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THE DECLARATION OF THE REFORMERS OF THE CITY

OF TORONTO TO THEIR FELLOW-REFORMERS
IN UPPER CANADA.

Tlie time liax arrived, niWr nearly half a century'ti forbearance under increa«ing

iiiid figmvated misrule, wh^'ii the duty wc owe our country and pottterity requireu

from U8 the asnertiou of our rights and the redret>s of our wrongs.

(lovernirtrnt i^4 foiimlod on the authority luid is inatituted for the benefit of a peo-

l)Ie ; when, therefore, any (jovornment long luid Hystematically ceases to answer the

great cndf* of itH foijndation, tlie people have a natural right given thym by their Crc-

:ilor to wi'k iilti»r and establish such institulioud as will yield the greutest quantity

of iiappiness to the greatest number.

Our forbearance heretofore has only been rewarded with an aggravation of our

grievances ; and our past inattention to our rights has been ungenerously and im-

justly urged :is evidence of the suiTender of them. We have now to choose on the

one hand, betw^een submission to the same blighted policy us hath dvsolated Ireland,

and, on the other hand, the ]>atriotic achievement of cheap, honest, and responsible

government.

The right was conceded to the present United States at the close of a successful

revolution, to form a constitution for themselves ; and the loyalists, with their

descendants and others now peopling this portion of America, oie entitled to the

same liberty without the sheddiiig of blood—more they do not ask; less they ought

not to have. But, while the revolution of the former has been rewarded with a

consecutive prosperity tmexiimpled in the liistory of the world, the loyal valor of the

latter alone remains amid the blight of misgovemment to tell them what they might

have been, as the not less valiant sons of American Independence. Sir Franeis Head

has too truly portrayed our country " as standing in the flouriahing continent of

North America like a girdled tree with its drooping branches." But the laws of

nature do not, and tho^c of man ought no longer to exhibit this invidious and humil-

iating comparison.

The affairs of this coi ntry have been ever, against the spirit of the Constitutional

Act, subjected in the moit injurious manner to the interferences and interdictions of a

succession oi colonial mi listers in England who have never visited the country, and

who can never possibly Mcome acquainted with the state of partieii, or the conduct

of public functionaries, except through official channels in the province, which are

ill calculated to convey information necessary to disclose official d(?Unquencie8, and

correct public abuses. A painful experience haa proved how impnicticable it is for

such a succession of strangers beneficially to direct and control the affairs of a people

four thousand miles off; and being an iRip^acticable system, felt to be intolerable by

those whose good it was professedly intended, it ought to 1/e abolished, and the

domestic institutions of the province so improved and administered by the local

authorities as to render the people happy and contented. Tne system of baneful

domination has been uniformly furthered by a Lieutenant-Governor sont among us as

an uninformed, unsympathi/ing stranger, who, like Sir Francis, has not a single feel-

ing in common with the people, and whose hopes and responsibilities begin and end

in Downing-street. And this baneful domination is further cherished by a legislative
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