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made them of the North-Weft part of the

ifland by the treaty of Ryfwick, in 1697 j the

beft and moft fertile part of the beft and moft
fertile ifland in the Weft-Indies, and perhaps

in the world j that which was the firft fettled,

and the whole of which is upwards of four

hundred miles long, and one hundred and
forty broad. This is the principal fettlement

of the French in the Weft-Indies, and indeed

in all America. The country is mixed 5

pretty mountainous in fome parts, but many
of thefe mountains are fertile, and covered

with beautiful woods. Others, which are bar-

ren and rocky, anciently had mines of gold

;

they are not worked now, though it is judged
they not only contain thofe of gold, but mines
of filver, copper, and iron. But the French
think, and I believe with reafon, that their

labour is better beftowed on the culture of the

plains for thefe rich commodities, which vend
fo well in Europe, than in the purfuit of mines,

really moreprecarious in their profits,andwhich
yield a wealth, after all, of a lefs ufeful kind.

This country has likewife prodigioufly fine

plains, of a vaft extent, and extreme fertility

;

either covered with noble and beautiful forefts

of timber and fruit-trees, excellent in their

kinds, or paftured by vaft numbers of horned

cattle, flieep, and hogs. The air in Hifpaniola

is the moft healthy in the Weft-Indies.

The country is admirably watered with

rivulets
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