
tvas a man formed by nature, and fajfhioneJ

bj long pradice for all manner of court in-»

trigue. His ftature was low, fo as to excite

neither envy nor obfervation.—His counte-

nance difmal—his public manners grave, and

his addrefs humble. But as in public he co-

vered his proftitution by a folemnity of car-

riage, {o in private he endeavoured to cafif*

vate by convivial humour ; and to difcoun-

tenance all public virtue, by the exercife of a
perpetual, and fometimes not unfuccefsful

irony. / . t

By th'^fe arts he recommended himfelf to

the late Cardinal Lapiuaro, and Don Thomafo
del Cartero ; the two moft crafty ftatefmen—
the De Retz and Machiavel of their age ; un-
der whom he ftudied, and againft whom,
at timeSy he exercifed the myftery of poli-

ticks.

To thefe qualifications Don Philip added

an extraordinary magnificence of living.

His table was furniihed with every thing that

Iplendor could fuggeft, or luxury conlume

;

and his profufion and policy united to Iblicit

a naultitude of guefts. To his houfe then
reforted all thofe who wifhed through him to

obtain, or to learn^rcw him to enjoy without
remorfe, thofe public emoluments which are

the purchafe of public infidelity. - ,. f. . ,r

Amongft the vifitors of Don Philip was a

youth, hitherto of fair fame and gentle en-
dowments Don Helena the Civilian——
who lately accepted the office of menial Coun-

fellor
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