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Lesson VI. Nev. 10. 28am. 18: 15-33,

DAVID'S (-IHPI' FOR ABSALOM.

GOLDEN TEXT.

“ A foolish son is a grief to his father,
and bitterness to her that bear him."—
Prov. 17: 25.

EXPLANATORY,

I. Amsarow’s Reseriiox. In our last

lesson we saw the handsome, attractive,

but unprincipled . Absalom . scheming
against his own father.
1L Dabip's Rereear. King David,

:mk in body (Ps. 41: 8), sick at heart at
{uct of his eldest living son, sick
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in wul with the consciousness of past
sin, and the prophecy on aoccount of it
that “the sword should not depart
from his bouse " (12: 10); not knowing
how strong the conspiracy was in the
capital itsetf, unprepared with an army
of defence, the attack being wholly un.
expeoted, and loath to make wnnrmn.
his own son, immediately retreated from
the city. There is no single day in the
Jewish history of which. so elaborate an
account remains us that which describes
this memorsble flight. The events of
this day are told in the 15th, 16th, and
17th chapters of 2 Samuel.

InciornTs 5Y THE WAY. As they began
to descend the Mount of Olives to the
northwest, Ziba met them with bread,
fruit and wine, and declared that his
master, Mephibosheth, Saul's dson,
took sides with thie usurper. f‘uvnd na-
turally believed him, and hastily and un-
justly gave him all his master’s property.
Further along, down towards the Jornan
valley, at Baharim, while the procession
was walking along one side of a ravine,
Shimei, another member of the house of
Sgul, walked on the other gide and
shputed bitter curses upon David and
threw stones and dust at him.

ITL Apsaroy TaKks' PossgssioN ov THE
Carirar.  Absalom and his army, march-
ing from Hebron, take possession of
Jerusalem and the palace that same day.
A council of war was called, and Ahitho-
L‘hel, whose counsel was “as if a man

ad inquired at the oracle of God,” ad-
vised an immediate attack upon David
while he was weary and unprepared. But
Hushai, secretly David's friend, argued
against this course and advised Absalom
to wait till he could gather a great army.
The latter advice was taken. Then Abi-
thophel, seeing that Absalom, by not fol-
ing his advice, was doomed to failure,and
in that case he himself would be exe-
cuted as a traitor when David was re-
stored, went home to Giloh and hanged
himself. “ Ahithophel bears the distinc-
tion of being the first person whose

hanging is recorded.

IV. Tne Drosive Barrie. Absalom
soon followed his father across the Jor-
dan and encamped a few miles south or
southwest of° Mabanaim. David pre-
pared to receive the attack with his
usual skill. He divided his forces into
three bodies under Joab, Abishai, and
Itthi, and yieldingto the peoplnn en-
treaties, he himself remained to hold
out the city in case of a defeat. The
armieg met in “the forest of Ephraim,”
in Mount Gilead, where the entangled
ground was mcest unfavorable to the un-
trained ho.ts of Absalom. They were
overthrown with a slaughter of 20,000
men.
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| in & forked bough

| Gliead,

scattered fight Absalom was separated
from his men, and as he fled from a party-

of the enemy, the wule on which he |

rode ‘carried him benesth the low
branches of a spreading terebinth and
left him hanging by the head, probably
I'wo things are to be
noted as contributing to Absalom’s fate :
the ostentation of going into battle on
the mule, which marked his rank as

| prinoe, instead of on foot, like David and

all the great warriors ; and the vanity of
wearing his hair in a style only becoming
to a Namarite.

18. Note Absalom in his lifetime had
taken and reared up for himeelf a pillar,
This is mentioned to show how the plans
of the wicked are disappointed. Absa-
lom was buried in a pit in the forest of
and covered with. a heap of
stones, while he had thought to rest un-
der a beautiful monument near the
capital, known and praised of all. In 'the
king's dale. The place is unknown. 1
have no son. His three sons (chap. 14:
27) must have all died young. Absa-
lom’s place : literally, hand, i. e., & monu-
ment, which is like a hand pointing to
the character of him who is buried un-
der'it.

Apsarow's Haxp. Absalom from out
the far-off past is still pointing our ‘mod-
ern youth to certain. great lessons his
career, teaches us (1.) The way of
transgressors is hard ; (2.) The success
of the wicked is short, and then he is
like chaff which the wind bloweth away ;
(3.) Sin is sometimes attractive at first,
but at last it biteth like a serpent and
stingeth like an adder; (4.) The way to
true success is not through disobedience
to parents ; (5.) No failure is so terrible
as the failure of a life; no ruin like the
the ruin ofa soul; (6.) The death of the
wicked is lighted by no ray of hope;
(7.) They that sow the wind shall reap
the whirlwind.

VII. Davio ReCEIVING TIDINGS FROM THE
Barrie-rieLb.—Zadok. The high priest;
David's friend in Jerusalem. Let menow
run, and bear the king tidings. He wished
te go in order to tell hun the good news,
how his kingdom was saved, and to break
to him gently the sad news of Absalom's
death.

20. Thou shalt not bear tidings this day.
Joab wished to save the young man from

{xlg news which he knew would hurt
the mg’n feelings.

Cushi. The word bas the article
here and throughout the chapier, except
at the second mention of his name in
this verse, where 1t may easily have fallen
out. It is, therefore, most probably “the
Cushite” (the Ethiopian), a foreign slave,
perhaps of Joab's, whom he did not

le to expose to David's anger.

2{141 me . . . also run after Cushi.

_Ih was a well-known runner (ver. 27).

Joab consented to his going because he
thought that the Cushite had the start

| went over the hills and through forests.

24. And David sat between the two gates.
The two gates are the outer and mnér
gate of the fortified city wall, between
which there was a sunall coun, where
Duvid was sitting.’ lere David waited,
with intepse anxiety the result of
the lattle. The watchman went up to
the vouf over the gale. There was
usually & tower over the gateway, and on
its roof us part of the wall, the watchman
could see a long distance.

25. If he be alone, there is tidings.
David concluded that if his army had |

] been crowded with fugitives.

26. Called unto the porter. The “cap
tain of the gate,” who had it in charge
Behold, another man running alone. !
Cushite. He also, being #lone, must be
the bearer of despatches, later than those |
of the:first. The two thus following one
another so quickly implied important
news.

2. Is like the running of Ahkimaaz.
There is & great deal of individuality in
running, snd practsed food-racers are 1
known and recognized at a distance by
their gait, as Ahimaaz was, long before
their features could be known. And the

{u«i, He war a good man. David
had reason to think well of him,not only
for Zadok's sake, but also for the bold
and facthful service he jerformed in
oarrying from Jerusalem to the Jordan
the plans of Absalom. Cometh with good
tidings. Knowing Ahimaaz to be abrave
man, David concluded that he would not
be the first to run in a defeat ; hence he
must be a bearer of news of viotory.

28, Al is well ! literally, peace. The
one word of the breathless runner was at
onoce the usual salutation, and a report of
the battle, “ Peace” meant victory ;
the enemy overthrown and a glorious re-
turn to Jerusalem,

20. Js the young man Absalom safe :
His first thought, after he knew that the |
kingdom was safe, was for the fate of his |
wayward son.

s Tux Youxe Max Sare? This is &
question every parent and every friend
of young men should ssk. Is the young

| been beaten, the highways would have |

| child the nature and consequences of his

| but it is always out of place.

| says this instructor, “under any circum- 1
stances, to speak to your pupil in any-
| thing but your ordinmy tone of voice.”
| And, the d.liculties of the
| cas “Exercise an unwearied |
\| Putience ; nn.l if at sny time you find the
| rtrain upon your neirves growing a ligtle |
[ tense, leave him at once. and wait until |
| you are peifectly calua Lefore resuming |
the lesson.” That is good counsel for
him who would train a dog—or a child;
for in either dog training or child-train- |
| ing, scolding—loud and excited talking |
—18 never in order.

In giving commands, or in giving cen
|sure to a child, the fewer and more
| calmly spoken words the better. A
child “soon learns that scolding means
less than quiet talking; and he even
omes to find a certain satisfaction in
waiting silently until the scolder has
blown off the surplus feeling ~which
vents itsell in this way. There are
times, indeed, when words may be mul
| tiplied to advantage in explaining to a

offence, and the reasons why he should
do difterently in the future; but such
words should always be spoken in
gentleness, and in selfcontrolled ear-
nestness. Scolding, rapidly spoken cen
sure and protest in the exhibit of strong
feeling, is never in order as a means of
training and directing a child.

Most parents, even the gentler and
kindlier parents, scold their children
more or less. Rarely can a child say,
“ My parents never scold me.” Many a
child is well trained in spite of his being
scolded. Many a parent is a good parent
votwitbstanding the fact that he scolds
his chiliren. But no child is ever
helped or benefitted by any scolding
that he receives; and no parent ever
helps or benelits a child by means of a
scolding. Scolding is not always ruinous,

If, indeed, scolding has any good
effect at all, that effect 1s on the scolder,
not on the scolded. Scolding is the out-
burst of strong feeling that struggles for
the mastery under the pressure of some
outside provocation. It never benefits

man sgfe from. gperance, from bad
companions, frol§- bad books, from dis-
honest condust, {fom bad habita? Is he l
safe in Jesus L‘hmt ? Is he safe in n,
home and among good influence ? |
he safe fopAhis wor! \l ? Is he safe for 1

eternity ? *‘unoll also what you |
are doin, m make Lim and keep him |
safe. ] |

VIIL/ Davio Mopkxixa |

Nive  Over  His
Drap, And the King was much
mov H iy frame could scarcely |
bear urden of this loss. And went

up to the chamber. To be alone in huv
sorrow. ‘The d!\t‘pﬂul sorrow “ treads
the wine-press alone.” And wept. “Tears
are the safety-valves of the heart.” O my
son, Absalom! There is not in the
whole of the Old Testament a passag
deeper pathos than this. Would (md I
had died for thee. So Moses (Ex. 32: 32)
and :0 8t. Paul (Rom. 9: 3) would have
sacrificed themselves, bad it been pos-
sible, to save others.

Tue Causes or Davio’s Gumr, (1)
The tenderness and depth of a father's
love for his beautiful but reckless soo ;
his oldest living son and natural heir.
(2) “There was also the hopelessness of
this dreadful separation between him
and his boy. - When the infant of Bath-
sheba died, he could say, ‘ I shall go to
him,’ but on this ocoasion there is no
such comforting assurance, (3) One of
the bitterest ingredients in this cup of
sorrow was the consciousness that his
own sin was partly the cause of Ab-
salom’s fate. It was part of the doom
uttered by the prophet, “The sword
shall never ddpart from thy house.”
Twice now had the sword slain his sons.
All his efforts to prevent it had been in
vain. Had David not failed in his ex
ample, and in his training, perhaps
Absalom would have been a different
yeung man. |

-

|
Scolding Is Never in Order.
Many s father who will not strike his
child feels free to scold him. And &
soolding mother is not always deemed
the severest and most unjust of mothers.
Yet, while it is sometimes right to strike
a child, it is at no time right to scold
one.. Scolding is, in fact, never in order,
in dealing with a child, or in any other
duty of life.
To “scold"” is to assail with noisy
speech. The wend itself seems to have
& primary meaning akin to that of bark-
ing or howling. From its earliest use it
has born a bad reputation. In common
law, “a common scold ” is a public buis-
ance, against which the cwvil authority
may be invoked by the disturbed neigh-
borhood. And it is true to-day as it was
when spoken by John Skelton, four cen
turies ago, that—

“A sclaunderous tunge, & tunge of a
skolde,

Worketh more mischiefe than can be
tolde.”

Scolding is always an expression of s
bad spirit and a loss of temper. This is
as truly the case when a lovely mother [
scolds her child for breaking his play- |
things willfully, or for soiling his third |
dress in one forenpon by playing in the
gutter which he was forbidden to ap
proach, as when one apple-woman yells
out’her abuse 8f another apple-woman in
& street corner quarrel. In either case
the easence of the acolding is in the mul-
tiplicution of hot words, in expression of
strong feelings that, while eminently na-
tural, ought to be held in better control.
The words themselves may be different
in the two cases, but the spirit and me-
thod are much alike in both. It is scold-
ing in the one as in the olhor, and scold-
ing is never in order.
If & child bas done wrong, a child
needs talking to; but no parentought to
talk to a child while that parent 1s un-
able to talk in a natural tone of voice,
and with carefully measured words, If
the parent is tempted to speak rapidly,
g to

| sigh, “style is a fine thing for & writer |

| it takes all the profit awsy."

the one against whom it is directed, nor
yet thoso who are its outside observers,
however it may give physical relief to
the one who indulgesin it. If, therefore,
scolding is an unavoidable necessity on
the part of any parent, let the parent at
once shut himself, or herself, up in a
room where the -;whhng can be in-
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But let it be remembered that, as an
element in child-training, scolding is
never, never in order.—S. 8. Times.
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Among the 1000 Islands.

(iansoque, Ont., is beautifully situated
in the very midst of the Thousand
Islands, but its citizens are equally as fsor
liable as those of other sections to
Catarrb. W. B. Fullerton, druggist,
says: A prominent citizen of our town
expresees great delight over the miracu-
lous healing properties of your Nasal
Balm. Ie has suffered for a long time
from a severe headache over the eyes,
and his head was so stopped up that he
was in great distre One application
gave instant relief, and in two days he
was entirely cured.
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orto multiply words without stopyp
weigh them, or to show an excited state
of feeling, the parent’s first duty is to
gain entire self-control. - Until that con-
trol is secured, there is no uw of the pa-

“ As one who has fully u-ml its wurlh,
I heartily recommend PUTTNER'S
EMULSION to all whe are suffering
from Aff of the THROAT and

rents trying t0 at of
child-training. The lou of self-control
is, for the time being, an- utter loss of
power for the control of others. This is
as true in one sphere as in another.

An admirable work on “ Dog-'l'runing"
says on this ye t to the d
trainer : “ You mun eep perfeotly cool
and must suffer no sign w of any

M would get there first.
Ahkimaas ran by the way of the plain.
mxn r but level route, 86 that he could

escape
anger or impatience; for if you cannot
control your temper, you are not the one

g faster than the Cushite, who | totmnldog.” “Do not allow yourself,” |

LUNGS, and I am oertain that for any
form of WASTING DISEASE nothing
superior can be obtained.”
Rosxsr R, J. Exmrnsox
Sackville, N. 8., August, 1888,
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