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Sir,
^Ui<
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I havo transmitted memorials to bo presented to the Legislature oT
Canada now assembled, in relation to my arrest, imprisonment, and trial for

Miirder and Arson in the United States, on the charge that I was one of the

party who by your command destroyed the Steamboat Caroline^ on the night

ot* the 20th December, 1887 ; and requesting that the Legislature, as the

legitimate Guardian of my rights and the Rodresser of my wrongs, may devise

such meanis as its wisdom may direct to compensate me for the losses 1 have
SUstaincxlt and the injuries I have sufiered, without any fault of miiie^ in a
Plu'reiy national matter. .V.-^Hv.t ,vit^ v.v.m r.u^.vm \v.\';v>i-:. 'y>\-S,'\\\y\-\ ^w

I need not detail to you the whole narrative of my di^edt, impi'iionmeil^

a¥id trial. The case was notorious, and 1 know you took a deep interest in it

and watched its progress carefully. Your name stood first, >and mine Fdc^nd,

in the Indictment found by an American Grand Jury at Lockport, on the !3nd

day of January, 1838; aud although you are aware that I had nothing to do
with the burning of the Caroline, yet, strange as it may appear, I am th«
only one distinctly sworn to as being well known and clearly recognized Rt

the attack. The minutes of the evidence taken before the Grand Jury a|;

Lotekport on the '2nd January 1838, are before me. It is distinctly sworn toi

by Gillman Appleby, the Captain <f the Boat, that I struck at him with &'

swbi'd—that he recognizd me at once, and knew me well, having seen me a
few days before in the city of Buffalo ; he designatej« me, " Shieriff McLeod."
Another witness swears that a man jumped from a small Boat on to the Quar<'

ter Deck of the Caroline, drew his sword, and called loudly to give no quar*

ter to the "d d Yankees," and he believed that man to be Sheriff McLeod
of Canada, whom he had seen before. The evidence against the others

named in the same indictment is very vague and indefinite; the witnesses

swdar that thoy heard such persons were at the ottack on the Caroline, and
therefore they were indicted. 1 may mention the case ef Rolland M'Donald^

Esq., M. P. P., for Cornwall. He was a Harrister in extensive practice att

St. Catharines ; when the Americans commenced hostilities against ua on our

frontier, he raised a troop of Dragoons, and thereby incurred the wrath of
the soi-disant patriots, one of whom went before the Grand Jury at Lockport,

and swore that he heard Rolland ^!cDonald say in VVynn's Tavern at

Qtieenstoh, that he had been at the destruction of the Caroline, and had

killed a d——d yankee. You need not be told that this tale was an entire in^'

bricalibn
;

you know that Mr. McDonald was not at the burning of the

Camlmf^ And you also know that it is no part of his character to assent

such an Untruth as was sworn to against him. Yet upon such evidence he
was indicted ; and had either Mr. McDonald or yourself. Sir, been caught ia

the Uf)ited States, you might have suffered as I have done. This lea is me
t6 the refbtation of the charges again&t myself that wers current at the. time-;'

I «ms in imprisonment. ..Ju'aj s-js-paio jdi ^monoiji, axikwiH
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