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Bame bnv whi.h Perez discovered fi.ur years be-
fore, and III wind, lie nasocd hoiiic time, like Ciip-
lain Cook, trading; willi the iialives. 'I'lio muIjsc-
queni explorations of the latter were made farther

r?n
'"I'cve he did not see the coaHl south of

550—with a view to the disrovtry of a pasMiite
between the Pacifi,; and Atlantic oceans, and tliey
have no beannn; on t|,c (luesiion und.-r dincussion.
The expKuation.s of Captain Cook fjave no title

whatever to Great Uriuiiii 0,1 ti.e .s^oi,; of dis.:overy
—the only place where he landed havini; been pre-
viously visited by Frrez. H.sidi s, if slie had
gained a contin-eiit right of possession by virtue
of his explorations, she did not proceed to perfect
her title by a formal occupancy. The neglect of
Great BriUtin to take actual possession of Nootka
Sound, even if she had gained a continjjent ri;;hl by
discovery, is conclusive n^'ainst any claim cm her
part to a ri-cht of property in it. l-'or ei<;ht or nine
years the British (lajj was not once unfurled there
as ! can learn, although the place had, in the mean
time, been visited by navi^Mtors of other nations;
and It w IS not until several years later still that it
was even entered by a public armed vessel of Great
BriUiin; and then not until the Sj)anisli Govern-
ment had Uikeii formal possession of it.

In 1787, Berkeley, an l^iiKlishman, in the ser-
vice of the Austrian East India Coni])any, saw the
Strait of Juan de Fiica, but without aitemptins; to
*>'""'!• ''> ''•'« "'i'liiier, Mcares, a lieutenaiu in
the British navy, though in the service of a Portu-
guese merchant, and sailin- under the fla-j of Por-
tugal, sent a boat a few miles into the strait in 17KtS,
having learned from Berkeley that he had re-dis-
covered it the preceding year. Meares also ex-
plored the coa.n ill the vicinity of the mouth of the
Columbia river, and came to the conclusion, to ut^e
his own language, that " no such river as that of .St.

Roc exists, as laid down in theSnanish charts."
"Voyages, Ac., John .Mcares, Esl^., page IGH.
As the transai^tions in which Meares was en-

gaged, on the northwest coast, are intimately con-
nected with the claim ot Great Britain to a right of
joint occupancy in respect to Oregon, I i,ust it will
not be deemed superfluous if 1 examine them sniiie-
what in detail.

Before making the explorations above referred
to, Meares had landed at Nootka Sound, and left a
party to build a small vessel. He had, for a trilling
consideration, obtained the !;rant of "a spot of
ground" from Maquinna, the King of the surround-
ing country, to build a house for the accommoda-
tion of the party. U'lie occupation was avowedly
for a temporary purjiose; and he had stipul ited
with Maquinna to restore the po.ssession to lim,
when he (Meares) should finally leave the const.*
In the autumn of the .same year, he left No itka
Sound with his vessels, one of which winterel in
China, and the two othei-s in the Sandwich Islands.

I should have before observed 'hat he arrived nt
Nootka Siiind with two ves.scis, the Felice and the
Iphigema; and the third, the Noithwest America,
was built there during the summer. In the mean-
time, the C'idumbia and the Wa.ihington, two
America;i vessels from Boston, entered the sound
and |)ass 'd tbe winter; and from all the t(siimony
nlating to the subject, there is no doubt that the
lot occupied by Al.arcs wiis abandoned, or restored
to Ma(|i;nina, in pursuance of the asreement be-
tween iluni. During all this time, it is to be re-
collected, Meares was .sailing' under the Portu-
guese flag; .iiid it is a curious fact, that he carried
Willi him instructions to rr jiel by f.uve any attempt

*"" ••
'f. Russian, Spanish, or English vcs-

*'-M;«|uinnii liail not only most rciiilily consented in g nut
us a spot of i-rouiiil in liis icrntnry, whrTcoii a iinnse iin^lit
be built lor tlie acooiinniMlutiiin ol the pi'opli' we inten(le(''to
leave ttiere, but hail pronnsrd us also his a.ssi.-jance in ( >t-
tvariiiiig our worlv.s ami liis protection of the partv, w 10
Were dc.-tintd to rcm.nn at Nootka during our absence."---
Koi/<i?c», ^ c, ky JiJiii .Wccrci-, p'tse III.
"The chiei was also reipiesti'd to show every innrk of at-

tention and rnendsliip to the pirty we should leave onshore;
and, a.a a lirilie to secure' l;is atlaehnient, lie was promised
tliat when we finally lell Uin coast, he should enter into lull
poiS' ssion oithe house, and all the goods aiidcliulteliitiiere-
ucto belonging "

—

lb., fugc iUO.

on the \\\n
sels, to .seize him, or carry him out of hi.s way.
Me was further inslnicted, in ca.»e he was success-
ful III capturing his a.s.sailant, to send the ves.sel to
China, to be condemned, and the (tcw to be tried
aspirates,* and yet, «ir, notwilhslanding he was
sailing iinder a foreign /lag, with ordeis to treat his
Britaniiie Majesty's .subje.ls as pirates, ir> ca.se
they molested bun, the British Governmee:.doesnot
scruple to found ils title to Oregon on his voyage.

Tliough the vess.ls of Meares sailed under "the
Portuguese flair, and under the name of a Portu-
guese subject, he lusserted, in his menioriMi to Par-
liament, that the jiarties in interestwere British mer-
chants. I desire to state the whole truth, and there-
fore 1 give a fad I have not seen noticed. At page
173 of his Voyages, it will be seen that he took pos-
session of the Snails ofJuan de Fuca, ill the name of

[

the kmgof Gnat Britain, in July, 17SH. But inde-
priideiiijy of the olijection to claims founded upon
the transactions of an individual, who, under the
mostfavorable view that can be taken of him, had
soui;iit the protection of a foiei-n flag to perjietrate
frauds on the revenue la'vs of China, this unau-
thorized act of taking ])o.s.sessioii under such a flag
was preceded^ many years by similar firmalities
on the part of the Jipaiiish navigators, under ex-
jiress ordeis from their sovereign. The twofold
character which Meares united in his person cer-
tainly gave him manifest advanta;,'-'S, both as a
tiiuler and a discoverer. He was a Portuguese
captain when defrauding the revenue laws of China
for 'lie bc'iefit of British .subjects, and a British
liruteiuint wl.eii eiicror.;'.hiiig on the t<rritoriai
rights of Spain, for the benefii of the Biitish sove-
rei;;n.

On the Cih of May. 1789, Martinez, a Spanish
naval eoimnai.der, with two public armed vessel.-',

entered Nootka Sound, with instructions to assert
and maintain the paramount rights of Spain to the
l>la(e,and to the adjacent coasts. The lplii:;eiiia,

and the Northwest Anicrica, two of Mr.ires's vcs-
sal.s had returned from the Sandwich Is' uids, still

sailing under Porluijuese colors, and arrived in the
Sound on the i>Otli of April, sixteen days before
Martinez. The Northwest America sailed eiirht

days afterwards on a trading voyage, and the
Iphigenia was a short time subsequently seized by
Martinez, on the ground that her instriic'tions were
hostile to Spam. She was, however, soon restored,
and continued to trade under Portuijiiese colors—

a

(act which shows coneiusively that no claim can
justly be set up by Great Bri'tain on the basis of
thu voyage of Meares to Nootka, and his tempo-

*Appendix to Moarei'i Voyages, papcni No. 1.


