
wbicb there was to be no debate In this

House, bis purpose was to prevent any re-

ply beihg made on tbis side of tbc House for
some days at least. It was known also,

tbat be would not be bere to bear the reply.
Now, It must be admitted that tht> family
to wblcb tbe bon. Kcntlemau belouxs, ban
not bad tbe reputation) of lacking (ouraKe,
and. possibly, there may be some other ex-

planation of tbe bon. K^ntleman's course la

taking tbat particular time to mak(> bis ad-
dress. He Is not bere, unfortunately. Bui
I think I am rl(>;ht in saying, tbat the fact
of hia not being bore makes no difference
to tbe Government, and that tbe Importance
of tbe question demands tbat, wbetlicr be is

here or absent, the matter should be dis-

cussed, and discussed now.
It was well known some time ago, tbat

tbe 4ion. gentleman would make an address
on this question. It has been whi8i)eretl in
the cokTldors, talked about In the liotel ro-
tundas, and even hinted iu the newspapers.
It was known also, practically known be-
yond dispute, that tbe great Conservative
party had been employing detectives, send-
ing" them up to Dawson City—lawyor-detec-
tlves, I believe, two or three of them—to col-
lect Information for the purpose, if possible,
of damaging this Government in the eyes
of the public. And. after all that had been
said, and the anticipations that were raised,
I, at least, thought tbat the bon. gentleman.
If be did not have any evidence, would have 1

something that a lawyer might be excused i

for thinking was evidence, or, at least, tak-

1

lu!.' !is evidence. But I venture to say thtt!
nobody on either side of the House wivo
he.-ird the bon. gentleman'? address would

i

dignify anything he gave us with the name
of evidence. It is the privilege of a member
of Pari ament, Sir, to listen to what an iu-

;

dividual may say about anybody connected
with public affairs. It is his privilege to
come into the House of Commons, on a '

proper occjision permitted by parliamentary
practice to rise in his place, and to tell tbe
House what he has learned, without giving
tbe name of the individual who had told him
without giving the House an opportimity to
judge of tbe credibility of the individual, or
what opportunity tbat Individual had bad
of knowing what he was talking about. Tbat
Is a privilege that is conferred, presumably
and I think necessarily, for the public good.
But It is a privilege that Is supposed to be
exercised by the men upon whom it is con-
ferred, with Judgment, and with discretion.
and with care, so tbat no man may be un-
duly scandalized and no man's reputation
may be unduly imperilled by anv anony- :

mous accusation. I say nothing further than
this, that I will leave It to this House, to
the members who heard the address, orwho have read—well,, not all that tbe bon. '

gentleman said, for no gentleman in the
press gallery, so far as I am aware, was
courageous enough, or Indiscreet enough, to
take down the language of the bon. gentle-

man in everything be said—to the members
of tbe House who know what he said, whe-
ther the bon. member for Plctou, a gen-
tleman who was for years a I'rlvy Coun-
cillor, who occupied the exalted position of
Minister of .lustlce, has used tbe Mgb priv-

ilege conferred upon him, as a member of
this House, with Judgment and discretion.

Now, Sir. I am not golqg to follow the bun.
gentleman In the nafire of the remarks
which be has made ; I am not going tu de-
i>ouniv, or to Inslnuato, or to do anything
of tliat kind ; neither am 1 goiug to attack
the bon. gentloman. I am goln^; to recog-
nize, as a responsible member of this Gov-
ernment, responsible to Her Majesty, respon-
sible to my leader, responsible to this

House of Commons, to Parliament and to
tlie people— I am going to recognize tlie fact
that a member of I'arllamcut has made a
speech att.ackiug the administration of tbis

Government and tbe administration of the
department of which i h.ive charge. I am
not going to Inquire particularly as to whe-
tlior the member of Parliament who did that
(lid it in a fair way, a reasonable way. or a
decent way ; but I am going to put the Gov-
ernment and myself In the judgment of this
House and of the people of Canada as to whe-
ther we have fairly and honestly discliarged
( ur dutie?. The question is not wlietber
the hon. member for Plctou (Sir Charles
Hlbbert Tapper) has been discreet, or whe-
ther he has been justified in doing what he
has done ; the question Is whether this
Government has properly discharged Its
duty. Now, Sir, we are responsible for our
mining policy in the Yukon district, we are
responsible for our administration of that
policy, for our administration of the affairs
of that territory. Just here I want to say
that I do not propose. In this address, to deal
with the question of royalties or tbe ques-
tion of tho reservation of claims in coimec-
tlon with the mining regulations In that ter-
ritory. Those are large and Important ques-
tloiis of public policy which may well form
themselves the subject of a debate, and upon
which the members of this Government will
be well prepared to meet our bon. friends at
any time when they seek to challenge the
Judgment of this House. But there are other
matters, details of administration which the
bon. member for Plctou has brought before
this House, and which now demand the
specljil attention of the Government ; but
T am not ijoing to devote, on this occasion,
any time to the discussion of our policy in
relation to those matters which I have re-
ferred to. We are responsIl)le for our ad-
minlstratlDn, we are responsible for exor-
cising reasonable Judgment, reasonable
promptnos.s, reasonable diligence, reasonable
discretion. In anything and everything that
we did. And let me say right here, that I
am not going to follow a policy which has
been suggested many times In the press of
this country within the last two weeks ; in
dealing with these matters I am not going
to try to Justify this Government by making


