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The life of Lord Strathcona should be of
special ioterest to Canadians because it is inti-

mately bound up with a most eventful period of
Canadian history, fieginning at a time when the
rebellion of '37 had been overcome it had to do
with the experiment of government in the union
of Upper and Lower Canada, the consummation
of Confederation, the acquisition and opening
up of the North-west, the troubles with the half-
breeda under Riel, the solution of transportation
problems and the adaptation of the Domin-
ion to the Imperial concept. Lord Salisbury said
that to know the Nile is to know Egypt. In a
sense to know the life of Lord Strathcona is to'

know Canada.

It is only fair to say that in attempting this

task I had no idea of producing a biography, in
the technical sense of that term, that is an exact
and detailed account of the life of its subject.
I have not attempted anything in the way of
original research and have been at no great pains
to verify every statement made. I have simply
made use of material avnilable to all and have
tried to set forth in a p»>pular style the well-

known facts of this great Cunadian's life. I have
made free use of, and am indebted to, the works

d


