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arouiul thcciul ot a stick, servcii a> a >ual>

with which I s[iic'ail the hot |iitch ovci- thi'

cam as until it ua^ complctclv coxcrcd.

I WDikcti out soim- oars, and nu ', .oat \s.is

complete.

VVIiile 1 ua> >till li.iiil al work on in\

boat two hea\ \ tails ot >nou' almost iMiried

m\ ca'Mp. Soon, Iio\\h\ it, the >now dis-

appeai'ed; anu one luautitnl Sinula\ iiuirn-

in<i, while still m m\ blankets, a rohin

ni'ar camp roused me with his bright, fa-

miliar son*:. 1 sprang up and dn-ssed as

ipiiikK' as 1 coulil, tearing: that the little

fellow would tl\ awa\ before I couKl m't

a sight of" him, hut he (ontiinieil to cheer

me with hi> sweet notes all the morn-

inu.

While thus ociupled, I oIisima t'll \i'r\

reirular habits. I rose at fui', breakfasted

at si\, and before L'oing to work on m\

boat, prepareil the skins of w hate\er small

rodents m\ traps had captureil during tht-

nieht. I luncht'd at twcdw, and, after a

six o'clock liimu'r, took .i run with /ilia,

for our nuitual i^ood, which he scrmed to

enio\ (piite as nunh as 1. At oiu' tmu'

I was threatiiu'd with pneumonia for

nearK a week, but I tried to work on as

though perfectU well, loiuinci'd that it

I allowed iiuselt to '^i\e wa\ I should lu'

seriousK ill. At all times I used the

ureatest precautions while choppinu;, for

the reason that, with nu lite depending

entirelv upon m\' own exertions, I could

not afford to crip[)le m\ sflt.

Mvnightsweresomewh.it rt'stless, Tiu'

awful sti'ain of the loivj, sohtiule \sas h.utUr

to bear than the danticrous pri'scnce of the

Indians, and sometimes 1 wished for their

return. In spite of m\ haid work I ate

\er\ little. I could not obtain nuichvari-

et\ of food; and to cook the same thing

over and o\er again, and eat it all alone,

became \er\ tedious. \\\ isolation wouUl

ha\e sermed less ojipressive if I couKl have

seen anv prospect of" a companion, hut m\

anticipation ot" a loneK' ami diflicult tii|>

ilown the great unknown ii\ er, in m\ un-

tested, improvised, canvas boat, depiessed

m\ spirit. I had fretiuentlv heard the

effects upon the mind of" such loneliness

tliscussetl, and manv a tragic stnrv cainc

hack to sadden me. Although I kept as

busv as I couUl, and made a companion

of" /ilia, talking wit''' him and running

with him on the beach, m\ sensations dur-

ing those solitarv weeks were indescrihahle.

I reganl this periotl as the most trving

ordeal of mv life. In that one month of

April I liv eti a lif"etime.

()n the fifth tla\ of" ?\Iav, while at work,

I heard a peculiar long-drawn swishing

noise in the direction of the river, and,

runninu to the hank, saw a tongue-like

strip of water boring its wav through the

ice down the middle of tlie stream. Some
distance below it stopped tor a time, then

hcixan again. Sounds as though the moun-
tains were tumbling down came from up-

stream. With mingled tear and jov I real-

ized that the river ice was breaking, and

that soon I shouKl be releaseil from the

awful prison where I hail been held t'or

o\ t-r thirtv dav s. Was I treed onlv to

find a waterv grav e in tliis mad, unknown
river ' The crushing, hreaking ice roared

louder and louder, until in front ot nie thi-

ice of" the vvholi' river suddenlv lif'tetl and

broki- into huge, floating masses which

beiian to move ilovv n stream. Then a

i^reat swell rVom above piled ice upon ice

manv feet high. So ileatening was the

battering of" millit)ns ot" tons of nuuister

ice cakes that I coultl hardlv control mv
nerves or mv thoughts. For the three

dav s during which this awful grinding con-
*

tinned, I obtained virv little sleep. Then

the ice began to move down stream, and

at the end of tiv e dav s most of it had dis-

appeared, and I di'cided to launch mv
boat.

I crawled under it, knocked awa\ the

frame, and, lifting it from beneath with mv
shoulders, managed to work it forward

inch bv inch over the edge of the hank to

the sand beach below. Once there, I

found ditHcultv in extricating mvself. If

I lifted up one side, I could not get mv
botlv halt'-wa\ out without finding mvself

held fast in such a position that I could

not holtl up the boat, which, with its heavy

spruce hark, canvas, and pitch, probahlv

weigheil five hundred pounds. I.uckilv I


