
4 A Protestant's answek

I

It .8 b,g\Ay probable that, l,y this tin.e, our reading popula-t^n ,„ general, have become rather wear^ of saeh a lengtl enedd,se„s„„„ on subjeets which they are inclined to record a,merely of a dry theological character. With reference, how-
ev-er, to those who read on snch subjects, and feel in any de-ree
mterested concern.ng them, there are some, and perhaps no" a
few, who are so unsettled, a„,l so detectivcly acouain cd withhem, that,t,s highly rc.uisite they should 'be accurately in!formed and guarded as to those errors concerning Scriptural

others >t docs seem proper to show, what is really the trutli
hat w,.h a 1 Mr. Maturin's theological and histor.L Tor

, tsmooth and eonsecut.ve reasoning, and his pure and adapted
phraseology, he ,s not really entitled to be considered a val d
or relia

b
e authority on any of the iu,por.ant points on which hoha written- on some of tlicm, in.lced, no authority at ail-

but, on the contrary, he is quite uninformed or deeply in errorSome .nstanccs to this effect will presently be given, and others
Will be found m appropnate places in this publication.
Viewmg Mr. Maturin, indeed, a, he has e.vhibited or ,lefi„ea

h,mself, by the particulars he has detailed in his personal nar-
rative, conce>-n,ng his secret exercises, v.aciIlations and conflictsand his external movements and conduct, he really does apnea,'

The writrT';^"'
"" ""r"^ ''"s"'"' "^"^' -"^'^'^ »•The wiiter of this can truly say, that in a long Pfc. and aftermuch historical and biographical reading, as well as varied a^

extensive intercourse with very many classes of mankind, hedoes not reeo lect read,ng of, or meeting with, a person of equal
8,ngular,ty of cha,acter. Mr. Maturin, from his own showl.
,s ev,dently of a ,nost fervent, luxuriant, and expansive imagi^
nation; of ext,-emely excitable and impulsive feelings; and of
powers of just perception, and accurate judgment, in an inverse
rat,o With those other qualities -or, in other words, very defec-
tive. To some, these may appear to be needlessly plain and
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