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may. He says it, not consciously for the

sake of others, but for himself, to ease him

from the burden of big tiiought. Moreover,

art, whose business is to transmit emotion,

should need no commentaiy. Art comes out

of theoria, contemplation, steady looking at,

but never out of theory. Theory can neither

engender nor finally support it. An exhibi-

tion of pictures with an explanatory catalogue,

scientifically interesting though it may be,

stands, in a sense, self-condemned.

We must, however, remember that all art

is not of the whole community. There are

small groups feeling their own small but

still collective emotion, fashioning their own
language, obscure sometimes to all but them-

selves. They are right so to fashion it, but,

if they appeal to a wider world, they must

strive to speak in the vulgar tongue, under-

standed of the people.

It is, indeed, a hopeful sign of the times, a

mark of the revival of social as contrasted

with merely individualistic instincts that

a younger generation of poets, at least in

France, tend to form themselves into small

groups, held together not merely by eccen-


