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Charges Against the Protestant
Orphans’ Home Staff

Thrown Out by a Meeting of
the Board After Full
Investigation.

The Trouble Raised by an Incompetent
Employe Who Was Dismissed—Let-
ters She Wrote and What She Said
~The Board Have Full Confldence
in the Staff—-The Charges Cleared
Up.

“Much ado about nothing” and “A
temptest in a teapot,” is what the
full board of trustees, and, in fact,
nearly all connected with and inter-
ested in the Protestant Orphans’ Home
are inclined to term the allegations
made against the mairon and staff of
that institution. Some seemingly seri-
ous charges were made against Miss
Auld, the matron, Miss McLeod, the
scamstress, and Miss Beatty, the
wurse, by Miss Flossie Fotheringham,
of Brucefield, Ont.

The charges made were that Miss
Auld is false, deceitful and designing.
That Miss McLeod was the possessor
of an ungovernable and vicious tem-
per and devoid of those qualities which
render a person capable of dealing
with children in a proper manner. It
was also charged that Miss McLeod,
on more than one occasion, had struck
a child named Harry Farr, and an-
other named Oscar Crawford over t_he
face with the butt-end of a horsewh}p.
Miss Auld was also charged with in-
flicting cruelty upon five little boys, by

wages, the president wanted to know
the nature of the wrongs complained
of, but Miss Fotheringham refused’ to
say. ‘As a result of this, Mis® Fother-
ingham was requested to attend the
regular monthly meeting, held on Nowv.
7 (which has been alluded to by an-
other paper as a secret meeting), at
which Miss Fotheringham made her
statement in the presence of Miss Mc-
Leod and Miss Beattie—two of those
whom she accused. Both ladies de-
nied the charges emphatically. A com-
mittee consisting of Mrs. Gregsten,Mrs.
Fowler, Mre. A. Thompson and #Mrs. S.
Glass, were appointed, and as three
gentlemen of the advisory board —
Mesegre. T. McCormieck, A. Thomson,
and J. H. Flock, Q.C.—were present,
they were asked to join with the la-
dies in investigating the matter. Miss
Auld wa@ not present, and fit was de-
cided to go to the home on the follow-
ing Wednesday, Nov. 9, to ¥nvestigate
the trouble, Miss Fotheringham to go
with the commmittee to the home at
10:30. Miss Fotheringham refused this
invitation, and sent the following let-
ter by messenger to Mrs. Morphy:
‘“Nov. 8, 1898.
“Mrs. Morphy: Dear Madam,—
Your letter received and contents not-
ed. In reply, would say yesterday I
gave the opportunity to any and every
person present to ask of me what they
desired concerning the subjeet in
hand, as I wished to be done. -1 stat-
ed, and would again repeat that I said
all I care to say to your board, and
hope never to have to repeat it, and
that I will not retract one word of
what I have said. However, I am
willing to talk with any or all of the
gentlemen, who were present, or, with
any other person who can control

| themselves or keep within the bounds
i of

common civility. - But with the
boisterous, unruly crowd with which
I had to deal yesterday, I positively

compelling them to
little backs under the nozzle of a 091d-
water tap, after rising each morning.
Bome light was shown on the absurd-
ity of these allegations yesterday.
BOARD CONSIDERS THE CHARGES
Yesterday afterncon Mrs. A. Morphy,
the president of the Protestant Or-
phans’

the report of the visiting committee.
Those present at the meeting were:
Mrs. A. Morphy, Mrs. Gregsten, Mrs.
Edwards, Mrs. Webster, Mrs. J. Jef-
frey, Mrs. ‘A. Thomson,

Callum, Mrs. S. Glass,

Edge, Mrs.. D. B. Dewar,
Parker, Mrs. G. Robinson, Mrs.
A. Fitzgerald, Mrs. A. Scandrett, Mrs.

Mrs. W.

C. Sayer, Mrs. J. R. Shuttleworth, Miss

McWhinney, ev. Robt. Johnston,

Rev. A. G. Stuart, Rev. Ira Smith, Dr.
Niven, Dr. Stevenson, Andrew Thomp-

gon, John Wright, J. H. Flock, Q.C.,
Wm. Bowman, T. R. Parker, R. Shaw-
Wood and V. Cronyn.

THE PRESIDENTS EXPLANATION

After preliminary business Mrs. Mor-
phy, the president, expressed her plea-

sure at the hearty response to her call

sor a fuil attendance, and hoped the re-

sult of the meeting would be such as to
wipe off any stain on the fair name of

She reviewed the whole dif-
that

the home.
ficulty, stating

philanthropic, sought a situation at the
home, and entered on her duties as
housgemaid on Oct. 3. Mra. Morphy said
the labor® were such that Miss Foth-

sringham could not perform them, ..be-
The scrubbing

ing physically unable.
was ‘too much for her, and in this task
Mise Auld had given all the help she
zould, but even that was not sufficient,
as Miss TFotheringham was still un-
squal to the task. Mre. Morphy said
Miss Fotheringham had complained to
her about the work on the stairs being
too ardu s for her, on account of her
failing health, but thought she would
continue for the month. Three days
later Mrs. Morphy called Miss Auld up
by telephone, and asked how things
were. In reply to inquiry about Misa
Fotheringham, the matron said Miss
¥otheringham was no better able teo
perform the necessary duties required
of her,
was getting behind, and that Miss Mc-
Leod was doing Miss
work to the detriment of her own. Miss
Fotheringham was called to the ’phone
and was told that she had better leave
as her health was failing. The young
woman said she had only lbeen there

two weeks, and was told by Mrs. Mor- |

phy that she mi:
a@he did. Mr=s.
Fotheringham, after leaving the home,
made the charges mentioned against

go that day, which

the staff, to Mr. Sanders, secretary of |

the Children’s Aid Society, and Sheriff
Cameron, and the complaints came to
Mrs. Morphy’s earr. When Miss Foth-
eringham went to Mrs. Morphy for her

A man may talk of disdainingl

physical strength and prowess until
Doomsday, but the fact
remains that he cannot
look at a picture of an
old-time knight, magnifi-
cent in his physical pro-
portions, dauntless in
his physical courage,
and armed, ready
. 2 and eager for a contest
i3\ to the death with any
’\ comer, without a thrili
of admiration.
Mental superior-
ity is desirable
and admirable,
but is the “‘game
(M worth the can-
At dle,” when it is
won at the ex-
pense of phys-
1ical health and
strength ?
\ The unhealthy
Vinan may gain the
even the admiration of men and
1t it is a question whether such a
horoughly gains their respect.
ose arteries bound with the
of health carries with him a
pusity that command re-
he be slightly inferior
nervous man. While
1d will, add an inch
re iclone famous
and arte-
lood of
olden
ood-
od
ud

stand with their

Home board called a meeting
to consider these charges and receive |

Mrs, C. Mc-
T. |
Mrs. T. R.!
F.

Mims Fothering-
ham, inspired by an innate desire to be |

with the result that the work !

Fotheringham’s |

Morphy alleges ‘that Miss |

refuse to meet. I will not be present
at your meeting tomorrow. Yours
respectfully,

“F. F. FOTHERINGHAM.”

The second meeting was called for
Thursday afternoon, at the art rooms,
where the committee met Miss Auld
i and Miss Fotheringham. When the
latter was asked to repeat the allega-
tion, she said that “she had
all she was going to.” Mr. Flock pre-
vailed on her to let Dr. Niven hear
{ her story, and repeated a portion of it,
while Miss Auld looked on with blank
astonishment. Miss Fotheringham
| then recited certain little incidents that
to her seemed wrong, and the matron
informed Miss Fotheringham that
| after years of experience she did what,
in her iudgment, was the best in all
cases, and as Miss Fotheringham was
inexperienced she was not in a posi-
tion to give instruction.

COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

The investigating committee, after
considering the charges, prepared the
following report, which was submitted
to the board yesterday, as follows:
To the Trustees of the Protestant

Orphans’ Home of London:

At the last meeting of your bua;rd.
Miss Fotheringham (who had been for
some time employed as housemaid at
the home) appeared and made some
statements reflecting on the manage-
ment of the home, the treatment of
the children, and other matters; some
of the statements being contradicted
at that time by employes of the home

pointed a committee of three trustees

ferred to, and the committee beg leave
to report as follows:
That notice was sent to Miss Foth»

ed to meet them unless there were
some of the gentlemen present.

The committee accordingly invited
some of the advisory board to be pres-
ent at a meeting, and they attended.
Miss Fotheringham was present, as
was also Miss Auld (matron of the
home). Miss Fotheringham was
quested to repeat the

of trustees, but she declined doing so,
| stating that she had made her state-
ment before and had said she would
not have any more to say on the sub-
ject, as she considered she had done
| what was her duty. Some of the mem-
| pers present, not having been at the
| former meeting. The statements which
| Miss Fotheringham had made were re-
peated for their benefit, in her pres-
ence, and after hearing further from
| Miss Fotheringham, and also from the
matron, the committee concluded that,
while they think Miss Fotheringham is
| conscientious, and believes in her opin-
| ion the treatment of some of the
children at some time was harsh, yet
from our intimate knowledge of the
conduct of the home, by freguent visi-
tations on our part during past years,
{ and there being in the institution a
large number of children (many of
whom had not had proper training at
home), and from our knowledge and
observation of the treatment accorded
by ikhe matron and assistants, and
after consulting the physician of the
home, we are of opinion that the re-
flections on the management, and as
to harsh treatment of the children
were, under all circumstances, uncall-
ed for.

All of which is respectfully submit-
ted.

Loondon, Nov. 21, A.D., 1898.

This report was unanimously receiv-
ed and adopted.

NO FAULT FOUND WITH THE
STAFF.

Mrs. Morphy asked if any of those
present had any charge or complaint
to make against Miss Auld, Miss Mc-
Leod or Miss Beattie, and by a unani-
mous standing vote they expressed sat-
isfaction and confidence in the staff.

THE ISSUE DISCUSSED.

Rev. Robert Johnston lamented that
the matter had been carried to the
public press before the board had had
an opportunity to deal with it. He
was not sure that the public would be
satisfied with the report of the com-
mittee, and suggested an Investigation
by disinterested parties. The institu-
tion was dependent upon public sym-
pathy, and must go down if anything
cccurred by which that sympathy was
to be lost. Personally he was satisfied
to accept the report of the committee.
He believed that Miss Fotheringham
was sincere in her motives, but she
niay have been in error in concluding
that the vigorous discipline which was
necessary was to her cruel and severe.
Je pointed out that in this home were

‘corrigibles who had been placed
>re because they could not be dealt
at home, and strict discipline was
ESary. The one great objection to
miitee of disinterested parties

ke’ t placed the board in a pcsi-

ing too much faith in news-

Miss Fotheringham
Nim about the matter,

j her to say nothing

~3

reed with Mr.
at should the
estigate and

said |

who were present, and your board ap- |

to make inquiries into the matter re- |

eringham to meet the committee; but, |
by letter, to the president, she declin- |

re- |
statements |
which she had made at the meeting |
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much stronger and better position.

Rev. Ira Smith concurred in
view.

Dr. Stevenson said the newspaper
story was not worth wasting breath or
time over.
at the home at one time who had been
under cold water treatment. There
were, he said, two boys in the home
whom it was necessary to have sleep
in special beds on the floor, and each
morning they had a coid bath on the
back. It was presumption for Miss
Fotheringham or a newspaper report-
er to say what was the best treatment.
One of the boys had improved wonder-
{ fully under this treatment, which was
| in use in any and all well-known hos-
| pitals.

ANOTHER LIE NAILED.

Dr, Niven said that the newspaper

| statement that Harry Farrar bore a

! mark on his face of having been hit

! with a whip was untrue. The truth

was that the boy had recetved an injury

| to his face some time ago wihile fight-

i ing with another boy over a pell. There
lalways would be a red mark there.

this

i

NECESSARY.

committee should suffice.

not take iime to consider.

putation.

report was most flattering.
vey, the lady superintendent
| Children’s Aid Society,
{ found things as they
| the home.
be taken.

the benefit of the board.

LETTER.

dents.

ount to shucks.”

wae dense,

! man squabble—a dirty muddle,

no reward. Would

you, as a man on your honor, to right

higher.
fess 'to have or not—Mr.

does. Believe me,” she concludes, ‘it is

take this step. I act from purely un-
selfish motives, Not that there is any-
thing good in myself; it is not I, but
Chriist that worketh in me. Think of

of those who ecannot epeak for them-
selvea.”

Further, Mr. Flock pointed eut that
there were two lady visitors appointed
for every week to see that everything
;ve.aa carried on at the home as it should

FIELD TOO SMALL.

Mr, Thomson lJamented the
that Miss Fotheringham’s inspired zeal
was o0 great that gshe found Brucefield
too small for her labors. Miss Foth-
eringham had denied having
anything to the paper, but Mr. Thom-
son said if she didn’t she only made a
mouthpiece of somebody else ¢£or the
purpose,

FEEL SORE,

Mr.Cronyn said it seemed to him very
much like a case of sore-head. Were he
not connected with the home in any
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Will Always Recommend

DR. A. W. CHASE'S GINTMENT

For Piles and All Itching Skin Diseases

An honest druggist cannot help but
indorse Dr. A. W. Chase’s Ointment,
as the surest remedy for piles. It is
the only preparation offered for sale
today which is an absolute cure for
this torturing disease,

This statement may sound rather
strong to persons who are not acquaint-
ed with the merits of Dr. Chase’s
Ointment, but it is perfectly true and
is heartily indorsed by the grateful
testimony of thousands who thave been
cured by Dr. A. W. Chase’s Oint-
ment, after trying in vain many pre-
parations and the best doctors.

Some remedies may afford tempor-
ary relief, they give false hope, but
they never quite cure. Sometimes an
operation by a surgeon will cure a
case of piles, but that is the old way,
the cruel and dangercus way.

Dr. A. W. Chase’s Ointment, where
carefully applied, has never been
known to fail to cure piles, it matters
not whether blind, itching, bleeding or
protruding piles. Dr. A. W. Chase’s
Ointment is a quick and certain cure.
By force of merit Dr. A. ‘W. Chase’s
Ointment has won its way. until it
stands today without a rival.

For Sale by All Dealers, or EDMAN

be in a

There never was five boys

THE LONDON ADVERTISER,

ALt A A LA

$95 TO $400 EACH YEAR

Oan be saved by each family in Canada by trading ONLY where

——mmmm. ARE GIVEN.

- November Customers

TWO INVESTIGATIONS ARE NOT

Mr. Flock thought the report of the
He spoke of

rumors to which people lis-
4 believed, because they would
This home
had for 24 years enjoyed a splendid re-
It was open to public and
| government inspection at @ll times.
Only a few months ago the government
Mrs. Har-
of the
nhad always
should be, and
| her reporis were always creditable to !
If another investigation was
to be made it should be a government
one, when evidence on both sides should
Mr. Flock said he had re-
ceived a letter from Miss Fotheriug-
ham, dated Nov. 10, which he read for

MISS FOTHERINGHAM TATEST

The writer said she would make one
more and last appeal to Mr. Flock, re-
gardless of society or board. ‘“The com-
plaint,” it went on, “against Miss Mc-
Leod was that she wase unable to con-
trol herself, and had a most wvicious
temper, and consequently was no fit
person to deal with children, especially |
where those children are particularly |
trying and aggravating, and eelf-con- |
trol so great an essential. Of Miss Auld, |
I said she was false, deceptive and de-
| ®igning. The truth of these statements |
I tried to point out by relating inci-
In the two meetings that we |
have had, have these two women them=
eelves not proven the truth of my state-
ments? And yet the conclusion arrived
at was that the whole thing didn’t am-
She then goes on to
ask if the person to wihom ®he wrote
or if it were true that he |
didn’t want to see, but brush the whole
matter peremptorily from him, feeling
| that it was a ‘‘nasty business—a wo-
which
would entail a great deal of work and |
it be treated as |
euch if there were a couple of thou-
eand dollars in it, instead of the comi- |
fort and spiritual welfare of the moth-
erless and cast-off waifs. 1 appeal to

wrongs, and come to the rescue of the
innocent and oppressed. I appeal to you
to act from this motive if you have no
I don’t know whether you pro-
MeCormick

the love of God shed abroad in my ;
heart causing me to reach out in love !
to all his creatures that causes me to |

me as you will, but come to the rescue

fact }
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ham had come here with a theory and
to teach ®omething ehe didn’t under-
stand, and after k2ing dismissed felt

a little sore.

Mrs. Morphy pointed out that Miss
Auld had been at the home six years,
had spent two years at the Aged Peo-
ple’'s Home, and nothing had ever Heen

FOR
eaid against her. Miss McLeod h'ad} A
been at the home three years, and Miss W l—iO l E
Beattie for two. All had ever beer
found faithful. Miss Auld had las
year been offered a government pq si-

THE
FAMILY

tion, and the following recommendart jop

from Sheriff Cameron, which was g |yven

at that time to Miss Auld, was rev_q, ag
follows: 1
“London, Nov, 4, 1897.—I have. much
pleasure in making it known that I
have been acquainted with M'jsg Auld,
superintendent of tke Proterstant Or-
phans’ Home, for the past iree years,
and during the last year tand a half,
especially, I have been, as 'the president
of the Children’s Aid $Society, brought
into intimate contact with her work,
methods and discipline, @ad have been
impressed withr her capacity for sys-

nies the good that comes t.

*the pour .

There’s not a singie member of the family that de-

from ea ting Tillson’s Pan Dri::d Rolled Oa¥s.
big boys and girls, and father and mother esn digest them
easily, b ecause Pan Drying bursts the starch cells of the
Oat. (rocers sell Tillson’s Pan Dried Rolled Oats by

brain and i\erve and muscle
Little tots,

tematizing the motion ot such an insti-

L]
tution as the home Is, and with her ad-

ministrative qualities sevejrally. If

Miss Auld has any intenticn of leav-
ing the services of the trusstees of the

C——

—ra

home, they will have lost an employe
whose place it will be difficult, in my
opinion, to fill. (Signed)

“D. M. CAMERON.”
Mrs. Gregsten expressed the opinion
that when the institution was open for
public inspection evexry day, there was
not much room to worry about the !
matter.
Mr. Bowman said that to have an-

John Harris, of 1Vancouver, B.
according to his o¢w 'n statement,
sold five claims

C.,
has
of : Hanker Creek for
'$50,000 cash. Hrarria was one of the
i first to leave 'vanoouver during the
Klondike exci?zment during last year.

The gredt ¥ ang heailer is found in
that excellen’ ; medicizi: ©0ld ae Bickle's
. : 3 Anti-Consur ptive Sy'map. Ii sovothes
other investigation would only show a | and dimini ghes the s2nsibility or the
Pack of confidence in the board, which | membraner ; of the throat and air pas-
was quite capable of managing its own | Sages, an/ | js a sovereign remedy for
affairs.  Another commitiee would only | 2ll' cougb’ g, colds, hosnieness, pain or
submit a similar report to the one | réness of the chest, bronchitis, etc.
adopted, and he moved that the whole | P& far " advanced in consumption.
matter drop. Dr. Niven seconded, and | ¢ @' the mountains i the world
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