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enthusiast. Mr. Grattan^s sympathies fell upon an appreciative

miiid ; for Mr. MoGee always speaks of hia character with admi-

ration and of his services with gratitude.

A new page in the eventful life of the subject of our sketch was

however about to be opened. The obscure lad who had turned hia

back upon lerland was about to be beckoned home again by the

country he had left. Tiie circumstances, apart from their political

significance, we-.c in the highest degree complimentary to one wfc

:

at the time was not " out of iiis teens." An article, written by Mr.

McGee, on an Irish subject, in a Boston newspaper, having attracted

the attention of the late Mr. O'Connell, the former received, early

in the year 1845, a very handsome offer from the proprietors of

the " Freeman's Journal," a DubUn daily paper, for his editorial

services. This proposal he accepted, and hence his personal

participation in the Irish politics of the eventful yeai-s which com-

menced then and ended in 1848. Ardent by temperament, and

enthusiastic by disposition, it was almost impossible for Mr, McGee

to keep within the bounds of moral force which Mr. 0'Council had

prescribed, and which the newspaper he served was instructed to

advocate. Mr. McGee felt that such fetters galled him, and he

became impatient under their restraint. The habit of maintaining

his own convictions was, and is, a necessity of his condition. Fol-

lowing tno lead of his feelings, he determined at all hazards to

associate himself with the more advanced and .enthusiastic section

of the liberal jxirty, then known by the name of *' Young Ireland.

"

This section or coterie, for it was scarcely a party, i)0S3esscd many
attractions for such an adherent. Besides the namo^ and the bright,

alluring, misleading quality of youth, which that name symbolized

and expressed, the cot "ie was. made up of those many-hued forms

of intellectual mosaic work which men generally admire and rarely

trust ; very charming in our sight and very perishable in our service.

It wa3 composed, at least at first, almost altogether of young

barristers, young doctors, young college men and young journalists,

most of them under thirty, and many under twenty-five ycai-s of

age. Mr. McGee was probably their most youthful member, for

when his association with them commenced he was not of age. Of
such hot blood was the " Young Ireland " party compounded, that

little sui-pi-ise was occasioned, and none was expressed, when its


