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planets anJ tlio nndnlations of tho light-givinj? ether, as well as with those who
wrought out the gioiiietricul prinoipleH wiiieh rutin the alpl.nliet of such readings

of natufu. It would bj idle tu follow such compariHoiis fuithir. Uut Hgain it

iniiy bo objcctel, that if <iur course fhould not tiius dcgtiiirate, it wdl lose (he

powiT of coMli'rring profound mid uccuiate scliolai'ship obtained by a more liiiiittd

coui'm>, while it may not attain to thit extended knowledge of literature and sei-

eiioe at wli cli we aim. This we endeavor to avoid by necuring n high standard

of matrieulaiioii, by means of our priparatoiy fcIiooI, and by d recting the oiiilier

jiait of our four years' course principidly to the ordinary studies, wli.lo wo intro-

(luee scieiiliHc studies and opt onal branehes more fully in the later years. If. then,

we are succ ssful in our eHoi ts, we shall secure respectable inathematical and

oI.'iR-ieal attaiiini'.'iits in our undergraduates, along with much additional cultivation,

and in the latter part of the course some studies leading directly to praet cal nppli-

eatoiis of Itariiiiig. It must be observed, however, that on this subject, a'so,

much misnppreheiis'on exists. It is in some cases possible, by exclusive attention

to a smaM range of subjects, during the whole period of study, to attain to a very

high prolieieney in one of these; but, in atta ning this, we do not give an educa-

tion ill the St use of a training for general usefulness and happiness. You produce

a specialist, and in a majority of cases a special st in departments to which in after

litl- little attention may be given, the whole bein tit being the tiaining receivid,

and this of a limited extent. Tlie true theory of a collegiate course, on the other

hand, is, that it should educate tho whole man, and leave him afterward to cult!--

vate the sp-'cial Held;* to which taste and duty may direct him ;— not educate him
a spec alist, and leave him afterward to obtain, as he best may, general culture

and intelligence. I desire not to be misunderstood in this, as if disregarding in-

struction properly elementary, or di'preci.ating classical or niatliematical Karning,

for it is true that education must begin with steady attention to a few elements,

and in most men it results in ultimate devotion to a few subjects; but, neverthe-

less, in that part of education which lies within the sphere of the college, it is a

principal object to enlarge the field of mental visitm, .ind give breadth of view,

'i'lie early education of the school must ciirefully lead the pup'.l through those

narrow and easy paths which his unpracticed feet can tread wiih advantage ; but

the colle,<Te shoulit carry him to the open mountain-brow, whence he can survey

the land that lies before him, and discover ut once the beginning and the end of

any way that he may select for himself. Admitting, then, the full extent and
importance of sound elementary training, and 4)f those subjects of the college

course which have long buen valued as the means of conferring that training and
maturing it into scholarship, we also maintain the necessity, not only for practical

purpos.'.i, but also for tlie proper formation of the mental character of the student,

of a broader course of study.

We shall, then, direct our students to the graces of classical literature, but we
shall link ihcsa on tho one hand with the treasures of that ever-beautiful anil

ever-changing Nature, from which the poets and orators of old drank in their

inspiration, and with that modern literature which, springing from the classic

stock, now waves its foliage over our heads, and feeds us with its rich and varied

fruits. We shall disci|diiie their minds to abstract thought by the study of math-
ematics, but we shall connect with this abstract truth its magnificent application to

seienec and the scicntilic arts in our own time, and with its still more niagniiiccnt

a|)[)lieation in Nature, before man was here to reason.

It m.iy be further asked, will the extension of the collegiate course be success-

ful in attracting those little desirous of the higher education ; and may it not

rather lose the support of those who are friendly to collegiate education of a less

extended character? I answer that we act in the belief that the greater part of

educated and thoughtful men are with us in this principle, and that the love of

higher education is growing and vvill grow among all classes in the communitj'.

We disclaim, however, any intention of bidding for mere popularity. We are

content to collect a large body of able instructors, and to offer their services to

the public. If these cervices are largely accepted, we shall be happy and
grateful ; if not, we shall mourn the loss to the public more than that to ourselves.

I believe, however, that we shall bo successful, and that the past history of this

university, tho success of scientific courses elsewhere, and the failures that have
occurred in narrower systems, give us good reason to hope for that best kind of

popularity which rests on extended usefulness.


