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to cast reflections on a loyalty that has so frequently proved

itself a reality, they should first consider how much is covered

by the boast. Now that we are prosperous and united, vigour-

ous and well-to-do; and now that some of the traditions of the

past are gradually losing their hold on the imagination of a new
generation, that sentiment wliich so long found an outlet in

declamation over the glories of the mother land, will draw a

more natural nourishment from native sources. Critics should

consider whether the doling out of so much gratitude for so

much benefit received will be more acceptable than the heredit-

ary romantic attachment which allowed no danger, no loss, xio

neglect to sully its purity. Young as we are, we are too old to

be abused without retort; weak as we may be, we are too strong

to be bullied with impunity. What we demand from English

writers is fair play ; and should the hour of peril come, we may
venture to ask from England, without sinking our self-respect,

a quantum of assistance proportioned rightly to the part we
play in attack or defence. No decorations lavishly distributed,

no baronetcies generously conferred, can or will answer as a

substitute for respect and kindness or a mutual interchange of

afiection.*

* The following extract from the Church Herald, the organ of the

Church of England in Canada, is worthy of serious consideration :—
" Hereditary honours may be suited to a country of hereditary estates.

But Canada is not a country of hereditary estates; nor is there,

amongst our people, the slightest tendency to make it so. Consequently,

if our leading men, instead of being knighted, are made baronets, there

will be some risk of our having baronets sinking into the poorer classes

of society, and trailing their escutcheons in the dust. Even in England,
in spite of primogeniture and family settlements, there is a consider-

able number of pauper peers, whose titled indigence often forces them
to sponge on the public, or resort to the still lower expedient of
marrying money-bags. Rut in England the fortunes of the landed
nobility and gentrv are stability itself compared with the perpetual


