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made use of these, viz. : that Fort Meigs was
badly constructed and illy defended ; assert-

ing that they could take it without the loss

of a man. But, if this could not be effected,

Jie would then lead them on to Fort Wayne,
which would certainly fall an easy prey to

them. He then left them, and went to the

Wabash to bring his warriors, who were
stationed at that place.

Previous to the march of the Indians, they

took bark of swamp willow, and tobacco,

mixed them together, and pulverized them.
They then formed a circle round a fire which
had been prepared for that purpose, and one
rose and delivered a speech, I understood,

relative to the war. At the conclusion of the

speech, they passed this powder around the

circle, each individual taking a pinch as it

passed ; each then snuffed a part of this por-

tion, and threw the remaining part in the

fire. After this had been performed with

the greatest solemnity, one took the snufip

which yet remained in the vessel, and threw
it in the fire. They then took up their packs,

raised the scalp halloo, waved their tomahawks
over their heads, and marched for battle.

There were three thousand who drew four

days' rations at Detroit. When they left us,

they told us to be good boys, and stay there

till they came back, and they would bring

some more Yankees, who should cook, and

ill'

m

M.

I


