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with iitliiT .stall's lit the liiiMl Ki'iMililii-. inritn rcnlnil-

iuilidii nt WiishinjftiHi' [Dr. lUltin km, Vi-. )

Tlit-ii, Sir, whi'i'c wouM lit* lli<; mlvitiilii^i' nf iiiiitiii

h\ lliat iitliiT ilircrliou tliiit \u\a Ih-uii iiliiiilfil to?

i'lTtuiu iKTddiis nrt' UnM nf t;ilkiiij; ulmut lln' lulvuii-

tn^i'S ctt' Auuouilinn ; nil ur^'iiiiiciits in Its liivor nm
111- linniKli' with rcilinilili'tl luirc in f.ivor nf ('uiili'il-

irutidii. Hrilish ('iiliiiMliiu ns n lucnilK r ot the iiiiioii

vuiild liuvi' II Piirltii-- tVouln^a', )hiI iiiiI.v in lo'iinton

with otlii-T tiiiiiilrics nf till' I'nion. Am u |i:ivl nl'thc

Duniiniut* she woiihl luive nturc lor >l)o uniiM lit- the

ttiily uiilli't ut'tlku UiilUUJJtink-ili'ViU'y uii tliu riuilic

Coiist.

i<iXi-i'|ittoii lilts lieen liikrr Wy tlio Ilunniinilili-

i^L'iitUMntui to llu' (IsIktv Uwt* of tlio |iiHniiii(in ; iumI

it is siiiil tiwil the whali'i im<l ^lUinnn will cry out lor

t'uitt'ctli'rntiuii to prutu(.-t ihmt. W llu- ('iiiuttli.in

fijihury liiws m-re cnlorci'ii in their prt'scnt Ioimi, it is

yodsililc thai tliv .-^ulnnih nii};hl i-.soit|M'. itnil ihv wliuli's

ii)i[{ht >|iont with inijninily ; lint \vt> hiivr ii ti^ht to

*X|nTt thut the |)tini>iuioii r.irlinnn'iit will inlapt \Uvm-

lau:> lo thi.-* riiluiiy, mi llii- ri'ini'st'iitalioiis of the

MfuilnTS troMi this I'roviinf. It would In- ali>uril to

hUpposc (hat, if till' lishcry tawsofthi' Itouiiiiiun were
ininiiral to Hrili,>;h ('oluinhia, they would be cufort. i-d ;

till' nature of the union u ill lie .-^nrli it.-* to make ihc

Inli'rcstd uf tUi:4 purt i»f tlte Uoiuinlon ideiitit-al with

other parts. We raiinoL suppose tliat tlit' Ouminion
Varliainent would f^eek to injure tliis I'mvinee. A
iniui woiilil Mol wantonly injure the sni.tllest nienilier

of hi8 liody. lie eunid not du ho without feeling; it.

. No man can ne^k-et or injure any member of Wis own
body with niipunity. If one member, however bumble,
sulVers, all the mcmbeis will sulfer with it Com-
mtinity ofinterezJt is llie best ^jnurantee tor fair play

to every seetiou. Tb*- no<iiinion is made up of Prov-

liicefl, antl tlw prosperity of the Ihintinitm nieaiis the

prosperity of tlie Provineca of wltnh it U eoiupujed.

If we cunld bvlieve that the (iovernnr'nt of the

I>ominioi> were <-ompo-.«ed of men of so Uttk wi.-dum
us the opponents of Confoderation seem to t!iink, 1

would say do not let ns joiti them. Itut I believe,

Kir, and the In-perial iJoveri'ment believe?, and
Uritisii Colnn.bia believes, tbiit the (Jovernmeut of

the Uominion is eoniposed uf statestnen. And I say,

Sir, that since these statcsi.ien have j^rasiH-d the

tfreiit itleii ot (\)nfederation, llioy have proved them-
ticlvcs lit to govern an umpire. I am snprised tu find

any Honourable Member venturinp ^osup^'ost that Can-
*du either could not, or would nol, fuMil he- pU'd|,'es.

The Uominion <iovernment 'd one and tl '•ame in

this matter with the Imperial (iuvernment- l'Im- Iin-

perial Government stands at the baek ot'tlio t>oniiniou

(lovernment, and will be L-(|ually concerned in the

fulfilment of the tftipnlations in their integrity ; and it

Is time to imptijrn the honor of Canada when she
refuses to keep the teiinn. With regard to \ovn
Weutia. II dep .rtiire was made from tlie terms ot I'nion.

The Imperial Uovcrument. and the Canadian (Jovern-

nient, eonsidered that certain eoneessions ought to be

made, and they n-ere nii»de, but only to add to the

terms in favor of Nova Scotia. Itritish Columbia
places herself in It false position before Canada, ancl

before the world, in saying that there is any doubt
us to whether the Dominion would fulfil the terms.

With regitrd again to the taritl". I think that the

nnly arguineitts against Coufeileration worthy (d'etHi-

Fiduration, are against the present Canadian TarilV.

The Customs Tarilfis a federal matter, and I confess

that the arguments agitinsl the applicability of the

present scale to liritlsh Columbia, are entitled to

notice: but, Kir, ns \ said bef'i)re, 1 think these iirgu-

menis are to a great extent met by the fact that we
s\ni]\ have an amended tariff, or a reciprocity treaty.

Hut if we could hit upon some scheme that, without
infringing the Dominion prerogatives, would meet
our re(|tiirements, it would br uKJSt desirable,

and i-hall 'lave my hearty support.

In conclusion. Sir. the (Jovernment measure shall

meet with my hearty support, so f..r us it goes.
It affords me unspeakalMe gralitiealion to find that

(Jovernment has sent down » measure for Coufeder-
Htion \fliich can hardly lie cavilled at.

While fee!ing pleasure in giving a hearty general

support to this measure, I shall rcscFve to myself the
right to suggest that other items shall be placed in

tho list now before the House.
I believe there arc terms of the greatest importaucc

which ought to be added. IlHt anything that can be
Rdded will not meet the wishes of the )ieopIe of this

Colony, unless the fundamental principle of Self

iioverntuent accompanies them. I believe that the

I'uuaUiaDs arc a great, (i wise, nnd a consiervutlve

Ipriiple; liiit 1 roiucive we sliniild be ibdiigagrciil

1

1\ rong to ourNeUci, to our ( liildrm, and to those who
,are to come after us, if we left ttiit Itesponsible (Jovern-
riieiii.

I

SupiHise, Sir, the case ol" Ibieo pprsons forming ,i

partnership: if the third partner, coming in siili^'-

'(iieiilly, !>liould coiisi'iit lo leave the niai.itgement of
|lii'4 private air.iirs in the Itrni, he would not only be
Igi'.ing up bis own rights, but he would be thri)wiiig
into the parliiir>hip a great clement of di-cord. I say
then thai while Canada iiecrssarily and properly
|it-ks us ti» sorrnidvr the hirger (jucstioiis, slie dotrf

I

not a.>k us til relini|ui<lt our smallrr and local rights,

land if we give them up we shall be iloiiig a wanton
[thing iind n grpai wrong.
I In

I
•omi>ing my support, therefore, I make tbi»*

j

reservation. That, if this Colony is t<i become a
' I'rovince of Canada, the people of Hritish (.'(diimldii

sliitll have the right lo inarm)_'e their ow n local atfairs,

'a> fully as e\ery other Priiv iu'e has. Tor, while I

agree with the Honourable .htninr Mem Iter for Victoria,

that the chauge from Dow iiitig Sirvel to4)tlawa would
lie usi'b--s withdutu ihaiige in lh<' sy«lem of tioverii-

mcnl, I SHV that it tvould be most injt«riouH to go
into Coul'eder.ilion npna terms which might inatigu-
r.ite a fresh era of ptditieal ngilalion, whiirii wtmld
[irubably coniiiiue tor u series uf years.

Ili.n. Miir IlKLMCKi'A—Sir, I ri>e for the purpose
of explaining.

I deny that I uttered any sin h thing a-i that lln'

choice would be put to thi- people by the (iovernnient
between two issues of Coiili'deration and iiiiy other
union.

lini that if the Canadian (lovernment refuses to
agree to terms e(|_nivaLeul to these, Uit chooses to
offer some uieaii terms t<ir consideration, wlieii it

ciuues to the poll.s the people themselves will raise

the is>ue between (.*onfed(,faliou and the tmly other
change whiih oilers it.-clf tor cimsideration.

T'le DeNite was here ailjourned until Thursday, at
I o'cIol!;.

TunisnAY, IOth Mahcm, 18To.

The debate was resumed by the Hon. Mu. TIU'TCH^
Chief Commissioner of I<iinds and Works, who siiid :--

Mr. l•r^'^id^uI, in rising lo renew the dcliatc on the
c|uestiou which has bevn brought before the House
liy the Iltinourable the Atterney llenerul, I de.-ire to
express my regret that I was prevented yesterday, by
indisjio.-iition. from speaking in supiiort of the no lii a
wUlch I hud the luuiotir to second, because I fear thai
by the delay 1 uiay have laid uiy.-eU open to the
ctiarge of waiting to reply to iibjections that might
be urged against this motion, in>tead of ut once sup
porting it upon positive and and .Mibstantiiil groiiiids,

as 1 hobl it to be inuntulivnt on those to do who
advocate so important a measure. 1 mu.'t. also nsk
the indulgence of the House if I Iind it necessary to

follow the Hon. the Attorney (-Jeuerul over ground
already so full} and ably occupied liy him. as rather
than Umvc <iut ihiiythin-g in the history of thi.s i|ues-
liiin whivh is pertinent (o my argument, I will run
the risk of laying myself open to the charge of
plagiarism, lu the t)^^t place, then. I must a^k you.
Sir. to allow me to trace the history of Confederaiion
In this Council as shewn in the debates uliicb have
lakcu place on the suliject. Vou will find. Sir. that
this subject was Urst introduced into this ('ouncil on
the lilttli of ilareh, IH'J.when a Kesolution rri tuvour
of the abstract principle of the Conledeniliou of
the Itritish Provinces in Novih America, and expres-
sing the desire that this Colony .shmild be allowed
the opportunity of entering: the Dominion, opnu fair
anil ef)uitable terms, at some lutNve time, was unan-
imously agreed to. I do- nut ()uite take the view of
the Honourable the Attorney (ienenil with respei-t

to the di.<cnssions that have taken place on
this question ; fur. Sir, I think thut the ([uestion is

now fur the first time Wought liei'ore this House
and tlie country in a praclienl shnpe, for a full

ami deliberate e.vpression of opinion. Tiie vote
which was taken in lH(i7. acciinhng lo my
underslanding of it at that time, went no furUier than
to express n desire on the part of the Colony lo luy

confederated with Canada, when a f'lVuuralile-

occasion should arrive, and the result of that
vote was. I believe, the insertion of the clan.-ie in the
" llrilish North America Act," on which the measure
wc arc now di&eusging is bused. Again, in IBGS^


