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THE WIEEN HAD
AARROW ESCAPE

ALARMING OUTBREAK OF
FIRE AT SANDRINGHAM

Floor of Her Majesty’s Bedroom Col-
lapsed Shortly After She Left
the Apartment.

Loudon, Dec. 10.,—A fire occurred at
Sandribgham, 2nd Queen Alexandra
and her secretary, Miss Knollys, had a
narrcw escape. >

It broke out at 5 o’clock this morning
in Miss Knolly’s pedroom in the chimney
flue, where a beam is supposed to have
been smouldering for some days, and
spread to the bedrcom of the Queen,
who was asleey at the time. She was
awakened by Miss Knollys, who maised

an alarm, but the fire obtained a good
hold of both rooms and considerable
damage was dope before it was extin-
guished. The < lreak caused a great
deal of exciten. . ge'at Sandringham,
where a number i ,ests are staying at
present, M

The reticence dustomary at Sandring-
ham tas observad in commection with
the fire. I'rom later information, how-
ever, it appears that Queem Alexandra
had a narrower escape than the first ac-
counts of the fire indicate. Miss Knol-
Iys was fortunately awakened by the
smoke in her bedroom, which is immedi-
ately below the chamber of Her Majesty.
Miss Kmollys rushed upstairs to the :
Queen, who was clad only in a dressing
gown, and escaped from the burning
room not a moment too soon, as the
floor of the Queen’s apartment collapsed
almost immediately, carrying with it
Her Majesty’'s bed. .

The alarm raised by Miss Knollys
soon_bronght the household fire brigade,
which begz'n the work of extinguishing
the fire. Sir Dighton MacNaghten Pro<
byn, keeper of the privy purse and ex-
tra equerry to th.:. Ming.
and- took - charge 2 the operatiois:
Quecen Alexandra, who displayed the
utmost composure, remained with Miss
Kuoollys near the scene, until ske was
assured that there was no further dan- |
ger of®the fire spreading.

An examination of the apartments
showed that more damage wus done hy
water than by fire. A large number of
the Queen’s knick-knacks and some of
her dharming furniture was spoiled, The
fire was confined to the two bedrooms.

It 1s not stated that the trouble omgin-
ated in imperfect electric light ~ wires,
which set fire to a beam between the
eeiling of Miss Knollys’s bedroom and !
the floor of Her Majesty’'s apartments.

King Edward was immediately noti- |
fied of the occurrence, amd later in the |
day a special messenger was sent to
Suffolk with reassuring news from
Queen Alexandra.

G. E. FOSTER RETURNS,

Says Canada Will Soon Supply England
With Wheat Now Sent From
United States.

New York, Dec, 11.—George E. Foster,
formerly finance minister of Canada, who .
has just retuined from England, where |
he has beén making speeches in favor of |
preferential tariff and assisting in the |
campaign of the former colonial seere-
tary, Joseph Chamberiain, declares that '
within five years the Dominion will be
able to supply England with the wheat ;
now sent from the United States.

“Last year,” he said, “we raised sixty |
million bushels of wheat, and more than
one hundred million bushels of grain. We
have now under cultivation 3,000,000
acres of wheat land, and still have one
hundred million acres just as good, which
will be grain producing land in' the near
future. No country in the world will
take the place of Canada as a food pro-
ducing country. This is due to the rich-
ness of her soil, and the climate.

“We Canadians think the TUnited !
States in all its relations with us has
been a very insistent nation. Your peo-
ple are the best in the world, but we do
not look upon your government as the
broadest minded in: the world.

“We import from the United States a
large number of agricultural produects,
but from us the United States imports
very little. In manufactures our tariff
runs about 28 per cenf, Wwhile that of
the United States is about 49 per cent.
The disparity seems too great. If you
wol't let us in on a fair tariff, we will
have to raise the tariff against you.

“We think our countryis just as good

3 a onsi < it-
oo e ?ﬁne does not consider Macpherson a su

| met fire to the

| W. G. Ross becomes the managing director.

EXECUTION AT NANAIMO,
Paid Penalty For Murder—Said
Good-Bye to Spectators When

on Scaffold.

Nanaimo, Dec. 11.—Kangu Maida, the
Japanese murderer, who last August kili-
ed two fellow countrymen with an axe,
suffered the extreme penalty of the law
this morning.

Yesterday,

Jap

for the first time since

taken intp custedy, Maida showed some |’
i littlesperturbation, probably owing to the

sounds of thée erection of the scaffold
reaching him, and the visits of Japanese
Vice-Consul Yoshie and Rev. Goro
Kaburagi.

He spent last evening from 7 Yo 11
writing out a_confession in which, while
acknowledging his guilt, which he said
was proved by the testimony of his dear-
est friend, Hagaski, he maintained that
he had no recollection of the actual tra-
gedy, but aftributed his downfall to
drink.

Maida slept well last night, ate his
usual breakfast this morning and sub-
mitted calmly to the pinioning. Aiccom-
panied by Mr. Yoshie, Rev. K. Kaburagi
and Rev. Mr. Sanford, Maida mounted
the scaffold with remarkable fortitude,
and as the cap was being adjusted, turn-
ed to the spectators assembled below,
and with a smile said, cheerily, “Good-
bye, gentlemen.”

The execution was carried out by Rad-
cliffe most expeditiously, and without a
hitch. Death was practically instan-
taneous. 'At the formal ‘inquest the
usual verdict was retum‘led by the jury.

ESTABLISHED POLICE POST.

Supt. Constantine Tells of His Journey
to the Mackenzie,

Ottawa, Dec. 11.—The government has
received from Supt, Constantine, of the
Northwest Mounted Police, a report of
the jowmey he made to Mackenzie river,
where he established a post for the pre-
servition of law and order, and the col-
lection of customs duties from American
whalers or local traders who bring sup-
plies. The journey from: Athabasca: to
Fort Macpherson, distance 1,854 miles,
was accomplished partly by canoe and
partly by steamer. The party left Atha-
basca on June 1st, and arrived at Mac-
pherson on July 14th. Supt. Constan-

ag olace for a post, a8 whalers have

28t Herschell tsland and zoné tor BafiieX
Idfland, three hundred miles east. Supt.

Constantine says that the only way that

the revenue can be protected in these

viters is by an armed revenue cutter

with a strong crew.

MURDERER GAINS LIBERTY.
Locked Guards in Cell and@ Made His
Escape—Burglars Set Fire to Store.
Montreal, Dec. 10.—Burglars broke into
the fish and game store of Henry Gate-
house last night, and, after wreeking the
cash register and finding only a few cents,
ilding. A big storm was
raging at the time and delayed the arrival
of the fire brigade, and before the blaze
had been extinguished considerable dam-

age had been done. Loss, $7,000.

Change of Officlals.

W. L. Wan¥lyn to-day resigned the vice-
presidency and general managership of the
street railway company to accept the vice-
presidency of the Dominion Coal Company
with a managerial posftion. ‘He was suc-
ceeded as vice-president of the street rafl-
way company by K. W. Brachwell, while

Duncan McDonald is manager and Patriek
Dube, secretary.
Bank Clearings.

Winnipeg, Dec. 10.—The Winnipeg bank
clearings for the week ending 10th Decem-
ber, 1903, were $6,919,676; same week last
year, $5,438,803; same week 1901, $4,820,38Y.

Daring Escape.

A Calgary dispatch says: Ernest Cashel,
the murderer of Rufus Belt, made a most
daring and successful attempt at escape
from the mounted police barracks to-night.
When his cell was searched shortly after
6 o’clock, Cashel pulled two revolvers on

the three guards, ordered them from the
corridor into his cell, just vacated, locked
the door, demanded the keys for his
shackles, which he unlocked, and then made
his escape from the building.” He has not
yvet been recaptured. John Cashel, brother
of the murdbrer, visited the barracks to-
day, and has been arrested on suspicion of
having furnished Ernest with the revolvers.
Cashel was to have been hanged on Tueg-
day next, and news was only received from
Ottawa to-day that a new trial had been
refused. He was 21 years old to-day.
To Test Welsh Coal.

Toronto, Dec. 10.—The executive of the

Canadian Manufacturers’ Assoclation to-

day considered the possibility of using
Welsh coal for manufacturing purposes.

! Welsh colliery owners intend sending out

samples of 200 pounds for the purpose of

as the United States. There was a feel—gnabling manufacturers to experiment. The

ing of disappointment among us con -
ing the Alaskam award, but that i7 ss- |
ing away. You ses the United, States’
stretches its carcass across ghr front |
door. We have got to step over you peo- |
ple when we want to get out to the sea,

that is if you will let us.” ¢

TO SURVEY STEAMER.

Nanaimo, Dec. 12.—Capt. Gibson, Lloyd's
surveyor, lg here, under instructions irom
San Francisco underwriters, to survey the
steamer Pennsylvania, which had her bunk-
ers on fire on Thursday, before allowing
her to proceed.

i first week of March for Toronto.
| meeting place is Montreal.

C.\P. R. will carry these free.
Mining Institute,

The  executive committee of the Canadian
M'uing Institute held a meeting here last
night and decided to fix the meeting place
of the annual gatbering to be held jn the
The usual

THREE YEARS FOR PUGILIST.

Vancouver, Dec. 12.—‘‘Terrible” Regan,

{ of ‘the province and bring along confu-

i evoke order out of tht jumble into which

the prize fighter, was to-day sentenced to
three years’' Imprisonment for holding up
H. Slater. 5

PROTESTS COMING
IN FROM COUNTRY

COMMERCIAL BODIES
_.RAISE OBJECTIONS

Government Seeking to Rush Obaoxions
Measures Through Before Business
People Can Be Heard.

The government is attempting every
possible move to get .their < measures
through the House as early as possible
in order to avoid the opportunity for
those directly affected being heard. It
is now plainly evident that the opposition
were correct when they described these
measures intended to increase the .re-
venue as a ndld up on the part of the
banks. An inexperienced and timid-gov-
ernment allowed itself to be stampeded,
and now in turn wish to stampede the
country. x

Business. men, however, look upon it
differently. The boards of trade have
taken the subject up, and are protesting
in & meost vigorcus way at the unfair-
ness of the proposed measure,

The council of the Victeria board of
trade have had it under consideration,
and by taking gpecific businesses into
consideration it has been zound that
taxes are increased in some instances as
muqh as ten times the original amount
paid.

But Victoria city is not alone in this.

A special from Kaslo says: “The
Kaslo board of trade has sent the fol-
lowing message to Hon. R. F. Green:
‘This board emphatically protests that
time for consideration of the proposed
Assessment Act be given in order that
the interest affected may be heard..’”

Grand Forks board of trade also has
entered a vigorous protést.against rush-
ing ‘the bill through without giving busi-
ness inters a chance to consider it,
and bas d.the amember to that
effect,

From Nelson to its representative has
been sent ‘the following message: “The
board of trade requests you to urge on
the government the necessity for afford-
ing business interests of the country
time for full consideration of the new
Assessment Act before passing the
same.”

Other cities have joined in the protest,
and it may safely be said that the gov-
ernment in taking the course it is at-
tempting, is going in the face of the
whole country,

On the amendment to the Land Aect,
which affects the timber industry, a
similar protest is coming. Members of
the government have had to give way
on a bill which those responsible for it
plainly had no practical kmowledge of

how it would work. The Chief Commis-
sioner announces that perhaps next year |
he will introduce a new bill, which hnsi
still further unsettled matters, and tim- !
ber men are talking already of geottingl
out of the commtry. >

Before the bill was allowed to be
brought up in the House yesterday some
stormy caucuses were held,” and onily
when an incompetent.and impracticable
government consented to give way on
some important points to the demands
made by their supporters in the House,
who understand the situation, was the
bill alowed to come up for second read-
ing yesterdax.

The government by its manifest weak-
ness and the helplessness which its_mem-
bers show in dealing with the bills which
have been introduced by them, is making
itself discredited in the eyes of the Con-
servative members in the House.

The Socfalist members, on the other
hand, are delighted with the *conditions. |
They are getting what they ask for, and |
are satisfied to allow the government, |
by its bungling, to throttle the industries

sion, in which the Socialists wil shine.

Business men on the Conservative side
are fearful of the conseguences. They
are not prepared t6 see the country
ruined, and are also not ready to see the
party to which they owe allegiance com-
plefely discredited in the country. In
the hope of saving the party prestige |
they are doing all in their . power to

the Premier and his ministry have
thrown them. The panty . supporters
they urge shou’d have heen consulted
before 2ny such radical measures wWere
introduced into the House.

THERE IS NO HITCH.
Negotiations Regarding Grand Trunk
Pacific Deposif Are About
Completed.

Ottawa, Dec. 11.—It is exp=ected that
the negotiations about the Grand Trunk
Pacific deposit will be finally closed to-
day or to-morrow at latest. It is more a
matter of arrangement as to the charge-
ter of the security, there being no other

hitch.

The condor keeps its young longer in the
nest than any other bird. Fully twelve
months elapse before the young condors
can fly.

{ Coal & Railway Company met yester-

| Dorsitt-Birchall,

SITUATION: CRITICAL.

Address in Reply to Japanese Emper-
or’'s dpeech Condetg-ns Cabinet.

Tokio, Dec. i0.—The' Emperor opened
the Diet this morning. With reference
to Russia he only said that his minis-
ters are now conducting, with prudence
and circumspection, important interna-
tional negotiations for the preservation
of peace in the Far East and of Japan’s
rights and interests. /

The brevity of the :allusion by- the
Emperor to the crisis in-the Far East
caused much disappointment. Soon after
tne speech from the throne was deliver-.
ed in the Upper House, the House of
Representatives met for the purpose of
considering a reply. The Teply was al-
most immediately formulated and was
rushed through the House with unusual
expedition. It was as follows:

“Your Majesty has been gracious en-
ough to personally opew the Diet and to
aeliver a cordial message, which the
House has received with great gratitude.
The Empire of Japan is now at . its
zenith. Its position is one unparalleled
in the last thousand years. The meome
bers of the House ¢f Representatives
profound.y regret that, at a juncture so
critical, involving the fatdof the nation,
the course pursued by the cabinet is ill1Z
adapted to the needs of the situation
ard imconsistent with the enhancement
of our national influence. The policy of
the ministry has been shown to be in-
compatible with the progress of the em-
pire and to be purely domestic and temn-
porizing. The diplomacy of the cabinet
is' g failure, and we! humbly appeal to
Your Majesty to review the situation.
Our solicitede fdr the progress of the
rmpire dictates this reply, which repre-
sents the aspirations and expectations cof
the ‘pation.”

It is understood that this reply was
adopted at the instance of the president
of the Lower House, and was a com-
plete surprise to the government and its
suppurters, who had not time to oppose
the adoption of the reply, which was ap-
proved amid a scene of great enthusi-
asm.

The memwbers of the government party
in the House héive vainly tried to pe--
suade the president to reconsider the
reply to the Emperor’s address. After
the adoption of the reply, an interpella-
tion was introduced in -the House. of
Representatives declaring that the delay
in the settlement of & negotiations with
Russia concerning the Far East was a
source of regret to the nation and an
element of danger to its peace, and de-
manding a statement of the progress of
the negotiations,

The situation is regarded as extremely
critical and is likely to involve the pro-
rogation, if not the dissolution, of par-
liament.

May Dissolve.

Liondon, Dec. 11.—The correspondent
of the Times at Tokio cahles as folows:
“It is practically certain tnat the House
of Representatives will' be .issolved to-
morrow.”

DEVONSHIRE'S ADVICE.

London, Deec.  11.—S8ir William Ver-
non Harcourt, speaking to his constitu-
ents at Tredegar to-night, drew a paral-
lel between a speech delivered “in Bir-
mingham in 1885 by Joseph Chamber-
lain and the present policy of the former
colonial secretary. “In 1885,” said Sir
William, “Mr. Chamberlain spoke as fol-
lows: ‘It is improbable that the working
classes ‘of this dountry will ever again
submit to the sufferings inflicted by the
corn laws.’ If this is the policy of the
Tories, we have only to recall the his-
tory of the time ' when

brought to the brink of revolution.’”

]
Sir Wililam said he would leave Mr. i
his
; W. Hutchison_regarding the shipping of

Chamberlain with his present and
“topical conscience,” and deal with that
gentleman’s immediate- policy.

He did not think it was worth while |

to take up time with Mr. Balfour’s plan. |

The government this time was nothing
that could really be called a government.
“It was,” said Sir William,. “only a
derelict wreck of fortuitous -.atoms,
which lost its best officers and ‘was being
washed about by‘waves, over which it
had no control.”

The Duke of Devonshire, late lord
president of the council, has now taken
up a decided attitude in ‘the fiscal con-
troversy. In a published letter, written
on the eve of several important bye-elec-
tions for seats in parliament, the Duke
counsels the Unionist electors t6 decline |
to support any Unionist candidate who
expressed sympathy with Mr. Chamber- |
lain’s policy.

7

DIRECTORS ELECTED.

Toronto, Dee. 11.—The shareholders of
the  Nicola, Kamloops & Similkameen

day when a permanent board of directors
were elected and the' organization of
the company ‘perfected. The projected
road i§ from a point on. the main line of
the Canadian Pacific at Spences Bridge
to Nicola, and thenece to the American
boundary, about 190 miles. At yester-
day’s meeting the following were ap-
pointed directors: E. A. Jukes, Toronto,
president: Geo A. Begy. St. Catharines,
vice-president; Welland D. Woodruff,
St. Catharines: W. A. Sherlock, Canton,
Ohio: C. H. Keefer, C. B., Ottawa: W.
Montreai: Geo. Daw-

-protection
starved the  poor and the country was |
| ernment are not.

POLICE REMOVED.

Those Formerly at Weiis, on the Dalton
Trail, Are Now at Pleasant
Camp.

" Seattle, Dec. 11.—A dispatch to the

Post-Intelligencer from Dawson says:
“Major Wood, who has returned to
Dawson, announcds the first change of
Canadian outposts in conformity with
the findings of the international commis-
sien, which arbitrated the boundary be-
tween Canada and the United States.
“Major Wood, who is the commander

the police post at Wells on. the Dalton
trail 1o the Pleas Ot camp. It is possi-
ble that the latter may be changed also,
but this will depend upon the interna-
tional survey which® will be made next
spring.”

MANITOBA’S CROPS.
Over Eight-T'wo Million Bushels of Grain
Produced During the Year.

Winnipeg, Dec. 12.—During the year
1903, Manitoba produced a total crop of
all grains of 82,576,519 bushels. Such
is the official estimate just issued by the
provincial department of agriculture.
This season’s crop shows a falling off in
the total production of 17,455,824. bush-
els, by far the larger pogtion of which
is made up by wheat and flax. The total
of each cereal is as fellows: “Wheat,
40,116,878 bushels; barley, 8,707,252;
rye, 49,900; ocats, 33,085,774; flax, 564,-
440; peas, 34,154; total, 82,576,519.

COMMENDS WORK.

The Pope Satisfied With Progress of
Restoring St. John’s Church.
Rome; Dec. 12.—The Pope has ex-
press»d his satisfaction to Cardinal
Satoli at the work now in progress of
restoring the basilica of St. John La-
| terna, and especially the roof, which
threatened to fall in. The late Pope Leo
! XIII. had already given a sum of money
| for the church’s restoration, but it being
| insufficient he interested the Franciscans
' in the matter, and they inade a quest
throughout. the world.” Pope Leo re-
quested the Franciscans to engage in this
work because of the legend, painted by
Giotto, according to which St. Francis,
in one of his visions, saw the Laterna
church falling. and the saint, by order of
Christ, hastening to uphold the walls.

TO OPEN COAL MINES,

Company Being Formed ‘m‘ Develop
Deposits in Crow’s Nest
District.

Montreal, ‘Dec. 11.—Montreal capital-
ists are onganizing the Imperial Coal &
Ooke Company, with a capital of $4,500,-
000, to operate deposits in the Crow’s
Nest district of British Columbia, situ-
ated dlose to those now being worked by
the 'Canadian Pacific Railway Company
on Fording river. A large number of
coking ovens will be erected.

WILL SCPPORT EMPEROR.

Japs Will Stand by the Mikado’s Declsion
Whether for Peace or War.
Ottawa, Dec. 12.—S8. Tamura, of Sun Ban,
Japan, is here seeing the minister of agri-
culture. He says that Japan has been ex-
pecting trouble from Russia for some time
and has been preparing for it all along. The
people of Japan are very enthusiastic con-
cerning the future of the nation, and will
stand "by the decision of the Emperor
whether it be for war or peace,. The Jap-

larger powers and they fTeel that they are
“th a positien to look after them. already.
The" people of Japaun iare’thoroughly pre-
pared to go to war, while*the Rifesfan -gov-

The purposes of 8. Tamura’'s visit to Ot-
tawa is to confer with Hon..S. Fisher and

wheat, as he says some measure must be
taken to prevent Canadians shipping soft
wheat flour as some of them are proposing
to do.

Reply Received.

Tokio, Dec. 12.—Russia's reply has been
recelved. The Russian minister informed
President Katsura that Russia entertains
Japan’s proposals, probably with modifica-
tions.

The general election has been fixed for
March 1st. 7
Sufferings 6f Soldiers.

St. Petersburg, Deca 12.—According to the
Novokrai ,of Port ?Arthur, the Russian
troops in the Far East are suffering great-
ly from extreme cold. Although ten de-
grees of frost were registered at Ta Lien
Wan, the soldlers are still in tents and
the hospital facilities are inadequate.

THE' FLORA
Sail This Afternoon for Esquimalt
Where She Enters Dry Dock.

will

Nanaimo, Dec. 12.—H. M. S. Flora leaves
Union Bay this afternoon for Esquimalt,
having taken on all guns and stores. The
men and officers have gone back to their
quarters. She will "be convoyed to Esqui-
malt by the Grafton and a torpedo boat.

The dry dock at Esquimalt will be vacat-
ed. for the Flora to-day, -the Moana being
floated for the purpose. The blocks will
be elevated a foot, and possibly by Monday
the cruiser will be in shape for a survey of
injurles, Untll the vessel Is Im dock it is

son, St. Catharines; W. 8. McNamara,
£t. Catharines, secretary and treasurer;
H. H. Collier, St. Catharines, solicitor,
and Geo. H. Cowan, Vancoiiver, solici-
tor for the company in British Columbia.

impossible to give any definite Information
| as to the extent of these. They will, how-
{ ever, take several months to make good,
and will cost possibly tour er five times as

much as those on the Moana.

-l

of the Northwest Mounted Police, moved

anese people feel rather inclined to fght

GOVERNMENT CONNIVES

AT EVADING

THE LAW

Revelation of Manner in Which the So-Called

Japanese “*Exclusion”” Act is Nullified
in Administration.

The efficiency of the so-called Natal
Act, which was designed to protect this
province against the incursions of hordes
of-ignorant Japs, has been seriously call-
ed in question by an examination of the
manner in which the act works out in
praetice, and the good faith of the gov-

ernment has been directly challenged by
Messrs. MeNiven and Oliver in the
House in connection therewith. As
told in another column, g select com-
mijttee of the legislature has been ap-
pointed with power to summon witnesses
and examine them under oath for the
purpose of ascertaining the methods
which have been pursued in enforcing
the statute.

Mr. Oliver personally investigated the
methods employed by visiting the ocean
wharves and observing the procedure
adopted by the officers charged with the
enforcement of the act. His charges are
practically to .the effect that these offi-
cials instead of carrying out the spirit
of the law which aims at the exclusion
of Japanese, connive at their admission
to this province and facilitate their en-
trance thereto. He stated in the House
that he heard an officer instruct a Jap
ticketed for Viectoria, but unable to pass
the educational test, how to evade the
law by representing his ultimate destin-
ation as Seattle. The simple signing
of a declaration to that effect and the
payment of a fee of $2 to the notary
public in attendance, enabled this man to
land unmolested at a British Columbia
port.

It will be remembered that the act un-
der consideration has been passed by
several British Columbia governments,
usually meeting a' summary fate throaugh
disallowance by the Oftawa authorities,
who held that it was diseriminatory in
its effect against .an ally of the British
Empire. However it has been-repeated-
Iy made law in this province, and' in the
intervals between disallowance, and
while in active operation, is popularty sup-
posed to afford an efficient barrier
against undesirable immigrants from the
land of the Crysanthemum.

The present being one of the “opera-
tive” intervals in question, it is gemeral-
ly believed that while Japanese immigra-
tion is not prohibited, those who do se-
cure an entrance to British territory are
at least able fo read to a limited extent
a Buropean language, and that those
who are not are barred from entry. This
is not the case. S

When a trans-Pacific liner docks at
Victoria with her steerage quarters full
of Orientals, the immigration officers
pass on board and proceed to enforee the
provisions of the law. In the case of
intelligent Japanese ticketed for British
Columbia, compliance with the terms set
out in fhie schiéduleg of thé act entitles
them to walk ashore, But there are as
well on the same ship, perhaps, two or
three score of JFaps, to whom this test
is.not applied, but who pess down the
gang plank after observing the trifiing

*pose he is prosecuted, the

ge',

formality (to an Orviental) of subseribing
to an oath, and paying a notary public
the sum of $2. The said notary is there
at the ship’s side ready to accommodate
the *“Aryan brown,” so there is liitle
trouble attendisg the formality.

How does this man obtain his liberty
on British s0il? By merely stating that
he is bound to the United States, or some
other foreign country, and that he does
not intend to remain in British Colum-
bia. He is thercupon released, and al-
lowed am indefinite time in which to
earry out the benevolent purposes which
he professes,

If he really wishes to continue his
journey to the other side of the line he
next interviews the United States con-
sul at Victoria. Here he is confronted
with two conditions, with both of which
he must comply before he secures an
entrance to the land of the ser ing
eagle, He must give ocular demonstra-
tion that he possesses $50, and hrace
does not come under the classification of
pauper, and he must pass a medical ex-
amination to demonstrate his physical
soundness.

If he fails in either or in bo‘h, what
does he do? What alone can he do? He
may remain just where he is, and the
suspicion is that he does. Identification
of a Mongolian is practically impossible,
and he is therefore immune from pur-
suit by the officers of the law. Evea if
they detect him, he may profess delay
in his business, etc., as when he landed
he merely swore that his ultimate destin-
ation was the United States. Bven sup-
steamship
company cannot -be c¢ompelled to return
hitm, -and if he has to be ‘deported it will
be at the govermment’s expense,

This loophole in the law practically
nullifies the Natal Act in so far as ex-
cluding undesirable emigrants is con-
cerned. TUnder this prov
ant, destitute, and diseased Japa:
may gain entrance to British Columbia
without let or hindrance, provided he is
Able to pay $2. A recent ship brought
"20 such passengers, and another 44,
They walked ashore here, and frem them
the government received nct one cent.,
the netary alone profiting, as he pocket-
ed the fees off of each oune.

Mr. Oliver charges that not only do
the officials connive at this breach of the
law, but that the government is equally
guilty in the matter, as the form
which the notary uses while stating on
its face that it is employed under the
provision of the British Columbia Immi-
gration Act is absolutely unwarranted
by uny section of that statute. he fur-
ther alleges thiat the appointment of a
J. P. te facilitate this evasion of the
law was hurried through by the issue of
a special Gazette.

The select committee . has crzanized
with® W. J. Bowser, president, and Geo.
Frazer, secretary. It will mnot for
the investigation into the charges until
after the recess.
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LORD ABINER DEAD.

Succumbed to Injuries Sustained in Fall
Down Stairs.

! vite him to address the club.

Deposit Question,

Mr. Wainwright and Vice-President
Morse, of the G. T. R., had an interview

Paris, Dec. 12.—Lord Abiner died in a'] with Sir Wilfrid Laurier to-day. The de-

hospital here to-day as the result of in-
juries sustained in falling down the
stairs of a restaurant. He was born in
1871. His mother is a daughter of the
late Commander Magruder, of the Unit-
ed States.

’

THE CANADIAN MILITIA.

Canada in Future May Appoint the Com-
manding Officer—Grand Trunk
Pacific Deposit.

Ottawa;” Dec. 12.—Sir Frederick Borden
cables Sir Wilfrid Laurier that his mis-
sion to England in connection with the
militia has been successful. This means
that Canada can appoint in future the
commanding officer of the militia should it
desire to do so. The bill has also other

features of interest to the militia,

Lodge’s Denial.

Some time ago a statement appeared in
certain newspapers that Senator Lodge
had urged the purchase of the islands of
St. Pierre and Miguelon for the United
States. A letter received to-day from
Senator Lodge denies that he ever made
any such statement, or any statement at
all about the islands.

Was Not Recalled.

John Chariton, M. P., is here. He gives
an emphatic denfal 'to the story that Sir
Wilfrid Laurler had called him back from
Boston.” He 'had no commupication one
way or another with the Premier,

Invited” to Toronto. \
President Parker, of the Canadian Club,

! Toronto, is here to see the Premier to in-

posit question will come up at a cabinet
meeting this afternoon.

BOUNDARY OUTPUT.

Phoenix, Dec. 12.—The shipraents of ore
from thé Boundary mines run over s.xteen
thousand tons for the current we
of the mines sending out a trifle less than
usual, with the exception of the Granby
group, which are maintaining their output
in good shape.

The several mines shipped the following
amounts of ore: Granby mines, to Granby
smelter, 11,018 tons; Snowshoe mine, to
Boundary Falls smelter, 1,500 tons; Mather
Lode mine, to Greenwood smelter, 2,688
tons; Sunset, to Boundary Falls smelter,
900 tons; Emma, to Greenwood and Nelson
smelters, 297 tons; Oro Denoro, to Bound-
ary Falls -smelter, 528 tons; Senator, to
Granby smelter, 33 tons; Athelstan Jack
Pot, to Boundary Falls smelter, 210 tons.
Total for the week, 16,064 tons; total for
the year to date, 633,864 tons.

This week the Granby smelter made a
record run, reducing 12,443 tons of ore,
making a total of 335,885 tons this year.

THE GOVERNOR'S WIFE A PRISON-
ER.—Mrs. Z. A. Van Luven is the wife of
the governor ‘of the county jail, Napanee,
Ont.,, and was a great sufferer from rheu-
matism. When the best doctors in the
community and “specialists” failed to help
her, she buried her scepticism of pro-
/ prietary remedies and purchased South Am-
erican Rheumatic Cure. 4 bottles cured
her. Sold by Jackson & Co. and Hall &
Co.—42.




