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northern states, and more especially as the assembly

of Massachusetts is now in session, I think it better

to set forward immediately, than wait for any further

explanation of the means of carryinf^ on a secret cor-

respondence, which the frequency of safe private con-

veyances to Canada will render almost wholly unne-

cessary. Should it however be necessary at any time,

I take leave to suggest that the index alone furnishes

a very safe and simple mode. In it there is a number
for every letter in the alphabet, and particular num-
bers for particular phrases : so that when I do not find

in the index the particular word I want, I can spell it

with the figures which stand opposite to the letters.

For example, if I want to say that " troops are at Al-

bany," I find under the letter *'!'" that number 16

stands for •* troops" and number 125 for " Albany."
The intervening words '•'• are af^ I supply by figures

corresponding with the letters in these words.

It will be necessary to provide against accident by
addressing the letters to Mr. , of Montreal,

with a small mark on the corner of the envelope,

which he will understand. When he receives it, he
will then address the inclosurc to your excellency,

and send it from Montreal by mail. I will be careful

not to address your excellency in the body of the let-

ter nor sign my name to any of them They will be
merely designated by the initi»»ls A. B.

If this mode should in any respect appear exception-

able, your excellency will have the goodness to order

a more particular explanation of the card. It would
reach me in safety inclosed to

I have the honor to be,

Boston.

With profound res[)cct,

Your ex'^:ellency*s most ob't serv't, gtc.

J. h1':nuy.


