
4r.-^cn.#

ADDRESS TO HIS EXCELLENCY. EARL GREY.
Governor General of Canaua.

May it Pi.kahk Yottk KxfKM.KNnr:—
The m«'inl)erM ,»f the Couiidl, lh«' pnwnf drli-Kiitioii fnim the IVianl of Tnule

of the City of ()tt»wB, (l«i«ire to welcome Your Kxcelleiicy hack from Eiixliiiul.

They do no iiioHt cordialiy atul the> trust they may lie allowed to exprew* the hinli

Kratifieatioti whieh your return to our midst (pvvH to all claHHeM of the eotiiiiiuiiity.

On lH>half of the Hoard we ank Your Kxcelleney to allow um to take advaiitajte

of this, the very enrliest opixi'tiinity, to refer to some of the rexultHof tin- Imperial

('olifcreiiee reeeiitly held in Ix>ndon. We desire eH|M'cially to refer to the rejto-

lution adopted on May 14th, whieh reiuls as follows:

'That, in the opinion of this Conference, the interests of Ihi- Minpire

"demand that, in so far as pnicticulile, its dilTerenl [Nirtioiii* should Ix-con-

"nected by the best ixissible means of mail communication, travel, ami

"transfxirtation, and that to this end it is mlvisiilile that (ireal Hritain

"should l>e connected with Caniula, and through Canada, with Australia and

"New Zealand, liy the best service available within reasonable cost; that

"for the |iur|)osc of carrying the aUive proje<'l into ctTcct, siu'h financial

"sup|Kirt as may be necessary should be contributcti by (Ireat Itrilain,

"Canada, Au.stralia, aiai New Zealand, in e<|ui table proimrlions
"

This resolution was considerc<l at the last sitting of the Conlerenii'. lis

adoption was practically the concluding act of the a.sscnibled I'rime Ministers,

and this fact we think is of the hiuhest im|Kirtance in view of the far reachim;

|X)lic.v which the resolution may be taken to alfirm. The resuloti.in only menfi.ms

mail conununications, but it is i«(ssiblc thai the same wise |H)licy may lie rc^iniiil

as applicable to other means of connecting the outlying |H)rl ions of the Ijiipirc.

MiHleni conununications between' distant |Niints on the surface ol tlx' (ilubc

are effected by the employment of two sister agencies, steam and elect rii'il>'.

The resolution of the Imperial Coiderence applies more particularly to the use

of the first of these twin agencies, but the employment ol the se<'ond is in no way
antagonistic to that of the first; it may, indeed, be reganle<l in some cast'-- as a

conse(|uence necessaril.v resulting from the use of the first. In the present

instance, as botfi have the same end in view, every reason obtains wh.v lioth

should be employc<l in order the more speedily to accomplish an olijecl so im-

mensely imiM^rtant as the consolidation of the Ijnpire and the well being of llu-

whole Mritisli people.

The pro|H)sili()n particularly referred to in the resolution is the establishnieni

of a fast mail and passenger service between Kngland an<l Australasia, via Canada.

The Hoard of Trade of the City of Ottawa, and we may add, everv Cana liLin,

would rejoice to see this >crvice carric.l out. As has elsewhere been trulv >:iiil,

it would benefit every Province in the Dominion, and no oni' can (l(>\ibl tint it

would tend in an im|iortant degree to knit together in friendship and it] I rule.

the several coutitries pro|K)se.l to be connected.
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