receives these large vessels be-
cause it has a safe harbor which can be
entered at all times. But the government
of Canada proposes to make such improve-
ments at Port Colborne as will make it

equal to Buffalo as a harbor,.so that the |

St. Lawrence route may command the
bulk of the trade. e

It is estimated by. the mrimister of rail*’]
ways and canals- that the’ improvements

necessary to make Port Colbprpe. a. good .

harbor will cost. not more than ﬂ-,OUM)OO
This will involve the building of a break-

‘Increase

T desire -

POOR DOCUMENT

“water and wharves and" the deepemng of
the channel to 20 feet. When these im-
proveménts are completed the advantage
will lie with the St. Lawrence route, for
he cost of carrying a bushel of grhin
from Chicago or Duluth to Montreal and
shipping it there is only 6 cents, as com-
pared with 71-10 cents -by the Buffalo
route to New York.
great cannot fail to be decisive with re-
gard to the course of trade, and the Hon.
Mr. Blair may well look with entire con-
fidence on the outcome of his arduous
labors for the improvement of the St.
Lawrence route.

An advantage so

AN “IMPOTENT POLICY.”

Sir: Charles Tupper nas spoken lately of |

the Liberal trade policy as an “impotent”
thing. We feel sure he must have done
this hastily, and without taking the trou-
ble to look at the facts.
to the trade and navigation returns, which
are:now complete to the end of the fis-
cal year 1899, he could not, as an:honest
man, have made such a disparaging ob-
servation. He would have found that un-
der that policy Canadian trade has made
marvellous progress. Under the National
Policy, to which Sir Charles still nails
his colors, the country gave evidences of
no such rate of advancement as has mark-
ed ‘the last three years. Let a-few facts
from official sources suffice to make thls
bl lain.

‘A compurison of the aggregate ,trade of
tlie Dominion for the first year in which
the Conservatives began theif long re-

gime until the last year they were in of -

fice, yields the following result:—
e e e
48980 Lo viindndi s Us s 605 239.025,000
« . $66,619,006
Take then the past four years, during
three of which the Liberals have been” in
office, and the showing is as follows:— -
1806 .. o Lol Gl $299,.095.360
I8O7 . e ve i P aRT 08 R02
98 .. oo o o b e vl o SMAIST00
130 .. a e s 0L

...............

THCTeaEs o sive b iae wois. $82,6358563

Thus, within three years, 1896 being the
last year of the Conservative period, there
has been a larger growth, by the substan-
tial sum of $16,015,947, than was realized
during the preceding eighteen years.
Surely a policy which has accomplished
such. marvellous results cannot fairly be
termed “impotent.”

The figures for the eight months of the
current fiscal year have also been made
public, and they certainly do not help Sir
Charles Tupper’s view of the Liberal trade
policy. Adding together the exports and
imports, and comparing the total with the
last full year of Conservative adminstra-
tion, they give this very surprising re-
sulti—

Foll year; 1896--..-.% ++-L 1 (/8230,025,380"
Eight months, 1900 .. .. .. .. 250,235,755

Increase .. .. . § $11,210 395

A policy whlch is mert and impotent
could scarcely within eight. months have
done better by $11,210,395 than the much
lauded National Pokcy did during the last
year of its operation.. We fancy, having
these facts in view, that Sir Charles Tup-
per’s readiness to speak reproachfully of
the fiscal policy of the present govern-
ment is on2 of the best reasons for assum-
ing that he knows it to be a smgular])
successful and effective policy.

NEWFOUNDLAND.

The question of the union of Newfound-
land to the Dominion was brought up the
other day in parliament and several
speeches were made by members of the
opposition in favor of the scheme. We
think there ‘has been no time since the
question ‘of the confederat’on of the Brit-
‘ish North America colonies became a
practical one that the people of Canada
have not been Tteady to welcome New-
foundlamf to the union, but unfortunately
the people of Newfoundland have never
been ready to join hands with us. The isl-
and of

the * Quebec .conference of 1864 and
there, seemed then to be .a
prospect that . the wumion of" all

the provinces would be completed. But
unfortunat‘cly the most influential ‘politi-
cian in Newfoundland; Mr. Bennett, was
then for private and personal reasons an
enemy ‘of confederation, and he. induced
the people to believe that if they entered
the union they would be robbed by
(anada, the poor people of Canada being
anvious to be supported by the. wealthy
and affluent people of Newfoundland,
When a whole population can swallow'a
story like this they must be in such a
“condition of political infancy that it per-
Liaps ‘would be wrong to disturb their
dreams or to reduce their estimate of their
cwn importance. Confederation was over-
whelmingly defeated and the fishermen of
New! foundland, who were little better than
th~ slaves of the grcat capitalists, fairly
went wild with joy. Monopoly had tri-
umphed. The old system was not to be
disturbed. The great capitalists were ‘still
to be allowed to accumulate enormous
wealth out of the ‘toil of the fishermen
and then go to I ng! 'and to spend it, leav-
ing Newfoundland poorer than before.
Since then no substantial progress has
been made toward a union between Cana-
da and Newfoundland, because the peo-
ple of that island, in spite of the plain

‘| evidence to the contrary, still continue

to believe #hat Canada is poor while they
are rich, and that it is for the benefit of
Canada that the union is wanted. As a
matter of fact the. people of Canada do
mbt now dnd mnever have troubled  them-
celves about the . matter. .There are two
reasons, dnd two ‘only why Canada should
‘to . obtain . Newfoundland, and
neither of ‘them ‘isparticularly urgent. The

Had he referred .

..$172,405,454

favoring our rivals at our expense.

Newfoundland was represented ut‘
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first is that Newfoundland in a measure
commands the Gulf of St. Lawrenee and
if. it were in the posséssion of an enemy
our interests would suffer. The second is
that Canada and Newfoundland own cer-
tain fisheries almost in common and that
island might injure Canadian trade by
Yet
while we may give weight to these rea-
sons they are not decisive because New-
foundland is not asking for admission
in‘o the Canadian confederation. When
she does ask it will be time for us to
move.. Nor must it be forgotten that
there are reasons against union as well as
in favor of it. One reason is the enormous

“debt of Newfoundland which is twice as

great ‘per head of population as that of
Canada. While another is the state of the
French Shore question which is still un-
settled, and which it Newfoundland be-
¢ame a part.of Canada would be certain
to involve us in great difficulties. These
reasons are certainly not decisive but they
are at least important and deserve to be
seriously considered. Newfoundland will
be 'a part of Canada sooner or later, but
whether sooner or later will depend on
the people of that island themselves.

CANADA’S CONSOLS.

Tlle achievement of Mr Fielding and the
z,owermnent in having the bonds of an-
ada placed on the list of securities that
may be used by trustees in England in
making their investments of the money
held ' by . them ° for- estates is one
of the most important concessions ever won
in_connection with the affairs of the do-
m"m(m For twenty years successive Can-
adian govelnments have been trying to
bring about this result, but without sne-
cess.  Sir Charles Tupper worked on the
problem for - several years while he was

= 1
high commissioner, but never was able to

wolve it. The Tories who are always boast-
ing of their great business ability and the
manner in which they had raised’ the
credit of Canada, could never get within
miles of this achievement. Now it has
been accomplished by a Liberal administra-
tion. Those who-are in the habit of read-
ing that thoroughly unprincipled paper,
the Montreal Star, will remember the sin-
ister predictions it indulged in with regard
to the future of this country if the Lib-
erals camne into power. KEverything in
Canada was to go to the dogs at once.
All our factories were to be closed, the
revenue was to fall to mext to nothing
and the credit of Canada was to sink as
low as that of the late Confederate States
of America. It was a sad, sad story and
if there had been -a word of truth in it
the BtOT.Y‘would have been' quite interest-
ing. | Sir Charles “Tupper, who takes his
political ‘enlightment from Mr. Balby of
the Star (for particulars cee & recent Star

‘

cartoon), took up the cry and he also be-
gan to prophecy. Now we have had near-
ly four years of Liberal rule and instead
of blue ruin we have boundless prosperity
and the bonds of Canada selling at a
higher rate than ever they reached be-
fore. We have this acknowledged
by the British government and as a
proof of their faith in us they are about
to obtain legislation from parliament
placing our bonds beside British consols,
among the most favored securities, there-
by not only raising Canada immeasurably
in the eyes of the world, but placing mil-
lions of dollars in the pockets of the people
of Canada through its government. Mr.
Fielding estimates that it will raise the
value of Canadian securities three per
cent., but this seems to be a low estimate.
Yet, taking three per cent. as the correct
figure, it will make a difference in our
favor of $3,000,000 in the $100,000,000 of
Canadian bonds which will have to be
placed on the English money market be-
tween now’ and 1910 for the purpose of
rotiring those bonds now \bearing high
rates of interest that will then fall due.

'

THE POOR CIVIL SERVANTS,

No one has any desire to injure the civil
servants of Canada or to treat them
otherwise than with the ulmost fairness.
Jut when the opposition attempts to place
their claims on the same footing as tliose
of the genuine working mhn we are forced
to look into their case for the purpose of
ascertaining how they are paid and the
amount of work they do as compared to
men in the employment of private indi-

‘viduals doing similar work. The Cana-

adian civil servant employed at Ottawa

‘begins as a third class clerk at the salary

of $400 a year. He is advanced year Ly
yoar until his salary as a third class-clerk
may: reach $1,000. When he attains the
grade of second class clerk his salary is
increased for the sgalaries in ‘that grade
range from $1,100 to $1,400, there being
more of he latter than of the former.
Another step upward makes him a first
class clerk with a salary beginning at
$1,500 and which may reach $1,800. if he
gets to be a chief clerk his salary may go
up to $2,600, and if he attains the raunk of
a deputy minister
$3,200 to $4,200. These rates of pay ure
not low by any means, and while some
civil servants may receive less than they
are worth the great majority of them are
paid far more than they would get for
the same class of work if done for pri-
vate parties. One member stated in the
course of the debate that the average
salary of the civil servamts at Ottawa was
%1,170 a year, and we are quite sure that
no great mercantile esta.blmhment in Can-
ada can show an average rate of wages as.
high ‘as that.

he will receive irom

THAT FLAG STORY.

The Montreal Star has realized the im-
portance of saying something to neutral-
ize the exposure of its miserable tactics
in relation to the students’ troubles at
Montreal. It will be remembered that
Le Journal, which is the morning Con-

gervative paper established in Montreal

*by Mr.Hugh Graham and Sir Charles ‘Lup-

per, . took occasion recently to protest
against the double game being played by
the Star. For its Montreal readers the
Star announced that the Laval students
had carried their college flag, which was
the truth, while for the linglish speaking
provinces it had a separate edition refer-
ring to the flag as “the tri-color.” A pic-
ture was given of this flag, and inflamma-
tory headlines set off the articles describ-
ing the alleged insults to the British flag.
Among other things Mr. Tarte was repre-
sented as being ready to die rather than
hoist the Union Jack over La Patrie of-
fice. 'This is how the Star tries to get out
of the mess:

“The picture itself was reproduced pho-
tographically in The Star, and we called
attention to the fact that the so-called
students evidently did not belong to the
student class, and referred to the flag rep-
resented at the head of the procession as
the “tri-color.”” When about ten thou-
sand papers had been printed, the sug-
gestion was made to us that the flag pic-
tured might be intended for the college
flag. - The correction was made, and at the
same time, we stated that the mob were
in that case cnrryuuv a flag they had no
right to carry.

A curious and suspicious feature of this
explanation is that it is made three wecks
after the blunder occurred, and then in
reply to an exposurec made very soon at-
terward. A still more remarkable and
unaccountable inconsistency ‘in the story
itself, is the fact that the edition which
told the truth about the flag should have
been distributed in Montreal, where the
circumstances of the disturbances were
generally known, and the edition which
represented the students as carrying the
flag of France should have been sent qut
to the English speaking provinces. Hav-
ing in view the dangerous and incendiary
campaign which the Star has been carry-
ing on of late, we must be excused if we
cannot accept the explanation which has
been offered by that journal; nor can we¢
feel that a brief and tardily made state-
ment such as we have quoted is at all an®
adequate amend for the mischief which
the original account of the students’ dem-
onstration has done.

There is -a further fact in this relation ’

‘which cannot be' ignored and serves: to

keep the Star under a cloud of suspicion.
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[ How has it come about that the edition
which. contained the tri-color story is the
one which Mr. George Taylor, the Con-
servative whip, has franked out of the
House of Commons by tens of thousands?
The Star says the error was discovered
while the process of printing was going
on. Why were not the papers containing
the mischievous falsehood destroyed? Why
have many thousands been sent broad-
cast throughout the English provinces?
We have some of these in our possession,
and know they were sent to Protestant
clergymen in all parts of New Bruns-
wick, as well as to thousands of others.
Considered in the light of the excuse
which has been offered, is not the con-
clusion irrisistible that the Star delibar-
ately concocted this wicked fraud, hoping
that the circulation of a corrected edition
in Montreal would prevent discovery? Is
it mnot clear, moreover, that the entire
edition, with the incendiary matter 1t
contained, was specially prepared for the
purpose of being made use of by those
Tories who have set their hands to the
task of driving Sir Wilfrid Laurier from
power because he is a French-Canadian?
It is a happy circumstance, however, that
daylight is flooding in upon this desperate
game, and that the people of the English
provinces are seeing through the efforts
being made to gull and delude them.

THE COLLECTORSHIP.

—

The government in filling the position
rendered vacant by the death of Mr.
James R. Ruel have made choice of Mr.

. A. Lockhart. Mr. Lockhart is a well
l\now'n and capable business man who
commands the respect and confidence of
the merchants and citizens generally and
is in every way well qualified to perform
the duties belonging to the oftice of col-
lector of customs.

“Just as the public accou

nts
at Ottawa was about to commelﬁgéu:!:;ull;:
\Iiee-m"(.;uofr;s,t M],ebbu blfton and Tarte
slipped off to Kurope.’—[}\
. [Mail and Em-

Investigations of what? There has not
been so much as a suggestion of any
charge against either of these mlmstcrs
j One has gone to England to be treated
for severe deafncsd, and the other is to
represent Canada at the opening of the
Paris Exposition next month.

The pretensions of our Tory friends
|tha.t the farmers of Canada are not get-
ting any share of the prev ailing prosper-
ity are somewhat disturbed by the fact
that during the eight months of the cur.
rent fiscal year our exports of animals
and their products were larger by $17,-
276,531 than during the correfponding
Ipemoﬂ last - year. E @
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